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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE LCC’S PROPOSALS for the permanent development of 
the South Bank site are outlined on p. 609 


A MODEL of the proposed Bucklersbury House made to the 
final design as accepted by the Fine Art Commission on 
October 14 is illustrated on p. 613 


SPEAKING OF THE REBUILDING of the City of London, 
at the Mansion House on October 14, the Lord Mayor said, 
“ What is wanted above all else is that a proper licensing system 
be set up to enable this rebuilding, without which we cannot 
increase our trade and which should come into operation without 
further delay.” p. 626 


THE SETTING UP of a National Building Corporation on the 
lines envisaged by the Labour Party at their recent conference 
could throw the whole building industry out of gear and bring 
chaos and disorganisation almost overnight, said Mr. Wilfred 
Horsfall, president, NFBTE, in Manchester recently. p. 629 


THE GOVERNMENT will not renew power of control over the 
selling price of houses built under licence since the war, Mr. 
Macmillan told the House of Commons on Tuesday, so from 
December 20 next control is ended. p. 629 








THE KEY that was presented to the Queen by Mr. Edward 
Maufe, RA, architect of the Air Forces Memorial at Cooper's 
Hill, Runnymede, at the official opening last Saturday. The 
shank and wards are made from wrought palladium-ruthenium 
alloy, similar to the alloy used for the finest jewellery. The Air 
Force Crown was cast in the same alloy and hand-chased. The 
Royal cipher is inlaid in gold. The key was made to the archi- 


hy design by $. Starkie Gardner, Ltd., metal crafi 7 shack 


$0 made the mckel silver entrance gates of the " . 
was illustrated in our last issue- 





THE CONSTRUCTION OF POWER 
STATIONS ° | 


THE recent report of the committee on economy in the 
construction of power stations raises two of the most 
important problems in building to-day—namely, the need for 
economy in cost and in the use of materials, and the 
ability of maintaining a high standard of design and con- 
struction. To reconcile these two problems is often 
extremely hard task, as every architect knows. Unfortu- 
nately, the power stations committee have not made any 
really convincing attempt to reconcile them, but concentrate 
almost exclusively on the need for economy. Whilst in 
fairness to the committee it must be said that their terms of 
reference gave a strong bias in that direction, a more lively 
appreciation of the virtues of good design would not have 
been out of place. -The few references to the aesthetic 
qualities of some of the proposed substitute materials are not 
at all convincing. Even so, this over-emphasis on economy 
would perhaps have been understandable and tolerable if the 
committee’s recommendations for achieving economy had 
been more soundly based. As it is, the authorities concerned 
are being invited to sacrifice a good part of their standards 
of design and construction for the sake of a highly doubtful 


policy of economy. 


The committee, under the chairmanship of Sir Hugh 
Beaver, were instructed “ to consider in the light of present 
economic and supply difficulties whether any savings of 
materials or manpower can be introduced into the planning, 
designing and construction of power stations and in i 
in regard to the scarce materials, steel, timber, bricks, cement, 
etc.” The committee concluded that it would not be 


practicable to attempt economies in regard to work under 


construction or in an advanced state of design and planning. 
Sir Hugh and his colleagues therefore decided to direct 
their attention to the problems and implications of power 
station construction for the next ten years or so. ‘This was, 
clearly, the only realistic view for the committee to take. 
It is not quite so clear that they were right in assuming that 
“a very heavy programme” of power station construction 
is essential. It may well be that the more efficient course 
would be to concentrate on equipping industry with back- 
fired boilers which, in addition to serving their pri 
purpose, could generate a good deal of the electricity required 
in factories and workshops. If this course were adopted, the 
country could more easily afford the standards of design and 
construction which are criticised in the Beaver report. 


But, even assuming that a heavy programme of power 
station construction is necessary, the recommendations of 
this committee do not altogether convince. These recom- 
mendations fall under four heads: siting, design of plant and 
equipment, design of civil engineering works and buildings, 
method of carrying out construction and installation. It is, 
of course, the latter two heads which are of most interest to 
the building industry. With regard to design, Sir Hugh 
Beaver and his colleagues condemn the use of brick except in 
special circumstances. Where its use is unavoidable, they 
consider that the general object in design should be to express 
the nature of the brick wall as cladding rather than as a 
massive load-bearing structure. As an alternative, the use of 
asbestos is recommended, but the committee do not indicate 
how far the use of these alternative methods would involve 
increased use of steel. Where light-weight sheeting materials 
are not suitable, the use of precast concrete units is recom- 
mended. Here, again, the committee do not appear to have 
considered the point that this would economise in the use of 
brick by an increased consumption of another scarce material. 

A rather more convincing recommendation is the proposal 
that some of the plant and machinery should be left exposed 
instead of being housed in a building. Obviously, this 
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would save a considerable amount of building work, and 
this saving might justify some loss of amenity. Any proposal 
to sacrifice amenity, however, needs to be critically examined 
in the light of two factors—first, the siting of the particular 
power station, and, secondly, the amount of effective economy 
that will be achieved. As to siting, there is already a tendency 
on the part of the British Electricity Authority to move away 
from urban sites, and to build large power stations on the 
coalfields. But the economics of this are far from certain : 
although it saves the cost of transporting coal it reduces the 
chances of utilising waste heat for district heating and similar 
purposes. It may be that power stations should be sited in 
urban areas, in which case attention to amenity might be 
thought more important. 


Finally, although it is imperative to economise in the costs 
of construction and the use of materials, it is possible to over- 
emphasise this consideration. The 1952 programme was 
estimated to call for about 1 per cent. only of the annual 
output of bricks, 2 per cent. of the annual output of cement, 
and 1 per cent. of the building and civil engineering labour. 
At the most, any economies will be decidedly marginal in 
their effect. Are they worth the necessary lowering of 
architectural and building standards ? 


THE RECORDING ANGLE 


‘THE camera, we are told, cannot lie: but there are times 

when its lens seems to have been ground from the 
Blarney Stone rather than the clear crystal of absolute 
objectivity. Whether this is the bringing out of unsuspected 
beauty or mere flattery depends, of course, on whether the 
lens is turned upon ourselves or the other fellow. The 


question will never be settled, and the fact is, one supposes, ~ 


that photography illustrates the essential difference between 
truth and accuracy. This difference is subtle and not always 
perceived, but to digress into metaphysics in order to compare 
the relative nature of truth with the absolute nature of accuracy 
is beyond our scope. ‘ 


Our purpose, rather, is to mark an important event in the 
recent opening, by the Earl of Rosse, of an exhibition of 
architectural photography at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects reviewed last week; and at the same time to 


, offer to the Royal Photographic Society, joint sponsor of the 


October 23 1953 


exhibition, our congratulations on its centenary, of which 
the exhibition contributes to the celebrations. The event is 
important to the architectural profession in several ways 
The specialised architectural photographer is a proven and 
powerful ally—as visual public relations officer and inter. 
preter, as recorder, and sometimes as inconveniently candid 
friend. In the historical section of the exhibition, as recorder 
of treasures valued for reasons, mainly historical or emotional 
which are common to all, the photographer probably sees 
lens-to-eye with the architect, the art-historian and the 
layman. In the contemporary section, however, this 
unanimity cannot necessarily be taken for granted; the 
viewpoint differs. In the case of the layman few of the 
buildings have had time to pass into popular currency and 
are not initially accepted so unquestioningly as those which 
are “ protected ” or feature in the guide-books. In the eye of 
the architect, they may have been designed by old Blather, 
whose work is so personally uncongenial that it blinds us to 
the technical and artistic skill with which it is photographed. 
This, incidentally—sometimes ignorantly mistaken for pro- 
fessional jealousy—is an inevitable obstacle to architectural 
criticism by architects, since few of us would solve the same 
problem in precisely the same way. 


As for the photographer, who “ sees ” the subject as it were 
through the impersonal eye of his lens, he is less of a free 
agent in dealing with a contemporary building. It is to be 
assumed that the majority of photographs of new buildings 
have been commissioned by the architects. In that case, the 
photographer can at least make the best of a bad job—and 
he often does so with tact and skill worthy of a better object. 
At best, which covers most of the buildings shown at the 
RIBA exhibition, he applies that legitimate flattery to which 
the President of the RIBA refers in his foreword to the 
catalogue, in the sense of making a good building look its 
best—which is to say, how the designer sees it ; it is only the 
cynic who would add “ on a fine day, before the paint wears 
off.” 


When these points are taken fully into account, the RPS 
and the RIBA are to be congratulated heartily on an exhibition 
which will not only give pleasure visually but is also of great 
practical value. Allies are not always easy to find in a hurry 
when it comes to the point, and the sponsors have incidentally 
provided architects with a useful roster of specialised artist- 
technicians in this field. 





BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE, EC. 
Seen left is a photograph of 4 
model of this building incorporating 
the amendments to the roof line 
suggested by the Royal Fine Art 
Commission. The Commission con- 
sidered this model on-October 14, and 
it is understood that they now have 
no further comments to make on the 
design. The model will come before 
the Court of Common C ‘ouncil om 
November 19, when it ts expected 
that formal approval will be given. 
The recent history of the negotiations 
over this building is given pictorially 
on pages 612—613. 
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NOTES & NEWS 


pLANS FOR THE SOUTH BANK 


plans for the permanent develop- 
ment of the South Bank (Festival of 
Britain) site, announced by the LCC last 
week, and now under consideration by 
the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, are imaginative and full of 
promise. Briefly, they provide for several 
important new buildings, public and com- 
mercial, disposed not in the form of a 
continuous river frontage like the Victoria 
Embankment opposite, but informally 
in depth, about interconnecting squares 
open to the river. Distinctive features 
include a three-level approach and circu- 
lation, namely, a lower level with ramps 
for the underground parking of vehicles, 
aground level for pedestrians and essential 
vehicles, and promenades above for 
pedestrians from building to building and 
tothe Air Terminal and Waterloo Station. 
The block model shows that on the 
part of the site between Waterloo and 
Hungerford Bridges, where the Royal 
Festival Hall stands, there are to be three 
new buildings—a Conference Centre, an 
Art Gallery, and behind these, a large 
block of offices ; while on the other or up- 
stream side the principal building is to be 
a block of offices of 25 storeys and 250 ft. 
high, flanked left and right by a hotel 
and the National Theatre (on its new site), 
and to the rear, left, by more offices, 
and right, the Airways Terminal. A 
helicopter landing ground is provisionally 
suggested on the roof of Waterloo Station. 


TOWARDS A WIDER SCHEME 


THE PLANS appear to have been very 
carefully thought out, both for efficiency 
and visual effect. There may be some 
opposition to the abnormally high office 
block, which, however, would make a 
fine dominating feature to the whole 
group. If we are to have such high 
buildings in London large open sites 
such as this are the place for them. It is 
a pity that the Shot Tower cannot be 
retained ; most Londoners will regret its 
disappearance. We are glad to note 
trom the model that a dignified open 
space is to be formed at the intersection 
of York-road, Stamford-street, the Water- 
loo-road and the bridge approach. The 
present shapeless layout, with its islands of 
decrepit-looking buildings (which we 
criticised at the time of the Festival of 
Britain) is deplorable. ‘The LCC and its 
architects and planners are to be con- 
gratulated on their plans for this, the first 
(five-year) stage of a south side redevelop- 
ment, which must later be continued 
downstream to Blackfriars Bridge to 
embody the proposed Government Science 
Centre. Riverside central London will 
never have the dignity that one expects 
in @ gapital city until this redevelopment 
pleted. A fine start appears about 
made, and we trust that the Minister 
@ay be able to sanction the proposals 

thout delay. 






INCREASING MEMBERSHIP 


Tae RIBA continues to expand. The 
new Kalendar gives a total membership 
of 21,225 as against 20,182 for last year, 
a increase of 1,043. Honorary members 
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are four up at 225, Fellows 20 up at 2,046, 
Associates 1,155 up at 10,641, while 
Licentiates, as one would expect, show a 
decline—64 down at 2,597. There are 
8 fewer retired Fellows (191), 10 more 
retired Associates (145), and 2 more 
retired Licentiates (154). Students are 
75 fewer at 5,217, which may show that 
entry into the profession is past its peak. 
Subscribers at 6 show a fall of 1. The 
only new feature is a small entry on the 
Architects’ Benevolent Society. 

The Kalendar is obtainable from the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, W1, price 10s. 


WILTS AND DORSET ARCHITECTS 


AN EXHIBITION of work of members of 
the Wilts and Dorset Society of Architects 
is at present on view at the Shire Hall, 
Dorchester, until to-morrow, October 24. 


AGE AND EMPLOYMENT 


THE ever-increasing number of older 
persons in our population raises new and 
difficult employment problems. In Britain 
to-day the proportion of people past 
minimum pensionable ages (men, 65; 
women, 60) is greater than ever before 
and their numbers will continue to grow. 

This problem has been considered by 
the National Advisory Committee on the 
Employment of Older Men and Women 
which has made some important recom- 
mendations on the general principles 
which should govern engagement and 
retirement policy. "The committee recom- 
mends as the general policy in engaging 
workers that employing authorities of all 
kinds should give older people a fair 
chance on their merits to compete for 
available jobs and should review any 
practices or agreements, any provisions 
attached to pension schemes, or other 
special arrangements which place an age 








COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 26 

INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING MANAGEMENT.— 
London Region annual meeting. Building Centre, 
Store-street, WC1. 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27 

IAAS, Lonpon aNp Home Counties BRANCH.— 
““New Timbers and their Uses,’”” MOW lecture by 
Mr. P. L. Money. Eccleston Hotel, Eccleston-square, 
SW1. 6.30 p.m. 

BurtpInG CENTRE.—Exhibition of contemporary 
Spanish architecture. Building Centre, Store-street, 
WC1. Continuing until November 14. Daily 9.30- 
5p.m. Saturdays, 9.30-1 p.m. 

LMBA (CENTRAL AREA No. 5).—Luncheon and 
annual prize presentation. Berkeley Rooms, Putney, 
SW15. 1p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 

ARCHITECTURAL ASsOCIATION.—AGM and _ address 
by the president, Sir Hugh Casson, FRIBA. 34, 
Bedford-square, WC1. 8 p.m. Also genes of 
exhibition of Watercolours by Sir Hugh Cafson. 
Continuing until November 20. Daily, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Saturdays until 2 p.m. ° 

Moputar Society.—AGM. Royal Society of Arts, 
John Adam-street, WC2. 6.30 p.m. 

British CoLour Councit.— “ Colour To-day,” by 
Mr. R. F. Wilson. 10, Blackfriars-street, Manchester. 
6 p.m. 

ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocieTy.— Progress 
in Illuminating Engineering,’’ by Mr. R. O. Ackerley. 
Wine Lodge Hotel. The Burges, Coventry. 6 p.m. 

GavuGE AND Toot Makers’ AssociaTIon.—Luncheon 
and AGM. Savoy Hotel, Strand, WC2. 1 p.m. 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 

INSTITUTE OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS.—Presidential 
address by. Mr. James W. R. Adams, OBE, P. 

18, Suffolk-street, SW1. 6 p.m. 

STUDENTS’. PLANNING Group.—Talk on the Volta 
River Project, by Messrs. Peter A. Scott, MICE, and 
N. J. Cochrane, AMICE. 28, King-street, wcz. 
6.30 p.m. 


607 


barrier in the way of older people seeking 
employment. ? 


LINCOLN CIVIC TRUST 


in Lincoln to discuss plans for the forma- 
tion of a Lincoln Civic Trust for the 
preservation of artistic and cultural ameni- 
ties in the city. 

The Lord Lieutenant of Lincolnshire, 
the Earl of Ancaster, will preside at a 
public meeting at the beginning of next 
month to inaugurate the trust. Its object 
is the préservation of the historical aspects 
of the city and modern design and crafts- 
manship. 


WOKINGHAM SCHOOL 


Miss FLorence HorssrucH, Minister 
of Education, opened on October 14 
Wokingham Secondary Modern School, 
which has been designed by the develop- 
ment group of architects of the Ministry 
of Education. 

The Minister said that the project 
represented a new departure in the 
pemre : relations with local education 
authorities, and naturally, perhaps, it 
had been received with some suspicion 
and doubt. There was no intention of 
setting the school up as a model to be 
copied by all authorities. Authorities 
had, and knew they had, freedom to 
design their schools according to their 
own ideas, so’ long as they complied with 
the minimum requirements of the build- 
ing regulations and with the maximum 
limits of cost. A fuller report of Miss 
Horsbrugh’s remarks is on page 628. 
PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MSIA, Tas resigned from the post Of Chit Tadeo 
Officer Industrial Design 
more time to the study of modular co-ordination to 
resume his private practice as an architect and indus- 
trial designer. 

Mr. Jack GopFrrey-GILBERT, ARIBA, has an 
office at la, Linden-gardens, Bayswater-road, W2, and 
will be pleased to receive trade catalogues, etc. (Tel. : 
Bayswater 1540). 

Mr. S. V. THOMPSON, FRICS, chartered quantity 


surveyor, recently of 4, New-street, Leicester, now has 
his office at 83, by-street, Leicester (Granby 114). 


MEssrS. CLIFFORD CULPIN AND PARTNER, of 3, South- 


ampton-place, London, WCI, have their 
telephone numbers to Chancery 5395-6-7. These 
numbers will also serve the branch office opened at 


3, Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn, WC1. 
FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1853 


Saturday, October 22, 1853 


BALMORAL.—The Queen’s residence at 
Balmoral, concerning which we are often 
asked, is making considerable progress, 
and promises, without great pretensions, 
to be a piece of solid and real construc- 
tion. ‘The south and east sides have been 
roofed in, and will speedily be made fit 
for occupation. The building is wholly 
faced with dressed granite, the mouldings 
and ornamental portions being carved on 
the spot. A correspondent comments on 
the circumstance that the Highlanders 
seem to have a contempt for scaffolding, 
ropes, or windlass. He says that every 
block of granite—from 2 to 3 ft. long—is 
transported singly on a Highlander’s 
shoulders, up a narrow platform of 
boards and tressels, to the place where it 
is to be set, and with considerable celerity: 
larger blocks are conveyed by four 
Highlanders, on a couple of poles. 
Primitive, certainly... . 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


HEADSTONES BO WAR GRAVES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—While giving full praise for the 
good work of the Imperial War 
Graves Commission, to the architects and 
craftsmen, there is one important factor 
which, I feel, should have received more 
consideration, and care, in design. I 
refer to the headstones; these, to my mind, 
are badly proportioned (being too narrow 
for the height), feeble in design and 
unworthy of their great purpose. After all, 
they are surely the basic factor, and reason, 
for the layouts and designs. 

The regimental crests and pleasant 
lettering help considerably, but these, 
being delicately incised, will, I am afraid, 
soon deteriorate owing to weather. The 
cost of better designs for these stones 
could have been easily met by cutting out 
some of the detail on the buildings, and 
most of the carving. 

T. Frank Hawkes [FRIBA (retired)]. 

Hove, Sussex. 


FLUCTUATIONS CLAUSE— 
ARBITRATION 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In his letter (The Builder, Octo- 
ber 9, page 533) criticising the award 
of an arbitrator on a reference concerning 
“the fulfilment or otherwise of clause 
23 (A) of the RIBA form of contract,” 
Mr. H. E. Campbell appears to have 
completely missed the point of construc- 
tion upon which this decision was based. 
Clause 25 (A) first states that fluctua- 
tions shall be adjusted and subsequently 
requires the contractor to give “ written 
notice to the architect of any of the events 
referred to... .’’ Thus, whilst a con- 
tractor who does not give written notice 
within a reasonable time has broken a 
condition of the contract, this condition is 
not a condition precedent to the execution 
of the preceding portions of the clause, 
or; indeed, of the remainder of the contract. 
Mr. Campbell seeks to draw a parallel 
with clauses 3(a) and 3(b), but this 
obviously cannot be so, for clause 3 (6) 
states “‘ the contractor before making any 
variations . . .’’—the all-important word 
being “before,” as this word makes 
clause 3 (b) a condition precedent to the 
relevant portion of clause 3 (a). 

The difference between the relevant 
parts of these clauses 25(A) and 3 (d) 
may not have been apparent to Mr. 
Campbell but it seems obvious that if the 
last-but-one paragraph of clause 25 (A) 
was intended to be a condition precedent 
to adjustment of fluctuations, then some 
similar preliminary wording to that used 
in clause 3 (6) would have been inserted. 
This was not done. 

It gives interesting scope for speculation 
to consider that, on the basis of Mr. 
Campbell’s arguments, a contractor who 
failed to notify the architect of a decrease 
in prices could not be compelled to reduce 
his final account by the amount of such 
decrease in accordance with the variations 
of price clause. 

W. Ray Turner. 
[BSc, AIQS, LIOB(Assoc.Dip.)] 

45, Micklegate, York. 
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SALT GLAZED PIPES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I think it fair to say that both 
Mr. Wadsworth and Mr. Copp, by 
their explanations in your issues of 
September 25 and October 9, respectively, 
illustrate my point and confirm that the 
word “ Best”? as applied to salt glazed 
pipes is a contradiction of its intended use. 


It is obvious that since the introduction 
of the British Standard its original mean- 
ing has become obsolete, and that the 
truly best quality pipe is the one that 
meets all the requirements of the British 
Standard Specification and known as the 
“ British Standard Tested Pipe.” How 
can a poorer quality pipe be the best? 

V. SmmMons. 

188, Cheam Common-road, 

Worcester Park, Surrey. 
e*» And here this correspondence must end.—ED. 





INDEX TO THESES 


WHILE new publications dealing with 
British research appear daily, it is some- 
thing of a paradox that much of our most 
scholarly writing is never published. In 
this country the university thesis exists in 
typescript only and, once accepted, often 
becomes just an unrecorded archive. 

The need for a full list has been recog- 
nised for many years and now, with the 
publication by Aslib of the first volume of 
the Index to Theses accepted for Higher 
Degrees in the Universities of Great 
Britain and Ireland, there exists the first 
part of what is to be an annual national 
bibliography. 

Volume 1 covers the period 1950-51, 
and the editor, Mr. P. D. Record, has 
listed some 2,200 theses. All subjects 
have been covered and each entry con- 
tains the title of the thesis, the author’s 
name and university and a note indicating 
availability to the public. The work, 
obtainable from Aslib, 4, Palace-gate, W8, 
costs 25s., plus 6d. postage. 




















“I don’t think the South 
Bank helicopter service will 








start for some time yet !”’ 
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Rebuilding the City 


THE following letter from Mr 
Robertson, ARA, President of ae 
Institute of British Architects, on the 
subject of rebuilding the City, appeared 
in The Times of October 19 : 

[copy] 

mR,—Both building owners and arch;. 
tects will be interested in fe tae 
Mayor’s speech at the Mansion House 
[see page 626] referring to the difficulties 
besetting those concerned with rebuilding 
the City. It is hard to see how these 
difficulties can be avoided, unless a policy 
is followed more consistently than it has 

been in the past. 

As long as building licensing remains 
in force, clients wanting to rebuild 
damaged premises or erect new buildings 
are naturally reluctant to incur the 
expense of professional fees on a large 
project, unless there is some assurance 
of obtaining a building licence within a 
reasonable period ; the architect would be 
the last to urge his client to incur these 
expenses. If, therefore, on some date 
and without prior warning, Her Majesty's 
Government announce that a certain sum 
will be available for licensing of office 
buildings in the City, there must inevitably 
be delay before building operations can 
start, for few, if any, clients will have 
incurred the expense of preparing full 
plans and drawings in advance. The 
Government, the Royal Institute of British 
Architects and the building industry 
generally, have all subscribed to the 
principle that it is bad business to attempt 
to start building operations until complete 
drawings, specifications and details are 
available. Failure to observe that princi- 
ple involves delay in the building operation 
and additional expense. [If a client could 
be given reasonable warning and definite 
assurance that within a specified period 
a licence would be _ forthcoming, his 
architect could be instructed to proceed 
with the preparation of the working 
drawings and could be ready for the builder 
at the date of issue of the licence. 

It may well be impracticable to remove 
building licensing altogether at present, 
but the nearer we get to its abolition, the 
more will confidence revive and the 
manufacturers of building materials be 
encouraged to increase production, with @ 
resulting fall in building costs. Surely, 
therefore, it is all a question of confidence, 
as the Lord Mayor has suggested, and 
only the Government can supply the 
necessary stimulus. 

[Signed] Howarp RoseRrTsON, 
President, RIBA. 





COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOLS 


The Primary and Secondary Schools 
sub-committee of the LCC on October 2! 
reported the receipt of a resolution from 
representatives of teaching stafis of @ 
number of grammar schools main 
by the LCC proposing, among other 
things, that an experimental period of ten 
years be allowed in which to judge 
results in the comprehensive secondary 
schools already started and that, during 
that period, no steps be taken to 
more of these schools. 
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View from Waterloo Bridge of downstream sector of Festival Site as it now ts. 


SOUTH BANK PERMANENT REDEVELOPMENT 
LCC’s Comprehensive Scheme 


HE redevelopment of the South 
Bank has long been a cherished 


ideal of L 
County Council. 


took the 
ment bef 
Hall was 
Bridge. 


ment was 


War II. 
crombie 
( ( yunty 


compreher 


for the 
Public b 
gardens. 
Prepared 
South B 
to Vaux! 
ment plar 
Minister 


Ment as a | 


Area un 
‘lanning 
_ The j 
turther r 
to make 
for the 


ondoners and of the London 
In fact, the LCC 
first step in this redevelop- 


re World War I when County 


erected across Westminster 
Land for further redevelop- 
purchased before World 


ind in 1943 Professor Aber- 


ind Mr. Forshaw, in_ the 
London Plan, suggested a 
sive reconstruction scheme 
erside area, with sites for 
ldings, offices, theatres and 
\fter the war the Council 
plans for the whole of the 
k from Southwark Bridge 
\| Bridge and in the develop- 
it has been submitted to the 
' Housing and Local Govern- 
mmprehensive Development 
the Town and Country 
t, 1947. 
portance of the site was 
gnised when it was decided 
the main exhibition centre 
stival of Britain, and the 


Council at the same time took the 
major step of building the Royal 
Festival Hall. 

Immediately the Festival of Britain 
was over, the Council, anxious to 
enable the public to continue its 
enjoyment of the riverside amenities, 
carried out a temporary scheme, laying 
out the site with lawns, flower beds 
and paved walks, with provision for 
adults’ and children’s recreation and 
amusement. 

Meanwhile work was proceeding on 
plans for the permanent development 
of the site. "These are the plans which 
are now made public. 

The basic conception of the scheme ts 
the grouping of a number of large 
public and office buildings in such a 
wav as to give a feeling of spaciousness 
and vitality at a focal point on the 
south bank of the river, and to present 
to the moving eye of the Londoner a 
continuously interesting series of visual 
compositions, both in height and 
depth. The buildings on the riverside 
in particular have been chosen for their 
liveliness in the evening so as to avoid 


the ‘“‘dead’’ character so often asso- 
ciated with central office areas. 

An important innovation is that 
instead of the normal single multi- 
purpose ground level, the scheme has 
three levels—ground level for 
pedestrians and essential vehicular 
access; a lower level for vehicle 
parking; and an upper level for 
pedestrian promenading and _inter- 
communication from building to build- 
ing, extending, right across the site, 
from Waterloo Bridge to the Air 
Terminal and to Waterloo Station at 
platform level. 

The scheme is at present bisected 
by the Hungerford Railway Bridge into 
the ‘‘ Upstream ”’ and “‘ Downstream ’ 
sectors. ‘These are linked internally 
by a widened and realigned Belvedere- 
road, and along the riverfront by a 
paved riverside walk, through what will 
be memorial gardens to commemorate 
those Londoners who lost their lives 
in the war. 

On the Upstream sector, behind 
these gardens, are sited the National 
Theatre and a new hotel, while between 
Belvedere-road and York-road is a 
large office complex and an Air 
Terminal. The buildings are grouped 
to form two major interconnected 


sé 





it 
a 


baleen BONE See Pa 


a 


if 
~s 








A PRAT TS ST PNT His 


PIRI Cae PR oO re abe Fo: 
. , ie Ae ; , 


. 
* 


~~ 







a ee 


* Ur weg 


boge ) 


agen 


PMI Dine te, Aci LF OFF, 





FEed. SR > eee § “3. 


e 
















in eh a FS 


Rene tla atalcttelialeleetainin: iealhadenh dette mead 
- . ‘ . " . 


6 ld 


te 











OM CEA MAT ANA NB AEs RRP Sai ne tg AM DRO Rn 





-~ 
oes ve foe - 
St: nA ai. 


4 


c? ee 
ri. 


we" 















steal 


fe 
aa ~~ 


“ti 3 Ne a 
Pat 


ef P< 


at TE «te “hae 


_— 4. 
et Ae 


intent wipe, oes «lien. Ate Sen. 


ome 













610 


“* places,’’ one of which for the sake of 
description might be called ‘“ Theatre 
Square,’ and the other ‘“ Terminal 
Square.’” A third and smaller “‘place’’ 
will have some shops along one side. 

The dominating feature of this sector 
is a tall office building some 25 storeys 
high, which has been sited with careful 
regard both to its appearance within the 
area itself and also to its outline in the 
general silhouette of central London. 
This building stands out above the main 
height level of the other buildings, 
which is generally 11 storeys. 

If one imagines for a moment that 
the scheme as proposed is completed, 
from the Victoria Embankment one 
will see an asymmetrical composition 
designed essentially in three dimen- 
sions. "he major scheme is a great 
“place ’’ (Theatre Square) stretching 
back from the riverside with the tall 
building making an emphatic closure 
at the far end. Along its south side 
will stand the National Theatre, with 
County Hall beyond. Along the north 
side is the hotel, with its balconied 
fagade enriched by an elegant café- 
restaurant set over a long reflecting 
pool, which runs the full length of the 
hotel facade. The main block of the 
hotel, 11 storeys high, is set at right- 
angles to the three-storey south wing 


*” 


SOUTH BANK, PROPOSED LAYOUT 
6. 


1. Conference Centre. 
2. Art Gallery. 

3. Royal Festival Hall. 
4. Offices. 

5. Hotel. 
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overlooking Theatre Square. It stands 
back from the river front, and the space 
between it and the river is used for the 
hotel’s main restaurants, lounges and 
entertainment rooms at ground level, 
while at first-floor level there is a large 
promenade with roof gardens and 
paved spaces where visitors can enjoy 
the magnificent views of the river, the 
Houses of Parliament and Westminster 
Abbey beyond. 

Walking through “‘ Theatre Square ”’ 
one catches a glimpse of the Air 
Terminal building between the high 
office building and the National Theatre. 
On entering ‘‘ Terminal Square ’’ one 
finds that it is enclosed on all four sides ; 
to the south there is the new section of 
County Hall, to the west the National 
Theatre, to the east the suggested 
10- and 11-storey buildings on British 
Railway land adjacent to Waterloo 
Station, and to the north the 11-storey 
wings of the international headquarters 
for the Shell Petroleum Co., Ltd. 

Underneath the Square is planned 
the main accommodation of the Air 
Terminal, with its passenger halls, 
coach station and ancillaries with 
vehicular access by ramps off Belvedere- 
road and pedestrian access from the 
underground station at basement level ; 
to the east, over the roof of Waterloo 


WATERLOO 





National Theatre. 


7. Offices. 


8. 
9. 
10. 


Airways Terminal. 
Offices. 
Helicopter Landing Ground. 
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Station, it is suggested that a Helicopter 
Air Stop be erected, with provision for 
access to and from the Air Terminal. 

Enclosed on three sides by the Shell 
Office buildings and open on the west 
to Belvedere-road is a third open space. 
with a group of shops along its north 
side, and views and access to York- 
road and Terminal Square under the 
buildings, which are on columns. 

The Downstream sector will hay: 
two major squares, one paved and on: 
green. This area includes the Royal 
Festival Hall, which it is proposed to 
link with an international Conferenc: 
Centre, to be built alongside Waterloo 
Bridge, the actual link being in the 
form of an Exhibition Gallery follow- 
ing the curve of Belvedere-road. 

The Conference Centre, which wil! 
consist mainly of halls and meeting 
rooms, will be a comparatively low 
building, with its east front set back at 
first-floor level to form a broad terrace 
and will form the east side of a squar: 
which will be open to the river but will 
be enclosed on the west by the Royal 
Festival Hall and on the south by the 
Exhibition Gallery, the latter up on 
columns to leave the way through from 
Belvedere-road. 

From Waterloo Bridge one will be 
able either to pass straight on to the 
upper level terrace of the Conference 
Centre, or descend to the riverside 
gardens. 

Beyond Belvedere-road it is proposed 
to site an office building with shops on 
the ground floor, planned so as to forn 
a green area in front of the Royal 
Festival Hall. 

Full opportunity is being taken to 
plan comprehensively for vehicular 
traffic and parking, and large under- 
ground car parks with a total capacity 
of some 1,000 cars are indicated. 

This part of the South Bank Com- 
prehensive Development Area has been 
zoned for public buildings as the pre- 
dominant use and programmed in the 
first five-year period. "The plot ratio 
is 5:1 over the whole sector. 

The scheme was prepared under the 
direction of the Architect to the 
Council (J. L. Martin, PhD, FRIBA), 
the Senior Planning Officer (Arthur 
Ling, BA, ARIBA, MTPI), and the 
Assistant Senior Planning Officer, Re- 
construction Areas (P. Johnson-Mar- 
shall, DipArch, ARIBA AMTPI), 
by a reconstruction group team in the 
town planning division. 

R. J. Sharpe, LRIBA, A\TPI, as 
in charge of the South Bank Com- 


prehensive Area and C. ©. lL. Shank- 
land, MA, ARIBA, AM! ?PI, was 1? 
charge of the detailed sche:ne. They 
were supported by: M. Jeoer 


BA, ARIBA, W. Kay, B’ AM 
G. C. Goldman, BA, A\T'PI,_5. J. 


Sagan, DipArch, J. Jaracze ska (Mrs.) 
Ing Arch, AMTPI, W ar 
DipArch, ARIBA, and |). Cole, Aé 
Dip, ARIBA, AMTPI. 

The scheme has been prepared of 
consultation with the Council's Chie 
Engineer and County ~ Ce (J. 


Rawlinson, CBE, MEng, 
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STAGE 1—Model of basic design, before amendments to roof 


SHOWN ABOVE ts the elevation of the basic design for 
Bucklersbury House, previous to the amendments to the 
root line. Below is the model, with the amendments to the 
roof, as accepted by the Royal Fine Art Commission on 


STAGE 3—Final design as accepted by Royal Fine 


October 14. It has also been accepted by the clients and will 
come before the Court of Common Council for formal 
approval on November 19, ten days after consideration by 
the LCC planning committee. 


Art Commission on October 14. 
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View of classrooms and courtyard from the playground. 


October 


CRAYFORD NORMANDY COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 


Architects : 


SIDNEY H. 


Quantity Surveyors 
C. JOHN MANN & SONS 


for Kent County Council 


WOODROFFE, BUCHANAN & COULTER, FF.RIBA, 
In collaboration with 


LOWETH, FSA, FRIBA, KENT COUNTY ARCHITECT 


Consultants for Electrical and Mechanical Services 


G. H. BUCKLE & PARTNERS 











Builders 
SIMMS, SONS & COOKE, LTD. 


Play courtye 
looking toma’ 
hall and tan: 
tower. 
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kage school formed part of the Kent County 

Council’s 1950-51 programme and was designed 
to accommodate 360 infants with temporary use by 
mixed juniors and infants. 

[t is situated on gently sloping land with orchards 
on higher ground to the north, and has fine views to 
the south and south-east including a stretch of the 
Thames. ‘The school has been sited to conform with 
the contours and planned to give the best views from 
the classrooms. In siting and planning, consideration 
has been given to future schools which are to be built 
on adjoining land to the north of the present site. 





The desirability of breaking down the scale of a 
buildings in an infants’ school was borne in mind and nbeentesin 








informality has been introduced into the shape of the 
plan. ‘The assembly hall, entrance hall and dining 





space are adjoining, separated by mahogany and glass 
sliding partitions so that they can form a single hall 
when required. 

The kitchen, boiler chamber and tank room have 
been designed to meet the needs of a future school. 

\ feature of the construction is the use of composite 
ply-faced timber trusses in the classrooms. ‘These 
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and cloakrooms have thermoplastic til: 
quarry tiles are laid in the kitchen. 

Ceilings generally are lined with V-joint. 
fibre-board. The walls are mainly finishe: 
with emulsion paint. 


The buildings are heated by a low 
pressure hot water system with pipes and 
radiators supplied from the central boiler 
chamber; an independent boiler supplic 
the hot water. 


4 


The contract price including  elec- 
trical and mechanical services, which were 
carried out under a separate contract, was 
£63,488. Following is a list of sub-con- 
tractors :— 


Copper roofing, Holloway Metal Roofs, 
Ltd.; metal casements, doors and_ roof 
lights, Williams and Williams, Ltd. ; pre- 
stressed concrete roofs, Concrete, Ltd. : 
structural steelwork, Kelvin Construction 
- Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., 

View of classroom. Ltd. ; cloakroom fittings, James Gibbons, 

Ltd. ; hardwood strip floors, Hollis Bros., 

are wedge shaped and provide a single pitched roof. Ltd.; hardwood parquet floors, National Flooring 

They allow a deep window to be formed on the Co., Ltd.; thermoplastic floors, Armstrong Cork 

corridor side of the classrooms and this has made Co., Ltd.; quarry tile flooring, W. J. Pateman, 
possible the reduction of the classroom height whilst Ltd. 





still maintaining the daylight factor. Tile windowboard, Jaconello, Ltd.; — w.c. par- 

The external facing bricks are Crowborough hand- _ titions, Venesta, Ltd. ; sanitary fittings, B. Finch and 
made stocks. Pitched roofs to the classrooms and the Co., Ltd. ; fibre board linings, G. C. Horsburgh Co., 
assembly hall are covered with sheet copper on fibre- Ltd. ;_ sliding and folding screens, Educational Supply 


board. Windows are steel purpose-made. Flooring Association, Ltd. ; chain link fences, Peerless Fencing, 
to the halls and classrooms is in hardwood ; Corridors Ltd.; rolling shutters, Shutter Contractors, Ltd. ; 








Main entrance, assembly hall and tank tower. 
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Front elevation. 
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Bed-sitting room 


wardrobe fitting . 


Staircase at second floor. 
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HIS new building, completing 
the main quadrangle of St 
Peter’s Hall, was opened on June 29 
by Mme. Antonin Besse, widow of 
the French industrialist who was on: 
of Oxford’s most generous bene- 
factors. "The external treatment has 
been largely dictated by the older 
building which was designed by the 
same firm of architects in consulta- 
tion with the late Sir Herbert 
Baker, RA, in 1928. 

The load-bearing walls are faced 
with 2-in. hand-made bricks. The 
dressings are in Bath stone and the 
roof is covered with hand-made 
tiles. Floors and staircase are of 
reinforced concrete construction. 
The design of the main entrance 
presents a more faithful example of 
classical design than the doorways 
in the older building. 

Internally, the building differs 
considerably from the adjoining 
block and provides 12 large study 
bedrooms for undergraduates and 
two sets comprising study and sepa- 
rate bedrooms. "Two of the bed- 
sitting rooms on the ground floor 
are inter-connected and these are 
now in use as a junior common 
room. "The basement houses a 
large recreation room and _ store 
rooms. 

All the joinery is in oak and the 
floors in the main rooms are of oak 
and muhuhu blocks. The staircase 
and landings are covered with thick 
linoleum. Following is a list of the 
sub-contractors :— 
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Facing bricks, S. and E. Collier, Ltd. ; reinforced 
concrete, Diespeker, Ltd. ; reconstructed stone, Patent 
Victoria Stone Co., Ltd. ; asphalt tanking, Limmer 
and ‘Trinidad Lake Asphalte Co., Ltd. ; asphalt roof 
covering, Highways Construction, Ltd. ; flush doors, 
notice board and polishing to woodwork, Samuel 
Elliott and Sons (Reading), Ltd. ; mantelpieces and 
built-in wardrobes, Bath Cabinet Makers, Ltd. ; 
wood block flooring, Hollis Bros., Ltd.; floor 
and wall tiling, Carter and Co. (London), Ltd. ; 
sanitary ware, Dent and Hellyer, Ltd. ; plumbing 


recess : third-floor study. 


internally and externally, F. Church; electrical 
installation, Lowe and Oliver, Ltd. ; hot water installa- 
tion, Fred G. Alden, Ltd. ; roof tiling, H. T. Green- 
ham, Ltd. ; accotile flooring, London Flooring Co. 
(Reading), Ltd. ; linoleum flooring and ferodo stair 
treads, Webbers (Oxford), Ltd. ; ironmongery, James 
Wood ; steel casements and leaded lights, Cotswold 
Casement Co. ; hardwood handrail, F. J. Lewis, Ltd. ; 
gas installation, Oxford and District Gas Undertaking ; 
area balustrade, J. Clews, Ltd. ; fireplace curbs, G. R. 
Cooper (Oxford), Ltd. 


EXTENSION TO ST. PETERS HALL, OXFORD 


Bed-sitting room on 
first floor. 


Lavatory basin, etc., in enclosed 
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View of courtyard from the iorth-easé. 


Hawthorn Lodge Old People’s Home, Coventry 


City Architect 


D. E. E. GIBSON, CBE, ARIBA, 


Deputy City Architect 
F. B. POOLEY, ARIBA 


Chief Assistant Architect 
FJ. C. BARKER, ARIBA 


Architect in Charge 


W. A. JAMES, ARIBA 


Assistant Architect 


JOAN M. VAWSER, ARIBA 


Quantity Surveyor 


F. ROBINSON, FRICS, AIArb. 


Builders 
J. G: GRAY, LTD. 


MTPI 


AWTHORN Lodge, designed to accommodat 
42 old people of both sexes, is sited in a new 
neighbourhood unit on a bus route to town, and forms 
an integral part of the social pattern. From th 
outset the idea has been to avoid any feeling of separa- 
tion from the rest of the community and to allow th 
old people to participate in the life around them. ‘I' 
this end the Home was carefully sited in relation to 
housing and a school, and the grounds are not enclosed 
in any way. 

The planning and design of the Home itself we! 
influenced to a great extent by the cost limit imposec 
by the Ministry of Health. This was fixed at {£7()' 
per place and careful planning and detailing we! 
essential in order to keep within this limit. ‘T! 
final figure, including increases in cost of labour an: 
materials, is, in fact, £680 per place and although mat 
economies were necessary to achieve this, it was at th: 
same time found possible to use such floor finishes « 
cork tiles and to provide hot and cold water in | 
bedrooms. 

Plan.—The Home is planned on two floors a! 
contains 12 single bedrooms, 11 double bedrooms, a! 
two four bedrooms. Public rooms include dining 
room, large lounge, and small sitting-room, and tw 
flats are provided for resident staff. 


Construction —The external walls are 11-in. cavity 
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Vrez 


of entrance 


: ; 

hall, looking 

towards main en- 
trance. 


brick and the first floor and roof are of precast concrete 
slabs, the roof slabs being prestressed. Internal parti- 
tlons are constructed of 2-in. breeze blocks, 3-in. 
brick-on-edge and 4}-in. brick, and the first floor is 
insulated against sound by a glass silk quilt laid on the 
floor slabs and covered with building paper to receive 
the screed. The windows are standard wood case- 
nent throughout and the wood casement doors are 
purpose-made. The roof is covered with three-layer 
minous felt on a vermiculite screed laid to falls. 
Finishes —The walls are faced with multi-coloured 
sand-faced bricks and the coping is of precast concrete, 
Small areas of cement/sand rendering are smooth 
shed and painted with liquid stone paint. All 
rnal wall and ceiling surfaces are plastered and for 
“most part distempered, with small areas of wall 
Egg-shell paint is used in bathrooms and 
hen. Floors of bedrooms and public rooms are 
c vered with cork tiles, composition tiles being used in 


~ 


per. 


tee 
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corridors and staff rooms, and quarry tiles in bath- 
rooms, lavatories, stores and kitchen. Hardwood 
handrails are provided in all corridors and all internal 
doors are standard four-panel. The fireplace wall in 
the lounge is faced with sand-lime bricks. 

Services.—Heating is by accelerated low-pressure 
hot water with radiators throughout, and hot and 
cold water is laid on to each bedroom. Bell pushes 
are provided in all bedrooms, connected to an indicator 
board in each staff flat, with a changeover switch to 
allow for alternate use when the occupants are on 
duty. Following is a list of the sub-contractors: 

Precast concrete floors and roof, Concrete, Ltd. ; plumb- 
ing, J. S. Wright and Co., Ltd. ; heating, Brightside Engin- 
eering Co., Ltd. ; electrical work, P. D. Brady ; roofing, 
Permanite, Ltd. ; flooring, Mundet Cork Products, Ltd., and 
Marley Tile Co., Ltd. ; balustrading, Walker and Wood, 
Ltd. ; windows, Kingston, Ltd.; tiling, Coventry Tile 
Co., Ltd. ; fireplaces, Edwin H. Fryer ; plastic letters and 
numerals, The Lettering Centre; terrazzo, Marbolino 
Co. ; landscaping, Coventry Parks Department. 
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View of first-floor landing, main 
stair. 
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OPENING OF LIVERPOOL SCHOOL OF 


ARCHITECTURE’S ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Professor Sir William Holford’s Address 


Te wide gap that exists to-day in many 
cases between architects and their 
clients was one of the subjects touched on by 
ProFessOR SiR WILLIAM HOLFoRD, FRIBA, 
MTPI, when he opened the annual exhibi- 
tion of the Liverpool School of Architecture, 
in the Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool, on 
October 9. Sir William Holford said: 

It is a queer but not in the least an uncom- 
fortable experience to return to Liverpool 
after 28 years (almost to a day) after one’s 
frst arrival here as a student, and see what 
the School of Architecture is up to. It is 
queer because to someone who, as under- 
graduate and member of staff, has seen so 
many of these exhibitions opened, there is an 
Alice-through-the-looking-glass feeling about 
opening an exhibition oneself. I frankly 
admit that when I look through this glass I 
am singularly unimpressed by myself as an 
opener. I do not seem to be in the right 
cast with the White Queen and the Bishops 
and the statesmen and the rest of the colour- 
ful dramatis personae of the past occasions. 
| remember, for instance, Mr. Gordon Sel- 
fridge and his admiration for columns— 
“None of your flat pilasters for me,” he 
said—an admiration which Oxford Street 
shoppers have been compelled to share ever 
since. 

And by way of contrast, I remember Lord 
Waring, who was persuaded to give a Prize 
for Decoration, casting desperately about for 
the right thing to say to an audience of archi- 
tects, and the right example of fine building 
toquote. He was given no lead, and plunged 
at last. “I always think,” he said, “as I 
approach the House of Lords by way of 
Millbank on a moonlight night, that the 
Houses of Parliament are the noblest Gothic 
pile and the most dignified work of architec- 
lure to be seen in these islands.” Something 
very like a groan started in the ranks of the 
Fifth Year and travelled slowly backwards 
through the entire school; for just at that time 
we were in full flush of neo-classical com- 
position. True Gothic we ignored; and Vic- 
torian Gothic—including the Waterhouse 
fiothic of the University’s own Victoria 
Tower—we regarded as a joke in very poor 
laste, 


REVISED OPINION 


Twenty years later having to rebuild, after 
war damage, St. Thomas’s Hospital in Lam- 
seth, which is immediately opposite the 
Houses of Parliament on the South Bank 
of the Thames, I have learnt to appreciate 
Barry’s design and endorse Lord Waring’s 
verdict. This is through-the-looking-glass 
with a vengeance. And one further quota- 
tion from Alice is the best comment on it. 

“The horror of that moment,” the King 
went on, “I shall never, never forget.” 

“You will, though,” the Queen said, “ if 

you don’t make a memorandum of it.” 

I made very few memoranda when I was 
at Liverpool; and I promise you I will not 
indulge in personal reminiscence. Although 
ume has played many queer tricks in fact, 
my main impression of the Liverpool School 
'S too vivid ever to be forgotten. 

So, while a slight sensation of unreality 
Persists. I cannot but feel at home, with so 
many old friends (and some contemporaries) 
i the room, and the familiar designs—or 
ideas for designs—on the walls around, All 


exhibitions of architectural schoolwork are 
similar to some extent. During the last three 
years I have seen them at the Architectural 
Association and the Bartlett School, and at 
the Polish University College in London, at 
Sydney and Melbourne in Australia, at 
Venice and Rome in Italy, and at Pennsyl- 
vania and Harvard in the USA. In all these 
exhibitions you can find, in varying degree. 
three similar influences at work. The first 
is the influence of the teachers, who are on 
the staff; the second is the influence of those 
teachers who are not on the staff—of Le Cor- 
busier and Gropius and Frank Lloyd Wright 
and Alvar Aalto, whose ideas are positively 





Mr. Ian Lacey, winner of the Charles Reilly 

Medal and Prize, seen with Sir William 

Holford (on right) at the opening ceremony of 

the Liverpool School of Architecture’s annual 
exhibition. 


jet propelled, like guided missiles, through 
the medium of a world Press, to destina- 
tions they have never dreamed of. The 
third influence is that of the student body 
itself, of what one might call the corporate 
mind and fancy of, at any rate, the senior 
members of the school, who have been sub- 
jected for some years to the two previous 
influences and have adopted them, or trans- 
formed them or even reacted from them. 

The movements of this corporate student 
mind are pretty well unpredictable; yet they 
make a coherent pattern all over the world 
at any given period of time. Hence the simi- 
larity of the school exhibitions. But do not 
imagine that, because of this you can tell 
what is going to happen in future—or even 
next year. Like the flight of starlings, 
without a word of command, nor any pre- 
arranged signal, the direction will suddenly 
change, and the whole flock wheel and dis- 
appear from sight. 


A GREAT SQUADRON LEADER 


I have a suspicion—and I hope it is not an 
unworthy suspicion, for (like hundreds of 
others) I owe him a very great deal, more, 
indeed, than I can say here—that this change 
of direction slightly troubled the late Sir 
Charles Reilly during the last decade of his 
reign. But, like the great squadron leader 
he was, he turned in his own track and lost 
no time at all in catching up with his flock 
and putting himself in his rightful position. 
at the head of the formation. 

Although I was a student of Professor 
Reilly’s at the “old cowshed” in Ashton- 
street, I had the privilege later on of working 


625 


ander Professor Budden in Abercromby- 
square as a lecturer on the staff; and I hope 
he will forgive me when I say that he wisely 
adopted a very different policy. Professor 
Budden established—to continue my aerial 
metaphor—a sort of “ ground control ” over 
his architectural squadrons. He launched 
them, prepared for their landings and en- 
couraged the stragglers, keeping all the while 
a sympathetic and humorous eye on their 
constant changes of speed and direction, 
their aerobatics and their occasional “ vic- 
tory rolls.” So that there must be hundreds 
of us who owe him a debt of gratitude, of 
which we were not perhaps aware at the time 
we left the school. 


I have always thought that in one respect 
our universities are very hard on their re- 
tired professors. With many well-earned 
expressions of goodwill, and a pension some- 
what deflated by the continuous fall in the 
value of money, they are cast, defenceless, 
into a sea of testimonials. A really grateful 
institution would provide them with the 
services of a benevolent but discriminating 
secretary, from a uniformed corps of 
Appointment and Reference Officers, on at 
least three mornings a week. I speak from 
experience in this matter; and I know very 
well that my correspondence must be small 
compared with Professor Budden’s. 


WEIGHT OF “ SHEER NUMBERS” 


I do not think it is realised what a differ- 
ence was caused by the increase of sheer 
numbers to the task that faced Professor 
Budden, and now faces Professor Gardner- 
Medwin and his colleagues, as compared 
with their predecessors. Forty years ago, 
when Chalton Bradshaw won the first Rome 
Scholarship for Liverpool, the number of 
students in the school was only 27. In the 
mid 1920s, a period which subsequently 
turned out to be a positive breeding ground of 
professors (e.g., Gordon Stephenson, Brian 
Lewis, Robert Gardner-Medwin, Denis 
Winston, Clifford Holliday), the numbers 
were round about 80. But Lionel Budden 
had to organise a curriculum for 264 at the 
end of the war and the numbers rose to 
nearly 450 (the Polish School contributing 
50 to 60 in the years 1944-46. It seems clear 
that this figure is too high to be good for the 
student, the staff or—in the economic sense 
—for the country. It may be argued that 
out of 60 who graduate only a small pro- 
portion will eventually make first-rate archi- 
tects, town planners or teachers. But in a 
five-year university course a very high pro- 
portion should make that grade. In fact the 
reputation of the school depends upon it. 
Large numbers certainly do not guarantee 
high quality in design and may even detract 
from it. And Liverpool has a good standard 
to keep up. 


Since Stephen Potter introduced the subtle 
art of Gamesmanship it is practically im- 
possible to go in for good honest boasting, 
as Professor Reilly used to do so admirably. 
But one cannot help remarking on the fact 
that Liverpool men are still making their 
mark on the world as well as in it. What 
Maxwell Fry did in West Africa and is now 
doing in Chandigarh, the new capital city 
in Bengal, Gardner-Medwin in the West 
Indies, R. P. S. Hubbard in the Mediter- 
ranean, the Cowins in South Africa, to name 
only a few at random and without reference 
to the work being done in this country—these 
are all achievements that will have a place 
in the architectural history of our times. And 
there is another generation of Liverpool 
architects following close behind, an old 
Liverpool man in charge of a ci Fidler 
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at Birmingham), of several counties, of two 
new towns (Harper at Corby: Reay at 
Stevenage), of the development of a uni- 
versity, and of domestic and public buildings 
in many places. : 


ARCHITECTS AND THEIR 
CLIENTS © 


The ‘layman may well ask whether the 
drawings in this exhibition represent the 
shape of things to come. In one sense I 
suppose this is so. Historians and critics 
are fond of saying that every age gets the 
architecture it deserves. There are certain 
transitional periods, however, in ‘which 
patronage of the arts is uncertain and 
changing, when the public gets the archi- 
tecture which its architects think it deserves. 
And this may be ong of those periods—a 
technocratic interlude. There is, at all events, 
a noticeable difference of outlook, in many 
places and on many occasions, between 
architects and their clients. There is even 
more of a gap between the fashionable 
sculptors and the intelligent man in 
the street; and the latter now requires an 
art critic to explain what the sculptor is 
after and how significant he is; a state of 
affairs that would have been incomprehen- 
sible to Donatello, or even to the late Eric 
Gill. These differences widen and narrow 
throughout the course of history. Sometimes 
they are a sign that. the architects and 
artists are looking ahead, out of present fog 
and muddle, to a new world; sometimes that 
they are lagging behind: and at other times 
they are a sign of the incapacity of those 
who want building and painting and sculpture 
to use their designers in the right way, to 
give them their confidence, and to bring 
them into the middle of the stream of daily 
life. 

The schools, of course, reflect the general 
situation in a simpler and more exaggerated 
form. I know of some schools—which shall 
be nameless—where “client-resistance”’ is 
elevated almost to the level of a principle. 
“If so-and-so likes the design,” they say, 
“there must be something wrong with it”; 
or they will say “ the committee lapped it up, 
but we wouldn’t care to illustrate it in the 
architectural Press.” This is not as absurd 
as it sounds. There is such a thing as artistic 
integrity; and the designer who tries to please 
everybody pleases nobody—least of all 
himself. But if—as I rather suspect—the 
gap between the architects and their public 
could still be narrowed with advantage to 
both sides, it would seem that each side must 
study the other, without too much prejudice. 


There are good clients, bad clients, and 
simply tiresome clients (who may be either 
good or bad), just as there are good and 
bad patients, and good and bad advisers— 
all these occupations have to be learned. 
Society, in one curious democratic or bureau- 
cratic form or another, is replacing the in- 
dividual as the average client. In architec- 
tural matters society is becoming more 
expressive than it was; and good architects 
and town planners all over the world are 
going out of their way to meet it, whether 
it takes the form of a United Nations Tech- 
nical Assistance Programme, a Colonial 
Government, our own Ministry of Education, 
the British Electricity Authority, a university, 
the housing committee of a borough, or the 
council of a parish. 

As to the student designer, his architectural 
dreams—until the client arrives—are pure 
if somewhat nebulous; no matter how expert 
his working drawings, he still has the ideal 
client—himself. I am sure you would not 
wish it otherwise. 


#y 
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ARCHITECTS’ 


REGISTRATION COUNCIL 
Eighty-sixth Ordinary Meeting 
T the eighty-sixth ordinary meeting of 
the Architects Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom, which was held at the 
RIBA, 66, Portland-place, London, WI, on 
October 16, it was reported that on Septem- 
ber 25 there were still 374 retention fees 
unpaid, and seven payments of 10s., etc., 
only. The corresponding figure for 1952 
was 325 and eight of 10s. only. For 1951 it 
was 332 and 10 payments of 10s. only. A 
list cf those architects whose fees remained 
unpaid was circulated at the Council meet- 
ing, and their names will be struck off the Jorg 
register failing payment by November 16, Mayor on Lack of Confidence 
with the exception of architects resident . THE LORD Mayor oF Lonpon, ALDERMAN 
overseas, who were allowed until the end of S!8 Rupert De 1a Bere, MP, spoke of the 
the year in which to pay. rebuilding of the City when he proposed the 
The Finance and General Purposes Com- ‘St of prosperity to the public purse and 
mittee submitted the accounts for the half- ‘he health of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
year ended June 30, 1953, together with the Chequer, on the occasion of the annual 
balance sheet as at June 30, 1953, and these ‘immer given by the Lord Mayor to the 
were approved by the Council. merchants and bankers of the City of 
In reply to a question by Mr. Vincent London, held at the Mansion House on 
Burr, Mr. Ceci KENNARD, chairman of the October 14. Earlier, Mr. Butler, Chancellor 
committee, said that the possibility of of the Exchequer, had reviewed Britain’s 
reducing the retention fee was always in the financial situation. 
mind of the committee. ve Bede is wanted — all else,” said the 
A total of 182 applicants who qualified by “Oro Mayor, | is that a proper licensing 
examination ae Niles 6 () (0) of the Sittin should be ‘set up to enable this re- 
Principal Act were admitted to the register, Siene, Went Seitok se cannot dactem 
and siahi ‘were iedlihiited who qualified our trade and which should come into oper- 


under Section 6 (1) (d) of the Principal Act, ation wemcet Sermet dang.” 
and under Regulation 26 (a) (3) Architects The Common Council had been chastised 


: = : a by some sections of the Press because they 
resigned—seeking readmission. : ildins 
The total number of applications received yo ere erg oe ct 4 9 oe ee 
ashton ot and Regulations 26 (a), He had ole told that if ns sardone aid 
» (5, an 2 Mh * : 
3,972 eva ronapiaivalied 4c eduiiakiane reenbet tt we oe 62 xc Atma Beal od 
ie we , TUSSION, duce plans for rebuilding, all would be ready. 
“7 renege and 204 applications But, he asked, would they, as business men, 
bi mee en a balance still to be spend thousands of pounds in planning if 
The Protéeciodat ; they felt their chance of getting proposals 
¢ Professional Purposes Committee through was only slender and remote? 
reported that they had received a memoran- They had been told by the Minister of 
dum from the National Association of Works that for central London £10m. had 
British Chambers of Commerce in which been allocated. What had happened was that 
strong representations were made against the £6,500,000 was given by way of licences and 
decision of the committee in 1949, confirmed of that amount £4,500,000 was going to a 
in 1951 and noted on both occasions by the marvellous national institution for which he 
Council, that an architect should not allow had the greatest esteem and respect, but it 
his name to appear in a list of members of was not for private enterprise. There was 
Chambers of Commerce classified into trades for private enterprise only about £2,500,000. 
and professions. : The Lord Mayor continued: “ I believe that 
Some stress is made in the memoran- if, after 1945, we as a nation had got to 
dum,” the report continued, “on the fact that gether and said that the quickest road to 
solicitors are permitted by the Law Society recovery lies in the rebuilding of this greatest 
to allow their names to appear in classified of all cities, then to-day we should have 
lists in the year books, provided that there had a rebuilt City of London which would 
Is MNO general statement in the year books have done more to restore prosperity than 
that “members would be well advised to almost anything else we could have done. 
consult or have dealings with other members “It is no good saying it is the merchants’ 
of the Chamber of Commerce.’ ” fault because they have no plans and archi- 
A passage in the National Association’s tects’ approval. That is because they had no 
memorandum that “The decision of the confidence that anything real would be 
sa _ led ; to resignations from done.” 
ambers by members of the architectu iS 
profession,” was held by several sen INTEREST ON LOANS 
of the Council to indicate that inclusion in Treasury Announce Reduction for Local 
such lists did in fact have advertising value. Authorities 
A member who was himself the chairman THE TREASURY announced on October 19 
of a chamber of commerce thought there that the rates at which local authorities can 
was no doubt that this classification did con- borrow from the Government's Local Loan 
Stitute advertising. Fund are reduced as from that date. 
__A proposal that “ the action of the Council Advances for up to five years go down from 
- nig and 1951 be confirmed,” was 23 to 2% per cent., adyances tor between 
= celia five and 15 years from 3% to 34 per cent. and 
oogieu:: ce also reported that they had advances for over 15 years from 4% to 4 Pe 
en asked to advise on the appearance in a cent. This is the first change since February 
pamphlet called “ The Case for Illuminated 8, 1952. 
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Signs,” published by The Electr j 
Manufacturers’ Association, of okie 
two well-known architects, accompanied by 
their portrait Photographs. The committee 
had replied that, in their Opinion, if the 
photographs of the architects concerned 
accompanied by their statements were pub- 
lished with the knowledge and consent of the 
architects, it savoured of advertising, and 
ons therefore undesirable. 
eferring to the revision of the C f 
Conduct, the committee said that the — 
was still under consideration and awaiting 
the comments of the constituent bodies on 
the draft submitted by the sub-committee 


REBUILDING THE CITY 
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SOCIETIES 


s0UTH YORKSHIRE SOCIETY OF 
ARCHITECTS 


Presidential Address 


TH subject of town planning in Sheffield 
was discussed by Mr. S. ELDEN MINNs, 
LRIBA, in his presidential address to the 
Sheffield, South Yorkshire and District 
Society of Architects on October 8. 

There had been various attempts by differ- 
ent people to produce a plan for Sheffield, 
he said, but although this had of necessity 
been revised and altered from time to time, 
very little progress or result could so far be 
seen, and one wondered when something 
tangible would be forthcoming, after all the 
planning had been done on paper. 

“§o far in this City,” he continued, “ the 
Town Planning has been in the hands of the 
City Engineer, as Town Planning Officer, 
with the result that wider roads for faster 
traffic seem to have been given priority of 
place in the scheme of things. 

“The proper regulation of traffic through- 
out the city must, of course, be provided for, 
but we should never lose sight of the fact 
that new buildings, we hope, will one day 
add to the beauty of the city along these 
roads. It is the buildings, individually or in 
groups, which will make the city and not the 
roads, these being merely the means of 
approach or of passing them. 

“It is, therefore, only by very clever and 

careful planning of these roads, and in par- 
ticular in forming vistas, open spaces and 
suitable approaches to our buildings, that 
they will be seen to the fullest advantage, 
and by which means we hope that a new 
and statelier Sheffield will arise from the 
ashes of the last war. 
_ “In this connection, I would say that it 
is essentially the province of an architec- 
turally trained mind, rather than that of an 
engineer, to harness the planning of build- 
ings with that of the new roads. We should 
then hope to have planning as it should be, 
that is in three dimensions. 

" One instance of very successful Town 
Planning can be seen in the City of Coventry, 
which is getting well into its stride with its 
City Centre, and where moreover the Town 
Planning Officer is an Architect. 

“It is significant that this address should 
happen to coincide with the coming retire- 
ment of our present City Engineer and Town 
Planning Officer, and I am sure that every- 
one here this evening will join with me in 
wishing Mr. Collie every happiness in his 
retirement. 

“At the same time, would it, I wonder, be 
wishful thinking’ that the City should 
avail themselves of this great opportunity 
and appoint an Architect as Town Planning 
Officer for the future? I feel that we in this 


iety sincerely hope that they will see fit 
to do so.” 


Architecture as a Career 


Rb the subject of architecture as a career, 
mt. Minns said: 
‘i ee to me that our universities and 
bes S of architecture are filled to the 
im with students who wish to enter our 
seat profession, 
BY pad more young people seem to be 
the 8 Out to try to become architects than 
comparative few who really have the 
‘ue aptitude for the work or who really 
thie «10, ©XPlore the wide fields covered by 
18 Most fascinating occupation. : 


“The aptitude of a student usually 
makes itself apparent within the first 12 
months, and should this not be so at the 
end of that period, he or she should be 
told so quite firmly and not allowed to 
go forward. 


“If such people are allowed to go for- 
ward, in later life they will possibly be- 
come responsible for some awful edifice, 
which will disfigure the land for many 
years. 


“I should like to emphasise at this point 
how very important is the practical side of 
an architect’s training, and strongly advise 
students in all stages to take every oppor- 
tunity of visiting buildings under construc- 
tion and so make themselves familiar with 
the actual work on the site. 

“The question of the 12 months office 
period, before taking the examination in 
professional practice, has been so well ven- 
tilated as to need no further comment from 
me, €xcept that I do consider this to be the 
absolute minimum time required in which 
to acquire the rudiments of office routine.” 

Referring to the co-operation between the 
architect and the builder, he said that to 
enjoy harmony throughout the duration of a 
contract, there should be complete under- 
standing with your builder. 

No contract was really easily performed 
and carried out to-day as, owing to shortage 
of materials and long delays in deliveries, 
it was very easy for tempers to become short 
and nerves to get frayed. 

A great many of these difficulties could 
be eased, if not entirely overcome, by more 
frequent visits to the site. These tended to 
give the man on the job added confidence and 
enthusiasm in his endeavour to carry out 
the architect’s wishes. 

“ There is, as most of you know,” he said, 
“a tendency for potential clients to approach 
builders direct in the first instance. In many 
cases the work is accepted by these builders 
and no architect is employed. In other cases, 
the builder calls on an architect to prepare 
drawings for his client, and at once the pro- 
per relations become reversed. On the 
other hand, a contractor of repute will im- 
mediately tell his client that he would be 
well advised to employ an architect, and this, 
I feel, is the only correct and proper way 
to deal with the matter. 

“ Whether this point has even been venti- 
lated previously I cannot say, but as con- 
tractors look to architects to provide them 
with work, so I think we architects may well 
expect to be treated in a reciprocal manner 
by the contractors. 

“TI do hope that this does not sound like 
begging work from the building industry, 
because I can assure them that this is not so, 
but I do wish to emphasise that adherence to 
the proper procedure must, in the end, en- 
sure a happier relationship to the general 
satisfaction and benefit of all concerned. 

“ An architect’s first duty is to his client, 
vet I still feel that the closer co-operation 
between the architect and builder will bring 
added advantages to all three. 

“Let us never forget the importance of 
the client in our practice, for without him 
we should be unable to carry on. Remember 
it is he who pays the price, not only for 
his buildings but also our fees, and he is. 
therefore, entitled to every consideration and 
attention which we can give him. However 
crazy his ideas may seem to us—and who 
amongst us has not encountered this type 
of client?—it is our duty to see that his 
requirements are interpreted as closely as 
possible in our designs. : : 

“We must not, under any consideration, 


look down with a superior ai 
his ideas are no good, but by diplomacy 
tact must lead him gently to way of 
thinking, so that in the end he will really 
believe he has got his own way. 

“One further impo 
my mind, and I feel something should be 
about it. I refer to 


= 
E 
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mit them to the Local Authority for approval 
under By-Laws and Town Planning. 

“At the Allied Societies Conference at 
the RIBA in London this problem was dis- 
cussed at great Iength. It was, of course, 
appreciated that the present Registration Act 
could not prevent this most undesirable prac- 
tice, but the matter has been referred to the 
Executive for their consideration and action. 
It is therefore hoped that with the co-opera- 
tion of the authorities concerned, some 
formula may be found that will eventually 
put a stop to this practice, to the advantage 
of our profession.” 


Controls 


On the subject of controls and restrictions, 
he said: “From time to time we hear 
rumours that licensing is to be ended, but 
that time is not apparent yet. I feel, person- 
ally, that controls could well be taken off all 
domestic work without in any way upsetting 
the school or other government building pro- 
grammes. High costs and shortage of mate- 
rials would seem to me to be sufficient to 
deter any mad rush into building to excess. 

“ Finally, what about ‘ Design’? Here, I 
am afraid, I am tyeading upon delicate 
ground. Nevertheless, I do feel that it is time 
we made some move to get away from what 
I can only describe as the ‘Cardboard Box’ 
type of building which we see so often now 
illustrated in our architectural papers. Some 
of these buildings are undoubtedly excellent, 
but many are not, and this theme has been 
going on so long it runs the risk of being 
overdone. Cost and Standardisation are, I 
know, very important factors, but weuld it 
not be pleasant to see a few more curves in 
the elevations of our buildings and a little 
more roof perhaps, and—dare I mention it? 
—some embellishment in the way of mould- 
ings.” 
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Warning on “Closed Shop” Policy at 
Home Counties Luncheon 


(THE London and Home Counties Branch 
of the IAAS held their Coronation Year 
luncheon at the Dorchester Hotel, London, 
on October 14, with Lieut.-Colonel B. C. G. 
Shore, FIAA, LRIBA, branch chairman, in 
the chair. The toast of the branch and of 
the Association was proposed by Sir William 
Fitzgerald, QC. 

Replying to this toast, ALD. F. W. Dean, | 
FRSanI, FRSA, president, IAAS, said that 


. 


the Association’s examinations for building ~ 
and quantity surveyors were now, with one © 
exception, given full recognition, and he ~ 


hoped that this matter would soon be put 


right. He hoped, too, that it would not be / 
long before their architectural examinations } oP 


were also recognised, a step which would § 


mean the completion of a part of the Asso- =, 


ciation’s task of consolidating the position 
of architects and surveyors. 


It had been suggested that a separate), 





body should be set up to look after the 
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interests of salaried architects on the lines 
of the British Medical Association. There 
were, however, objections to this unless it 
was done with the consent and co-operation 
of the RIBA and other existing bodies. 

Continuing, Ald. Dean said that the sug- 
gestion had been made to make the profes- 
sion more commercial, and that architects 
should serve on the boards of contractors. 
“We deplore the suggestion,” he said. 
“ There can be no gain, but a distinct loss 
of prestige to the profession.” He hoped, 
however, that the time would come when 
the construction of all buildings over a 
certain size would be directed by properly 
qualified practitioners. Pre-planning, too, 
was another essential requirement for suc- 
cessful building operations, and he wanted to 
see closer co-operation between architects 
and surveyors in this matter; the quantity 
surveyor, he. declared, should be brought in 
at the earliest possible stage of building 
planning. 

word “ surveyor ” was too general and 

ambiguous, and in order that the public 
should clearly understand the position they 
were sectionalising their membership within 
the various categories—building surveyor, 
quantity surveyor, land agency and valu- 
ation, land and fire, and so on. 

“These and many other matters affecting 
the welfare of the architectural and survey- 


ing professions,” the speaker continued, “ call 


for united action, and I hope that the RIBA 
and the RICS, who hitherto have elected to 
stand alone, will now realise that the IAAS 
is an important and powerful organisation, 
that it is not willing to acquiesce in 
any “closed shop” policy, but is able 
and willing to join forces with all 
recognised bodies in. safeguarding the in- 
terests of architecture and surveying, and 
the maintenance of a high standard of edu- 
cation, efficiency and integrity.” 

The toast of the guests was proposed by 
Mr. F, J.. Meekins, FIAS, FIAC, vice- 
chairman of the branch, and was replied to 
by, Mr. J, R. W. Alexander, CBE. president 
of the Institute of Arbitrators. 


FACULTY OF ARCHITECTS AND 
SURVEYORS 


Devon and Cornwall Branch Formed 


THE INAUGURAL MEETING of the proposed 
Devon and Cornwall branch of the Faculty 
of Architects and Surveyors and the Faculty 
of Surveyors of England, was held on 
September 18, at the Grand Hotel, Plymouth. 

Mr. H. M. Soar, general secretary, 
addressed a good attendance of members 
upon matters of domestic policy and in- 
formed them of the desire of the executive 
council to create flourishing branches in 
various parts of the country. The officers 
and committee of the branch were elected. 

Members who are interested in branch 
affairs, resident in the two counties, should 


. communicate with the Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
, E. Voaden, 17, Malmesbury-close, Plymouth. 


Devon. 


Central London Brarch 


Members resident in London are asked to 
note the name and address of the new Hon. 


. Secretary, viz—Mr. J. H. Martin, 76, Great 
* North West-road, Hounslow West, Middle- 


sex. (Tel.: Hounslow 6592.) 





| Book Catalogue 


A catalogue has been issued by B. T. Bats- 


Re’ ford, Ltd.. 4, Fitzhardinge-street, Portman- 
» square, W.1, listing and describing the books 
= published by that firm. 
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WOKINGHAM 
EXPERIMENTAL SCHOOL 
OPENED 


Minister on “ Groundless ” Fears of 
Local Authorities 


Vy TOKINGHAM Secondary Modern 

School was opened on October 14 by 
Miss Horsbrugh, the Minister of Education. 
This school was designed by the Develop- 
ment Group of Architects of the Ministry of 
Education. : 

THe MINISTER said that the project repre- 
sented a new departure in the Ministry’s 
relations with local education authorities. 
Naturally, perhaps, it had been received with 
some suspicions and doubts and she wanted 
to allay these if she could. 


Fears had been expressed that this Wok- 
ingham school represented the thin end of 
the wedge of the Ministry’s encroachment on 
the duties of authorities and that eventually 
the Ministry would take over the design of 
all schools. These fears were groundless. 
Each annual building programme contained 
some 400 new school projects. No single 
office could carry the vast burden of design- 
ing them all. So far as the Ministry was con- 
cerned there was not, and never had been. 
any intention of extending the Development 
Group’s activities beyond its proper role of 
research, experiment and development. 

Miss Horsbrugh said that there was no 
intention of setting this school up as a model 
to be copied by all authorities. Authorities 
had, and knew they had, freedom to design 
their schools according to their own ideas so 
long as they complied with the minimum re- 
quirements of the building regulations and 
with the maximum limits of cost. These 
controls were kept as simple as possible and 
they provided for a wide area for experi- 
ment at the discretion of the authorities 
themselves. Indeed, one of the Ministry’s 
objectives since the war had been to en- 
courage variety and experiment in all 
aspects of design. 


Cost of Construction 


The Minister said she fancied there was 
a feeling that this school had been designed 
and built at too great a cost. The taxpayers 
and ratepayers were right to insist that their 
money was not spent unnecessarily and that 
good value was got for it. 

The school certainly gave the impression 
of spaciousness and dignity, but this had not 
been achieved by lavish spending. The area 
per place was only 76.5 sq. ft. The average 
area for schools designed in 1949 was 110 sq. 
ft., and in 1950 90 sq. ft. The cost per 
place for this school on tender in March. 
1951, was £215; at current prices this would 
be about £255 compared with a limit at that 
time of £290 and an average of £276. The 
current cost limit had now been brought 
down to £250. This was not to say that the 
final cost would be £255; the final cost would 
not be known for some months yet. Further- 
more, since this school was designed and as 
a result of further experience, schools now 
being started were more economical both 
in area and in cost. 

If we were to advance in any field some- 
body must be prepared to try new things. 
Berkshire in this instance had been prepared 
to experiment and the Ministry was most 
grateful for their co-operation. It was hoped 
that these experiments would benefit all 
authorities. If the experiments succeeded, 
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other authorities might decide to adopt them 
If they failed, the same mistakes must not 
be made again. The Berkshire authority 
had proved excellent clients. They had 
given the architects clear and detailed guid. 
ance on the educational functions of the 
various parts of the building. This was 
particularly welcomed because architects 
should not be expected to design good schools 
on their own. If they were to provide satis. 
factory conditions for the various activities 
of a school they must know what the 
teachers and the children were to do in them 
and where they were to do it. 

The co-operation of manufacturers was 
also welcomed. Several new building com- 
ponents and fittings were being tried out at 
Wokingham, Each of them had been care- 
fully designed for its purpose with economy 
very much in mind, There was no doubt 
that the building industry must make increas- 
ing use of factory-made units of one kind or 
another; and if these components were to be 
satisfactory, there must be co-operation be- 
tween the building industry and architects. 
The firms involved in this project had paid 
for the development work themselves: pri- 
vate enterprise had been really enterprising. 
The Ministry was also grateful for the help 
of the Building Research Station. 

Miss Horsbrugh concluded by saying that 
the building. of the Wokingham school was 
not the end of a process, but very much a 
beginning. It represented one episode in the 
continuing campaign, which the Ministry 
and authorities were waging together, to 
get better value for money in school build- 
ing. Each authority was free to accept or 
reject any or all of the ideas which were 
being tried out at Wokingham. The build- 
ing was not a model to be copied. It was 
one of several hundred attempts that were 
being made up and down the country to 
build good schools within the limits of the 
resources which it was right that the peop 
of this country should be called upon to 
provide. 





Mr. PicKTHORN, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Ministry of Education, speaking at 
Nottingham on October 17, said that in the 
seven years 1947-53, £177m. was spent on 
building schools, and the rate of expenditure 
had not stopped rising. School building was 
not being sacrificed to parsimony. 


HOUSE. INSULATION 


MowW Advisory Leaflet 


“SimpLe aids to warmer houses” is the 
keynote of “House Insulation,” No. 34 in 
the Ministry of Works series of advisory 
leaflets, just published by HM_ Stationery 
Office (price 3d.). 

The leaflet explains methods of thermal 
insulation which can be used in houses to 
increase comfort. Various types of —, 
ing materials are described, with illustrate 
notes on how to instal them. Examples 
given of materials which can be used for 
insulating top-floor ceilings of ¢xisting 
houses. ni? 

Simple methods are also recommence “ 
dealing with gaps which cause draughts ' 
living-rooms: around edges of doors att 
window frames, between floorboards, = 
between skirting and floors in ground-floo 


rooms. oe 
The Ministry’s advisory oar in 
. : i informati 

designed mainly to give the smal 


simple and practical form to ‘"* rafts 
builder, clerk of works, foreman one © 
man about the results of research 99 
latest developments in building prac’ 
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porations should also be enabled to operate 
the Physical Training and Recreation Act. 

it further considers that in cases where the 
jocal authority does not provide adequate 
facilities a direct grant might be made avail- 
able by the Treasury to a development cor- 
poration as a small percentage of the total 
cost involved, thus enabling it, without having 
to show a financial return on this type of 
expenditure, to erect community buildings 
and to lay out playing fields, etc., to meet the 
developing needs as they arise. — : 

In any case, the local education authority 
should be encouraged to support such pro- 
iects and to use the power given them under 
the Education Act, 1944, to assist in the pro- 
vision and maintenance of such facilities. 

The conference asks the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government to receive a small 
deputation to consider the matter referred to 
in the first part of this resolution and to dis- 
cuss ways and means by which the building 
programme in the New Towns may become 
more satisfactory from the social standpoint. 


ILLUMINATING 


ENGINEERING SOCIETY 
Presidential Address 
HERE were three main springs from 
which new ideas on lighting might 
arise, said Mr. W. R. STEVENS, in his presi- 
dential address to the Illuminated Engineer- 
ing Society on October 13. The first was 
the study of light sources and the production 
of new ones, the second was the study of 
seeing and the properties of the eye, and 
the third was the study of lighting installa- 
tion design. 

On the study of light sources he said that 
in the past, interest in artificial lighting had 
usually followed the introduction by 
physicists and chemists of new light sources 
and in recent years at least application 
engineers had never fully worked out one 
source before another had appeared. 
“Now,” he said, “we have the tubular 
fluorescent lamp the full possibilities of 
which have not yet been exploited, perhaps 
not even realised. We may ask what further 
revolutions in lamp design are likely. The 
answer is less hopeful than it was 20 years 
4g0; we now think we can see ahead more 
clearly and the views are less spectacular. 
Electroluminescence may be the answer, but 
itis doubtful. New sources will, no doubt, 
de evolved though less frequently than in 
the past and in the meantime we shall 
venefit from detailed improvernents on exist- 
‘ng sources,” 

Research on seeing, he said was unlikely 
0 shatter our present notions about lighting 
or lead to radically new methods; it could, 
however, put our ideas straight, make prac- 
ce definite instead of vague, and so enable 
the average lighting engineer to do better 
work. Its value, therefore, was great. 

Referring to the study of installation 
design, Mr. Stevens said: 

. Lighting practice at the present time is 
wull largely a matter of *cut-and-try.. We 
— 4 few useful rules which guide us in 
—e an installation and a few rules 

ich seem to have no foundation in experi- 
ment Or commonsense, For the most part 
“© Must design by experience; sometimes, 

Owever, experience degenerates into routine 

this must be avoided. 
és Greater use of imagination is needed in 

*tyday jobs; some of the more unorthodox 
s « which have been made from time 

ime might be tried out, for example, 
l lighting which varies in colour and 
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intensity with the changing seasons or 
weather, windows intended to provide a view 
rather than to light the interior. Do we pay 
sufficient attention to reducing the cost of 
maintaining installations? Are we giving 
sufficient attention to the decorative element 
in lighting? 

“Change in fashion is an essential element 
of living and should be encouraged; we 
should be making fashion more often rather 
than copying in a humdrum effort-saving 
way what we have always done. The effort 
is worth making; we have the ideas, but our 
weakness is in failing to try them on a large 
scale. The application engineer must con- 
tinue to find better ways of doing his job. 
If he is to receive less stimulus than in the 
past from new light sources then he must 
seek to provide the stimulus in other ways; 
he must improve his own standards.” 

On the subject of education and the 
society, he said it was essential that the user 
as well as the designer appreciate what was 
good lighting. It was doubtful if literature 
and lectures alone were sufficient means of 
educating the user. It was said that one 
could not teach a child—one could only 
expose him to information. The best course 
with lighting was probably to expose the 
user to good lighting rather than to good 
verbiage. 

There was also the matter of the education 
of the lighting engineer; if the general 
standard of lighting was to be improved 
lighting engineers must endeavour to do each 
job a little better than the last one. Some 
of this improvement would come from a 
study of the mistakes made, of the “things 
that could have been better”; but much 
more would come from discussion and the 
interchange of ideas. 


BUILDING CRAFTS 


TRAINING SCHOOL 
60th Anniversary Prize-giving 
THE Master of the Carpenters’ Company 

(Mr. K. M. Roberts) presided on Mon- 
day night in Drapers’ Hall, EC, at the 60th 
anniversary prize-giving of the Building 
Crafts Training School, first opened by the 
Worshipful Company as the Trades Train- 
ing School in 1893 in Great Titchfield-street, 
W1. The prize-giving ceremony, at which 
many of the boys’ parents were present, 
was preceded by dinner, at which members 
of the Court and a .number of the craft 
instructors of the School were present. 

In welcoming students and other guests, 
THe Master referred to the passing of Sir 
Banister Fletcher, P-P.RIBA, who had been 
Director of the School from 1916 to 1935 
and Chairman from 1938 until his death; he 
had done magnificent work for the school. 
The Master also paid tribute to the work 
of the Instructors, who worked hard and 
long hours for the benefit of their students, 
much of the School’s success was due to 
them. 

In his report on the year’s work, THE 
Director (Mr. H. G. Tilley, LRIBA. 
FRICS) said that while enrolments were up, 
there were yet several vacant places which 
should have been occupied if a serious shart- 
age of skilled craftsmen were to be avoided: 
32 students had sat the City and Guilds 
examinations, 64 per cent. obtaining certi- 
ficates. While practical work of a high 
standard was being produced, written 
answers to examination papers continued to 
show a weakness on the part of many 
students in setting out work on paper. This 
ability to draw and to memorise construc- 
tional details cannot be acquired by attend- 


ance at classes on two evenings a week 
alone,” said Mr. Tilley, who advised all 
students to devote a little more of their 
leisure time to study of their craft. “ Under- 
lying all possible developments of the appli- 
cation of machinery to the building crafts 
lie the handicrafts, and if they are neglected 
the whole thing will slump, because the 
machine cannot think, design or adapt itself 
to circumstances,” he added. 

Mr. Tilley mentioned that donations 
towards the prize fund had been received 
from the Federation of Master Builders 
(Shoreditch and Finsbury branch) as also 
from the London Master Builders’ Associa- 
tion, and closed by expressing his congratu- 
lations to the students, his thanks to the 
instructors and his indebtedness to the 
Education Committee for their constant 
interest in the classes. 

Mr. Howarp Rosertson, ARA, PRIBA, 
who gave an address to students, first 
referred to the late Chairman who, he said, 
had an immense and varied scale of talents; 
men of his calibre were not manufactured 
to-day. Continuing, he said that the Wor- 
shipful Company of Carpenters had’ given 
to the National Scheme immense benefits; 
it was for his own profession of architecture 
to provide the opportunities for the crafts- 
men that were being turned out. “ If rebuild- 
ing of the City takes place at an increased 
tempo,” said the speaker, “there will be 
that chance; there will be opportunities not 
offered in housing or even in school build- 
ing, for the kind of work the City offers 
does not usually appear elsewhere. Archi- 
tecture will not come back into its own until 
there are proper opportunities, and the same 
is true of craftsmanship. Here is an 
example of that vicious circle to which we 
are so well accustomed. It must somehow 
be broken.” 

He was sorry, recently, to see (added Mr. 
Robertson) that in America craftsmanship 
did not extend as far as painting the under- 
side of articles; he was glad that the human 
body had not been made that way but was 
finished equally side and front. He was 
not going to lecture the students but he 
would give them one word of advice which 
was to study the good models which could 
be seen at the Victoria and Albert Museum 
and to carry notebooks about with them. 
To draw examples of good work was far 
more worth while than snapping a camera 
at them. “The cost of success in crafts- 
manship is that of constant vigilance and 
constant toil,” he added. 

A vote of thanks to the speaker, proposed 
by Mr. E. Bernays (chairman of the Car- 
penters’ Company education committee) was 
seconded by the Master of the Pewterers’ 
Company (Mr. Joun F. Hutt). 

Prizes were presented by Mr. Robertson 
to 53 students—carpenters and joiners, stone- 
masons, plumbers, and painters and decora- 
tors. Winners of the special prizes were:— 

Barnes Prize (for progress and excellence 
in craftsmanship in joinery): A. Atkinson 
and G. W. Lake (shared); LMBA Prize (for 
the best student in any building subject): 
J. Norris; Prize for the Best Apprentice in 
any subject in the 1951-52 session: E. F. 
Bedford. 


OBITUARY 
Herbert Ashwood, AIAAS 


THE DEATH Occurred on October 15, of Mr. 
Herbert Ashwood, of Newbold-road, Rugby. 
He was 71. For nearly 40 years Mr. Ash- 
wood was a planning architect employed by 
the Rugby BTH Company, from which post 







he retired in May last year. + — 
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ELECTRICIANS’ WAGE DISPUTE 


THE BUILDER 





Court of Inquiry’s Findings 


(THE report of the Court of Inquiry 
appointed by the Minister of Labour 
and National Insurance, on September 11, 
into the dispute between the National Feder- 
ated Electrical Association and the Electrical 
Trades Union was published last week 
(Cmd. 8968, HMSO, price 9d.). The report 
states that it appeared to the members of 
the court that in all the circumstances 
“neither side in this case can escape respon- 
sibility for the situation which has arisen.” 
The court’s conclusions are as follows:— 

It is clear from the evidence at this Inquiry 
that neither side in this dispute has operated 
the industry’s existing joint machinery for 
negotiation to its full effect. It is also clear 
that each side has been imbued with a sus- 
picion of the methods and motives of the 
other. The reasons for the failure to operate 
the machinery of negotiation properly can be 
traced to the existence of these suspicions. 

The suspicions of the Union were that 
the employers were (a) not sincere in con- 
ducting negotiations, (b) trying to gain time 
by delaying them, (c) not prepared to accept 
and abide by an arbitration award, and (d) 
seeking to undermine the authority of the 
leaders of the Union. 

The employers’ suspicions were that (a) 
the actions of the Union were dictated by 
political and not by industrial motives, (b) 
the Union were not seeking a genuine settle- 
ment but causes for dispeace, and (c) there 
was no guarantee that if arbitration were 
offered it would be accepted by the Union 
and the award observed. 

The result was that there was no reference 
by either side to the possibility of arbitration 
until matters had reached such a stage that 
it was no longer considered dispassionately. 

So far as the employers were concerned, 
it was a matter of deliberate policy to make 
no mention of arbitration to the Union, on 
the ground that if offered by them it would 
not be accepted. The Association pointed 
to a series of public statements by senior 
officials of the Union which, though not 
directly connected with the particular nego- 
tiations between the employers and the 
Union, yet if taken at their face value cast 
doubt: on the sincerity of the Union’s pro- 
fessed desire for a negotiated settlement as 
well as their willingness to accept an offer 
of arbitration, if made by the employers. 
We cannot help feeling that these utterances 
gave ground for suspicion by the employers, 
and tended to aggravate an already difficult 
situation. 


MOTIVES BEHIND STRIKES 


It was said on behalf of the Association 
that the planning of the strikes was further 
proof that political rather than industrial 
objectives were being sought by the Union, 
and that sites and contracts involving the 
defence programme or the national economy 
were deliberately chosen for this reason. 
For that suggestion there was no support in 
the evidence, and it would appear that the 
Union were actuated by a desire to bring 
the maximum industrial pressure to bear on 
the employers at the minimum cost to them- 
selves. It may be that certain of the sites 
chosen did directly affect the defence pro- 
gramme, but it is not proved that this cir- 
cumstance was the primary motive in the 
choice. 

On the Union's side it was strenuously main- 





ained that the recorded attitude of the em- 














ployers over the minor dispute about country 
allowances in February, 1953, justified the 
belief that if the Union had agreed to submit 
the wage dispute to arbitration the employers 
would have refused to accept or implement 
an award favourable to the workers. We 
were assured by Mr. L. C. A. Penwill 
[director and secretary of the National Feder- 
ated Electrical Association] that the inference 
that the employers would refuse arbitration 
(which the minutes of the Standing Commit- 
tee of the National Joint Industrial Council 
on February 4 and of the full NJIC on 
March 24, 1952, might well justify, and 
which according to the Union was in fact 
drawn by them) was based on a misappre- 
hension as to the views of the Association. 
who did in fact favour arbitration as a means 
of settling differences, if other means failed. 
It was unfortunate that the Association 
should have given ground for such a mis- 
apprehension and that it should have been 
allowed to continue. 

Although it is true that there was delay 
until June 10 in returning an answer to the 
Union’s claim submitted on March 24, it 
is also to be noted that this reply was not 
put before the Union’s executive council 
until July 18, and we were not satisfied that 
the Association were deliberately employing 
delaying tactics in their conduct of nego- 
tiations. 

Our attention was drawn to a public speech 
made by Mr. Penwill at Taunton in Novem- 
her, 1952. This utterance was unfortunate, 
as suggesting an encouragement to members 
of the Association to interfere with the in- 
ternal affairs of the Union, and as seeking 
to undermine the authority of its elected 
leaders. Such a statement, especially from 
a prominent official of the Association, is 
to be deprecated. 


ATTITUDE OF SUSPICION 


This attitude of suspicion and reserve on 
both sides continued to mark each stage of 
negotiation—if negotiation be the proper 
word to apply to the activities of the parties 
in this dispute. Thus, the Association’s 
letter of June 10 contained nothing which a 
recipient could regard as an invitation to 
renew or repeat arguments previously ad- 
vanced. Mr. Penwill stated in evidence that 
he would have been ready at that stage to 
have further discussions arising out of the 
rejection of the Union's proposals which had 
been contained in that letter. The guarded 
terms of his communication, however, 
scarcely suggested an invitation to renew 
discussions, but on the face of them merely 
offered the somewhat arid prospect of a 
repetition and expansion of earlier reasons 
for the rejection of the Union’s claim. Thus 
an important opportunity for opening or 
extending discussion was lost. 

It is to be noted, in view of the increasing 
gravity of the situation (of which both parties 
were well aware), that no further step, either 
formal or informal, was taken by either side 
until July 23, five days after the meeting of 
the executive council of the Union on July 
18. The Union’s letter of July 23 in effect 
sought to repeat the tactics of October 29, 
1952, of a demand for a wage increase 
backed by strike threats. By this time too 
the executive council of the Union had been 
fortified by consultation with their branches. 
It is significant, in light of the suspicions 
and reservations which animated both parties 
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and poisoned the whole course of these 
negotiations, that in these consultations go 
reference would appear to have been Made 
to the desirability or possibility of a solution 
by arbitration if direct negotiations Produced 
no favourable results. 

_ Even at this stage the Association on their 
side made no attempt to test the sincerity 
of the Union or to demonstrate their faith 
in the strength of their own case by offering 
to submit the dispute either wholly or in 
part to arbitration. On the contrary, the 
negotiating committee of the employers’ side 
of the NJIC, after a meeting on August [2 
decided deliberately to refrain from resorting 
to this most valuable weapon in the armoury 
of industrial negotiation, for reasons which 
were founded entirely on their suspicions 
of the good faith of their opponents in the 
dispute. Whether or not such suspicions 
could be justified, we think it unfortunate 
that in a dispute of such gravity the matter 
should not have been put to the test. 


DEADLOCK REACHED 


During the week beginning August 24, 
1953, when the first phase of the strikes was 
in progress and after the Ministry of Labour 
had been called upon to lend its good offices 
towards a solution of the dispute, there was 
still no attempt on either side to break the 
deadlock by proposing arbitration. The 
reasons advanced by the Union for their 
failure to do so do not seem adequate in 
the light of what has occurred, however good 
they may have appeared at the time. That 
conclusion is reinforced by the fact that, on 
the day following the issue of the ultimatum 
to the Association on July 23, the Union had 
in fact referred to arbitration a minor dispute 
on country allowances, although a hearing 
became unnecessary as their claim was wholly 
conceded by the Association on August 13. 

The employers’ reasons for their chosen 
course of action appear to be founded on 
general mistrust rather than upon a specific 
refusal by the Union to submit to arbitra- 
tion any particular dispute prior to that under 
review. We cannot feel that an impression 
that arbitration would not be accepted in a 
case of this magnitude is an adequate reason 
for failure to make the offer. On August 12 
the Association decided as a deliberate policy 
not to mention arbitration, in the hope that 
it would be recommended by the Minister of 
Labour if a settlement could not otherwise 
be reached. This policy, passive though it 
was in itself, might yet have had a construc: 
tive outcome had it been accompanied by 
an intimation to the Ministry officials at any 
time after August 12 that a suggestion for 
arbitration on their part might assist towards 
a solution of the dispute. There is no recore, 
however, that such an intimation was made. 
The suggestion when put forward by the As- 
sociation at the close of the abortive meeting 
of the NJIC on August 31 was made ved 
conditions which, if the premises on whi 
their decision of August 12 had been taken 
were well founded, made it doubly certal® 
that such a proposal would be rejected. ect 

On the other hand, the Union’s require 
ment that the price of resumed neg 
or discussion with the Association should é 
an immediate interim increase of wages © 
a recommendation to the Association’ 
branches in favour of an increase appears 1 
us to be both unreasonable and unfortuna: 
To seek to exact a concession as the — 
being prepared to discuss further concessi “a 
seems to us to be tactics ill calculated to P : 
mote peaceful and harmonious relations -d 
create an atmosphere propitious to Tul 
negotiations, 
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UNION’S ACTION CONDEMNED 

Further, we can only condemn as striking 
at the root of organised industrial negotia- 
tions the action of the executive council of 
the Union on August 31, when they decided 
to call strikes at the sites where contracts 
were being carried out by members of the 
employers’ side who had been present at 
the abortive meeting of: the NJIC on the 
same date. It is fundamental that those who 
are called upon to represent and negotiate on 
behalf of the two sides in industry shall do 
so in the knowledge that their personal posi- 
tion will not be prejudiced by the course they 
take in what they honestly believe to be the 
iegitimate interests of their constituents. We 
cannot feel that this circumstance was over- 
looked by those officials of the Union who 
were present at the meeting of the executive 
council on August 31. 

It appears to us that in all these circum- 
stances neither side in this case can escape 
responsibility for the situation which has 
arisen. 

In the result we are convinced, for the 
reasons set out in the preceding paragraphs, 
that in this dispute the resources of negotia- 
tion have not been exhausted or even ade- 
quately explored by the parties. It may 
well be that the ventilation of suspicions and 
apprehensions which has taken place in the 
course of this inquiry has served to clear the 
air, and, we trust, the minds of the negotiators 
on both sides. 

We noted that the Union and ,the Associa- 
tion, in considering this particular wage claim, 
based their arguments in the main upon con- 
siderations of the ratio between wages paid 
and the cost-of-living index. Indeed, we 
were supplied with elaborate graphs illus- 
trating the contentions of both parties based 
on this ‘concept and producing, as might be 
expected, very different results according to 
the differing datum lines adopted. No 
attempt seems to have been made to see 
whether this initial problem could be solved 
by arbitration. If this were solved, then it 
would appear that most of the difficulties in 
the dispute would solve themselves, 


Alternatively, neither party appears to have 
considered the possibility of still another 
datum line from which to pursue the argu- 
ment based on the cost-of-living index. In 
the course of this inquiry a suggestion was 
made from the court to the effect that neutral 
and acceptable ground might be found by 
aking a datum line at February, 1952, a date 
irom which the weights in the cost-of-living 
index were modified by the Ministry of 
Labour. The fact that neither this nor any 
other alternative and neutral course appears 
to have been considered by the parties sug- 
gests that they have not fully explored in 
onan the real area of difference between 

m. 


EARLY MEETING SUGGESTED 

We feel now that the misunderstandings 
and misapprehensions have been cleared away 
there is no reason why an honest attempt 
should not be made fo review this claim in 
the light of the whole circumstances as they 
*xist to-day. There appears to us no reason 
why another early meeting of the NJIC 
should not be called and an earnest endeavour 
made by both sides to resolve outstanding 
"fences and especially to determine 
whether the present wage claim shall be solved 
0 the basis of the cost-of-living index, and, 

80, whether the datum line for assessing 


1948, January, 1952, or some other accept- 
Starting point. We feel strongly that at 
Such a meeting both sides should be armed 


that claim should be June, 1947, January, ; 
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with full power and authority to proceed to a 
conclusion, without the necessity of further 
consultation with their constituents or 
branches. 

If in such negotiations no agreement can 
be found either upon a basis for the calcu- 
lation of wages or for a determination of the 
wage rate itself, then one or both of these 
matters should be referred to arbitration by 
the voluntary action of the parties. If this 
course were not followed then the only infer- 
ence that could be drawn would be that one 
or other of the parties did not desire a settle- 
ment of the differences except on their own 
terms. If the parties think—as they must— 
that they have a good case, nothing can be 
lost by discussion or, if need be, by arbitra- 
tion; it is only a bad case that will not stand 
impartial investigation. 

In this dispute we are not required, nor 
is it our desire, to express any judgment on 
the merits of the claim or its rejection; we 
can and do, however, record our considered 
opinion that there have been unfortunate 
errors of judgment and of conduct on both 
sides, and that arising therefrom the import- 


ot yet San BO cee ee have 
not yet ully explored in an atmosphere 
prejudice and suspicion. 


_In addition, in the light of what has trans- 

pired during the proceedings at this i ry, 
we are of the opinion that the parties 
consider improving and strengthening the 
NJIC machinery by including therein some 
more positive provision than it contains at 
present for the settlement of disputes, in- 
cluding a procedure for reference to arbitra- 
tion in the event of the two sides of the 
council being unable to agree... 
_ We may finally express the, hope that this 
investigation into the causes asd circum- 
stances of this most.unfortunate dispute will 
assist both parties towards a better under- 
standing of each other’s difficulties, and that 
as a result a speedy and amicable settlement 
will. be reached which will afford a basis for 
peace in the industry. 


The members of the Court of Inquiry were 
Mr. John Cameron, QC (chairman), Sir 
Graham Cunningham, KBE, and Mr. G. B. 
Thorneycroft. 








DISTRICT HEATING 


Recommendations in MoW Report 


A COMPREHENSIVE report on District 
’ Heating was published on October 19 for 
the Ministry of Works by HM Stationery 
Office in two volumes of the series of Post- 
War Building Studies.* The report was 
prepared by a sub-committee of the Heating 
and Ventilation (Reconstruction) Committee 
of the Building Research Board under the 
chairmanship of Sir Alfred Egerton. 


As no convenient text book exists-on the 
subject the worked-out examples included 
in the report have been presented in sufficient 
detail to be of immediate practical help in 
the designing of an actual district heating 
installation. 


The report is in six parts, with the follow- 
ing titles: Part I, general report; Part Il, 
survey of district heating practice abroad; 
Part III], memorandum on suggested district 
heating scheme for the Duddeston and 
Nechells redevelopment area of Birmingham; 
Part IV, memorandum on district heating as 
applied to small housing estates; Part V, the 
heat pump, with particular reference to dis- 
trict heating from thermal-electric stations; 
and Part VI, study of a thermai-electric 
district heating scheme with hot water dis- 
tribution. Parts I-V are printed together 
in No. 31: Part VI stands alone in P.W.B.S. 
No. 32. 

The “ General Report” (Part I) is a broad 
review of district heating in relation to pos- 
sible developments in this country. It is 
written primarily for the non-technical reader 
and summarises where necessary the tech- 
nical information set out more fully in the 
subsequent parts. 

In considering the possible advantages of 
district heating, a distinction is made between 
those advantages accruing from the more 
efficient use of fuel, which are assessable in 
monetary terms. and those which represent 
improved amenities for the user and cannot 
be so precisely assessed. though none the 
less real. The report suggests that, from the 





Distri . Report Heating and 
Ventilation eon >» Committee of the 
ing Research Board the Department 


of Scientific 
and Industrial Research. P.W.B.S. No. 31 (Parts 1-V) 


‘W.B.S. No. 32 (Part V1). Published for the Minis- 
: of Works Sy ee ae 7s. 6d. (P.W.B.S. No. pe 
3h) and 10s. (P.W.B.S. . 32. 


national point of view, the case for district 
heating must rest on the considerable fuel 
savings that can result from its adoption. 
To obtain this benefit. however, the heat 
service must be linked with electricity pro- 
duction in “ thermal-electric” stations, and 
the scale of operation must be large. The 
development of district heating is, therefore, 
bound up with the extension of electrical 
generation, and the implications of this fact 
are discussed. 


To assist the development of district heat- 
ing by thermal-electric methods, the sub- 
committee worked out in great detail an 
illustrative scheme such as might be applied 
to a large provincial town. It is set out fully 
in P.W.B.S. No. 32. 


Savings in Coal 

This scheme was designed to serve 150,000 
out of a total population of 250,000 in a 
wide variety of buildings. Although no 
specially favourable circumstances were 
assumed, it was estimated to save 132,000 
tons of coal per annum, while giving those 
connected 32 per cent. more heat than they 
would otherwise have had. 

In preparing the report, the sub-committee 
found great difficulty in the rapidly changing 
costs of engineering materials and work. 
This was overcome in Part VI by going back 
to the relatively stable conditions and price 
levels of 19397. Elsewhere in the report, 
costs are quoted at various dates ranging 
from 1937 to 1948. Im all cases, however, 


the engineering costs have increased from 


1937 onwards. 
The report urges that representative 


schemes of both thermal and thermal- 
electric types should be started in order that 
the necessary operating experience can be 
gained. Since it was drafted some new 
schemes have, in faci, been established in 
this country. 
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CLAIM FOR BRICKS 
THAT“ DISINTEGRATED ” 


Manufacturers Found Liable for Loss 


Yule Bassingbourn Village College 

was being built last winter, 2,250 
bricks used in the foundations disintegrated, 
accompanied by another 2,000 standing in 
stacks. Why this should have happened, 
and who was legally liable for the loss was 
discussed at Cambridge County Court for 
five and a half hours on October 14. 

Messrs. Cyril Ridgeon and Son, Ltd., of 
Cambridge, claimed £81 11s. for breach of 
warranty from the Midland Brick Co., Ltd., 
Wellingborough. His Honour Judge Law- 
son Campbell gave judgment for Messrs. 
Ridgeon and Son for this amount. 

For the Midland Brick Co., Mr. Elson 
Rees then asked for a stay of execution, as 
his clients were owed £95, plus interest, by 
Ridgeon’s on a High Court judgment. Mr. 
Philip Goodenday, for Ridgeon’s, replied 
that this need not cause any trouble as his 
clients would pay the money within 24 hours. 
Mr. Rees then repeated his request for a 
stay of execution as, he intimated, an appeal 
might be lodged against the present judg- 
ment. Judge Lawson Campbell said there 
would be a stay of 14 days and notice of 
appeal woul] have to be given in that time. 

Events before the County Court hearing 
were that the Cambridgeshire County archi- 
tect asked Messrs. Ridgeon’s for a brick 
sample. After this had been approved, 
Ridgeon’s supplied bricks to the contractors, 
Messrs. Johnson and Bailey, who had been 
instructed by the county architect to build 
the Village College at Bassingbourn. Messrs. 
Ridgeon’s, brick merchants, obtained the 
bricks from the Midland Brick Co. The 
4,250 defective bricks were included in an 
order for 70,000 bricks. 

Mr. G@odenday told His Honour that a 
settlement of £81 Ils. had been reached 
between Messrs. Johnson and Bailey and 
Ridgeon’s because of the defective bricks 
supplied by Ridgeon’s. His clients were now 
simply trying to obtain the same settlement, 
in their turn, with the manufacturers of the 
bricks, the Midland Brick Co. 

The bricks supplied were common wire- 
cut bricks, and the 4,250 which disintegrated 
seemed not to have been properly burned. 
The amount of £81 11s. which had been 
agreed on was made up of £63 Ils. for 
cutting out the 2,250 defective bricks from 
the foundations and replacing with good 
bricks, and £18 for the 2,000 defective bricks 
‘in the stacks. 


Appearance no Criterion 

Samuel Clifford Palmer, the manager of 
the brick department at Ridgeon’s, said that 
as far as he could see the sample brick 
supplied by the brick company was a good, 
efficient brick. It looked fit to be used, even 
in foundations. He submitted the brick to 
the county architect and then his company 
received an order for the bricks from John- 
son and Bailey. Ridgeon’s put in an order 
to the Midland Brick Co. “ The brick,” said 
Mr. Palmer, “ is never tested until it is tested 
in use. You can never tell from appearance 
whether the brick will stand up to certain 
conditions.” 

Ridgeon’s settled the claim with Johnson 
and Bailey for £81 11s. when they were 
convinced that the claim was reasonable and 
fair. “It is not necessary to protect bricks 
when they are stacked,” said Mr. Palmer. 
“They should not disintegrate in ordinary 
stacks, not even when stacked for a year, 
all through the winter.” 
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Replying to Mr. Rees, witness said he 
would not have supplied an ordinary wire- 
cut common brick as a sample for founda- 
tions, but the architect had specified it. He 
agreed that in the kiln the best bricks are 
in the middle and the wire-cut commons are 
at the top away from the fire, and are 
inferior. 

Asked if his company had ordered com- 
mon wire-cut bricks from other brickyards, 
Mr. Palmer said: “Yes, we have ordered 
them from the National Coal Board.” 

The Judge: “ You mean the Coal Board 
supply bricks as bricks, as well as bricks 
as coal? ” 

Witness: “ Yes. They compete with the 
ordinary brick trade.” 


Mr. Palmer agreed that the Bassingbourn 
site was more open and less protected than 
his brickyard, and that common wire-cuts 
are adversely affected by frost following 
rain as they are more porous than other 
bricks. He had no experience in the brick- 
yard of stacking wire-cut common bricks. 

It was true, said Mr. Palmer, that the 
Midland Brick Co. had not been told what 
work the bricks were required for. 


Architect’s Evidence 


John Jeffery Symes, ARIBA, architect in 
the county architect’s department, Shire 
Hall, produced in court the sample brick 
received from Ridgeon’s. The building, he 
said, had reached about six inches above 
ground when the disintegration was dis- 
covered. “The bricks would have disinte- 
grated wherever they were used in the 
building,” was Mr. Symes’s opinion. He then 
produced a badly disintegrated brick taken 
from the stack on the site. Bricks, said 
Mr. Symes, should be able to be stacked 
indefinitely without damage. There was no 
disintegration on any other sites during last 
winter. 

George Leslie Green, general foreman on 
the site, employed by Messrs. Johnson and 
Bailey, said the bricks would eventually have 
been covered over by earth. In this case, 
the wire-cut commons were never meant to 
be exterior bricks. In 29 years’ experience, 
said Mr. Green, he had never seen a brick 
disintegrate like these had. 


The Cambridgeshire County Council clerk 
of works, Edward Frederick Long, who was 
responsible for the supply of building 
materials, remarked that he was under the 
impression that the bricks were guaranteed 
to stand up to the weather, otherwise he 
would not have recommended them for the 
job. Examining the sample brick in couft, 
Mr. Long said it looked a little under-baked 
to him. 

Leslie Wedd, of L. W. Wedd and Son, 
builders, was called as an expert wit- 
ness by Mr. Goodenday. He said he had 
40 years’ experience in the trade, and even 
a wire-cut common brick should stand up 
to the weather. “I did not think it was frost 
that had caused this disintegration. It was 
the poor quality of the brick,” he added. 


Mr. Wedd agreed with Mr. Rees in cross- 
examination that 127s. a thousand was the 
average price for a wire-cut common, and 
that these bricks, supplied at 80s. to 90s. 
a thousand, were very cheap. Witness 
further agreed that he himself had not had 
any experience with wire-cut commons for 
more than eight years. 


Only witness called by Mr. Rees was 
Francis Horatio Cooper, manager, Midland 
Brick Co., Wellingborough, who said that 
they were never told by Ridgeon’s about 
what the bricks were to be used for. “We 
did not expect that they would be used for 
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foundations, aa. in, my opinion the cheap 
wire common is not suitable for founda 
tions,” he added. shies, i 
Mr. Cooper told His Honour the Prices 

bricks made by his company in one “ag 
They were: First grade, 200s. a 1,000; 
grade, 190s. a 1,000; roughs, 127s, a 1,000; 
and epee “ae ig 1,000. These com. 
mons are ricks around the 

the kiln. ™* 


“I put the disintegration of the bricks 
down to frost and thawing. In the com- 
pany we allow 24 per cent. wastage on these 
bricks in the stacks in our yards. They are 
the cheapest bricks we make.” Mr. Cooper 
made the point that work is often stopped 
in frosty weather, but laying did not cease 
on this job. 

Replying to Mr. Goodenday, witness said 
he knew the bricks were for the building 
of the college, but assumed that they were 
for the inside. “Ridgeon’s,” he added, 
“must have known that these were our 
lowest-priced bricks as they have our price- 
lists and have bought hundreds of thousands 
of bricks from us.” 

Giving judgment, Judge Lawson Camp- 
bell said he found there was an implied 
warranty of fitness of the brick to be incor- 
porated in a building, or to be left lying 
on a site. 


BUILDING IN SINGAPORE 
High Costs and Shortages 
A SHARP rise in building costs and a 
shortage of materials caused a slowing 
down last year of building operations in 
Singapore. This news is given in the report 


of work carried out in 1952 by the Singapore 
Improvement Trust. 


Nevertheless (states the report of the 
Trust’s Architectural Department), the year 
saw the completion of the greatest volume of 
housing in the Trust’s history. It continues: 

In all 1,375 flats, 448 artisans’ quarters and 
63 shops were completed at a total cost of 
approximately $13} million afd there were 
a further 1,742 flats and 26 shops under con- 
struction at December 31, 1952. These figures 
include the completion of all schemes in 
Programmes three and four and that part 
of Programme five approved under the re- 
vised 1951 programme. This latter pro- 
gramme, originally anticipated to cost almost 
$21 million and to include a total of 1,850 
units was drastically cut early in the year 
when prices were still found to be very high, 
to comprise 986 low-cost units at approxi 
mately $74 million. The new low-cost units 
are two- and three-storey load-bearing con 
crete block construction designed on the 
most economical lines possible taking full 
advantage of the provisions of the new 
of Practice for Low-Cost Housing produ 
by the Building By-law Revision Committee 
and approved by the City Council. Whilst 
still maintaining a high standard of structural 
soundness to minimise maintenance costs, 
the appearance and finishings generally are 
definitely of an austerity type. 


In the latter part of the year it appeared 
that prices were stabilising at 4 scene 
lower level and that adequate supplies © 
most basic materials were available. In pre 
paring the 1953 projects, therefore, the by 
again expanded its proposals to include t 
remainder of Programme Five plus 2 B&W 


Programme Six of a total value of approx 
mately $194 million and including see bos 


and 24 shops. The flat proposals 
new low-cost seven-storey desigo 
of good bearing capacity. 


for sites 
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LMBA 


President on Dangers of “ Startling ” 
New Wages Claim 


HE president of the LMBA, Mr. Gerald 
Hill, was the guest of honour of the 
Northern Area at a luncheon in Hendon last 
week. Mr. K. F. Simmonds, chairman of 
the Area, presided, and among those present 
were the chairmen and borough engineers 
of some 12 of the borough and urban dis- 
trict councils covered by the Area and the 
principals and heads of the building depart- 
ments of the technical schools there. 


Mr. Hitt congratulated the Area on pro- 
viding an opportunity for a meeting with 
representatives of the local councils and the 
technical colleges. In doing so they were 
carrying out one of the main objects of the 
LMBA. 


The need for this kind of relationship was 
never greater than it was to-day when they 
had great problems to face in_ their 
endeavours to serve the nation’s needs. “ We 
are anxious to increase the rate of production 
of building work,” Mr. Hill said. “We are 
anxious to decrease the cost of building so 
that our services may suit better the pockets 
of those who need us. We are anxious to 
train thoroughly in modern techniques and 
methods those who are now entering our 
industry and to provide qualified craftsmen 
for the future. 


“As local authorities are so strongly repre- 
sented here I cannot Jet this opportunity go 
without mentioning the Model Code of Build- 
ing By-laws. The intervention of the war 
years prevented the making of revisions 
which should have been carried out a long 
ume ago, and in the interests of speedy pro- 
duction this is a matter which must be put 
fight as soon as possible. The LMBA is 
represented on the committee which compiles 
the Model By-laws, and I am sure that local 
authorities will see that, apart from helping 
the building industry, they will be helping 
themselves in their local responsibilities if 
they will adopt as quickly as possible and as 
completely as they can the Model Code. 


“In the field of education we are busier 
than ever, and we are satisfied that we are 
making good progress,” Mr. Hill continued. 

We believe that our educational awards 
fund has been a great stimulus, and follow- 
ing the honour paid to us by the Duke of 
Edinburgh last year when he presented at 
the Mansion House the first of the LMBA 
medals we are now keenly Jooking forward 
to November 2 when, again under the 
chairmanship of the Lord Mayor of London, 


the Bishop of L. i 
for 1953. ondon will present the medals 


pa Must mention, if only somewhat 
re ously, the unfortunate decision of the 
one trades unions to submit an applica- 
ve for an advance of 9d. per hour in their 
an lt is very few months since the 
‘a tation tribunal rejected their claim for 
rohan it is somewhat startling that this 
lon should so quickly have been taken 
salen hg that arbitration. It is Our very 
= = duty and responsibility, jointly with 
: aed oe to see that the cost of 
‘ ept down to a reasonable figure 
=e oe the country can affotd to employ 
mali we make the price of our products 
ars then the very first thing that will 
_Will be unemployment, and the 
Peratives should realise that.” 
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Central Area No. 1 


THE. tremendous developments which have 
taken place in science, engineering and 
industry in recent years, were emphasised by 
MR. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, junior vice- 
president of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, when he pre- 
sented the prizes to Central Area No. 1 
students at the various London Technical 
Colleges under the LMBA’s area prize 
scheme, at Derry and Toms’ restaurant, 
Kensington, on October 14. The area prize 
scheme was only adopted earlier this year 
and this was the inaugural prize giving. 
Mr. A. A. Thorne, MIOB, the area chair- 
man, presided. 


To illustrate his point, Mr. Frost invited 
each of the students and craft apprentices 
to imagine that all his ancestors, back to 
the time when man was barely distinguish- 
able from an ape, were standing in a line 
shoulder to shoulder. They would, he said, 
stretch for about 34 miles, but it would 
only be the last few who would have wit- 
nessed any great development; the last four 
would be able to trace the development of 
the railways, while only the last two would 
have seen the aeroplane. 


Through the invention of the printing 
press and the development of education it 
was now possible to “skim the cream off 
the accumulated store of knowledge.” In 
the history of this country there was never 
a greater number of people extending their 
hands to all those who wished to broaden 
their outlook. 


“Tf you put all your enthusiasm into your 
training, you will find the more you learn 
the more you will become interested in your 
work,” he said. 


“The future of the industry is in your 
own hands and your own generation.” 


On behalf of the Technical Colleges, Mr. 
E. M. Rice, FRIBA, DipArch (Leeds), 
principal of the Hammersmith School of 
Building and Arts and Crafts, spoke of their 
appreciation of the very great interest shown 
by the LMBA in the technical education of 
apprentices. He hoped the encouragement 
that was given would have the effect of 
drawing more apprentices into the industry 
and maintaining and raising the standard 
of craft training. 

Mr. D. J. Williamson, from the Hammer- 
smith School, spoke on behalf of the prize- 
winners, and a vote of thanks to Mr. Frost 
and other guests was proposed by Mr. P. E. 
Trench, OBE, TD, BSc, the area vice- 
chairman. 


Central Area No. 3 

“IrF WE ARE EVER to house the nation 
on the standard we are trying to house them 
to-day, it will be because the organising 
powers have learned ways to erect these 
houses with less expenditure of labour than 
necessary in earlier years.” This view was 
expressed by Sim Tuomas P. BENNETT, 
CBE, FRIBA, FRSA, in his address at the 
first annual presentation of prizes awa 
by Central Area No. 3 of the London Master 
Builders’ Association to apprentices and 
students in the industry. Mr. F. Luker, 
chairman of the area, presided over the 
ceremony, which was held on October 15 
at St. Botolph’s Hall, Bishopsgate. 

Sir Thomas, who presented the prizes, 
considered that the apprentices were enter- 
ing the building industry at a moment when 
it had never been more important to national 
life. There was a temptation to think that 
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great 
of the great .ca 
due to the fact that 
of those times had i It 
Thomas’s opinion that 
many bodgers in the time of the 
Elizabeth as there were now. T. 
to work on a cathedral then was rather like 
having won a prize to-day. 
the degree in which craft could 
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to learn the principles underlying 
problems. 

A vote of thanks on behalf of the 
guests was proposed by Mr. D. A. G. 
Rep, BSc({Eng), AMICE, principal of Brixton 
School of Building, who expressed the 
appreciation of the technical colleges for 
this scheme of prizes, which they felt would 
help their relationship with the industry. 

Mr. L. E. Mullen, MIOB, proposed a 
vote of thanks on behalf of the area. This 
was seconded by Prebendary H. H. 
Treacher. 

Mr. Gerald A. Hill, MIOB, president of 
the London Master Builders’ Association, 
was among those present at the ceremony. 


_ BUILDERS’ CLERKS’ 
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION 


Mr. Gerald Hill on Widened Scope 
of Assistance 


TPHE work of the Builders’ Clerks’ Bene- 
volent Institution in assisting retired 
builders’ clerks, their widows, and orphaned 
children, was praised by Mr. Gerald Hill, 
president of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, when he proposed the toast of 
the Institution at its 67th annual dinner held 
at the Café Royal, London, on October 13. 
Sir George M. Burt, MICE, presided. 


Mr. Hitt said that since his own term as 
president of the Institution, which was during 
the war years, the scope of the assistance 
given to builders’ clerks and their families 
had increased considerably. He urged 
employers to consider the matter carefully 
when subscribing to. the various appeals 
made to them each year and to remember 
that their generosity towards the Builders’ 
Clerks’ Benevolent Institution would enable 
help to be given to those who had con- 
tributed a very great deal to the building 
1 . 
Sim Georce Burt, who replied, remarked 
upon’ the steady progress which the Institu- 
tion was making and mentioned particularly 
the assistance they were able to give to the 
old people and towards the cost of educating 
orphaned children. 


hon. treasurer of the Institution, who, in 
addition to pointing out the inadequacy 
the assistance given by the Welfare State to 
those in need, referred to the amendments 
which had been made to the Institution's 
rules, so that not only builders’ clerks but 
also clerks of sub-contractors could claim 
benefit. 


Other speakers were Sir Thomas Bennett, / 


CBE, FRIBA, Mr. W. Eric Rice, CBE, JP, 
and Mr. Alfred Harris, FRICS. 
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STOKE NEWINGTON 
PUMPING STATION 
Replacement of Giant Beam Engines 
[From a Correspondent} 


rPPHE Metropolitan Water Board are 

to replace the old beam pump engines 
which have served London for nearly a 
century. Six of them, working in pairs, are 
now being dismantled at the Board’s Stoke 
Newington pumping station. These engines 
and their pump-house were constructed for 
the New River Company in 1856, the work 
being carried out under the direction of the 
company’s engineer, William Chadwell 
Myline. Their job was to lift water from 
the New River filter beds to the Dartmouth 
Park Hill reservoir, and later to the Crouch 
Hill reservoir, a height of 133 ft. 


Mylne was a man of considerable person- 
ality and his ideas on pump-house architec- 
ture were unorthodox. It is said that he 
based his general conception of the Stoke 
Newington building on the Keep of Edin- 
burgh Castle, but that finding the true pro- 
portions at odds with the building’s function, 
he borrowed those of Stirling Castle. The 
three buttresses that adorn the west wall are 
hollow and house parts of the flywheels 
within. The tower in the north corner con- 
tains the spiral staircase that gives access to 
the beam loft and the taller tower 
diagonally opposite conceals the stand-pipe. 

The engines consisted originally of a 
coupled pair of simple engines designed and 
built by Boulton and Watt, and two identi- 
cal pairs of compound units designed by 
David Thomson and built by J. Simpson and 
Co. The former, the largest of the three and 
named “Lion” and “Lioness,” have beams 
measuring 28 ft. between bearing centres and 
weighing 22 tons, each being cast in two 
cheeks. , {Their common flywheel was Lan- 
cashire-built in ten segments, and each spoke 


THE BUILDER 


is individually keyed to rim and hub. Its 
diameter is 25 ft. and its weight 35 tons. 
The beams of the Simpson engines, also 
28 ft. long, weigh only 11 tons, while the 
two 18 ft. diameter flywheels weigh 25 tons 
each. 


It appears that the choice of two sets of 
compounds and one of simples was made 
with a view to comparing the relative merits 
of the rival systems, and in 1881 “Lion” 
and “ Lioness” were compounded by Simp- 
son’s. The new high- and low-pressure cylin- 
ders had bores of 48 in. and 77 in. respec- 
tively, and a stroke of 8 ft. They stepped 
up the engines’ power to 500 h.p. and enabled 
the four pumps to which they were connected 
to deliver approximately 14m. gallons per 
day at 14 strokes per min. The valve gear 
was actuated by a bevel pinion mounted on 
the flywheel hub and fitted with teeth of 
Hornbeam, this engaging with a cast-iron 
pinion. During 98 years’ working not one 
of these teeth had to be replaced. 


The smaller engines also underwent modi- 
fication, their original piston valves being 
replaced in 1880 by drop valves. Each pair 
developed 360 h.p. and pumped 6 m. gallons 
per day at 15 to 16 strokes per min. Their 
thermal efficiency was about 8 per cent. 
These modifications complete, the engines 
settled down to over seventy years of almost 
uninterrupted work. An occasional break 
for one or two hours was all they could be 
given and at times they ran for months with- 
out a pause. Yet only once was there a 
major breakdown, which occurred in 1908. 
when a pump rod on “ Lion” snapped. The 
job of repairing it was given to the Swedish 
Arc Welding Company and, despite the fact 
that arc welding was then in its extreme 
infancy, the joint has withstood over forty 
years of service. The Board have asked that 
the dismantlers return to them the repaired 
portion of the rod to enable them to break it 
down and examine the weld. 





DESIGNED IN 1856 by W. C. Myine, engineer to the New River Co., the Stoke Newington 


pumping station was intended to house six beam engines. 


Jrom the Keep of Edinburgh Castle and i 


The elevation is said to be derived 


nfluenced by the proportions of Stirling Castle. 
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barges. to reasons pe economy, “Lion” 
and loness ” work last 

their boilers have gone to make reaiaaae 
diesel-generators for the new pumps. The 
Simpson engines were shut off |ast July, and 
the electric pumps took over completely 
The dismantling and demolition department 
of George Cohen, Sons and Company, Lid 
are the contractors for the dismantling oj 
the old beam engines. 


HOUSE SALES BY A 
BUILDER 


Some Interesting Points 
By a Legal Correspondent 

A. BUILDER is not usually very interested 

in the legal processes connected with 
the sale of the dwelling house which he has 
built except to see that the property is pro- 
perly transferred and that he receives the 
purchase money. In short, it is the solici- 
tor’s headache. But where a builder builds 
on his own land and wishes to transfer the 
house to a purchaser, there is more than one 
way of doing it, and it is important that he 
should realise what precisely he is doing and 
what are the consequences of his action. It 
is not altogether a matter for the solicitor 
to advise him, for if he approaches the solici- 
tor at too late a stage, i.e., when the house 
is partially erected, then the property may 
have to be conveyed in a certain way irre- 
spective of any disadvantage that may accrue 
to the purchaser or the builder. 

The position is this. The builder wishes 
to go through two processes, namely, to trans- 
fer the land on which the house is being 
built and to build on it a house. These pro- 
cesses can be either interconnected or dis- 
tinct. The law is quite clear that if a build- 
ing is put on land in such a way that it 
adheres to the land then it becomes part of 
the land. Thus the builder can quite cheer- 
fully say “ I will build the house, which will 
then attach to the land and the sale will be 
one transaction.” The merit of this transac- 
tion is that the builder does not relinquish 
his hold on the land, and that if the purchaser 
defaults then he has the opportunity of sell- 
ing to another without any difficulty, pro- 
viding the demand for houses remains as at 
present. But the disadvantage is this. House 
and land together are worth more than the 
land itself, and consequently the stamp duty 
which is based on the monetary figure ¢x- 
pressed in the deed will be much more than 
if the land only were conveyed, and the 
solicitor’s scale fees will accordingly be 
higher. The stamp duty will fall on the 
purchaser not the builder, but the solicitors 
fees will fall on builder and purchaser alike. 

A method of reducing expenditure both 
for the purchaser and the builder is to arrange 
for the transactions of selling the land and 
building the houses to be completely dis- 
tinct. Thus, if the land is first sid and the 
completion takes place and then there is 4 
contract to build a house, there is no doubt 


that these are two distinct transactions. — 
contract to build a house is not « sale a0 
therefore is not caught by the <cclaration 


contained at the end of the convyance that 


the conveyance does not form * part of 3 
larger transaction or of a seri¢s © transac- 
tions ” with which it is associated. a 
There are two difficulties in (Ing 
transaction in this way. In the nt 
wi 


if the purchaser defaults the bui!<-. — 
that he has transferred the owners”? © 


land and cannot recover it, and it's "ot — 
in English building practice for * Fe ns 


to retain a charge on the propei'’. 
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second place, in the normal course of busi- 
ness the sale of the land and the building 
of the houses are not consecutive ‘but simul- 
taneous transactions. It is therefore neces- 

to examine the position to see whether 
the land on which a building is in course of 
erection can still be conveyed at its ordinary 
value of unbuilt-on land. 

If it is made a condition of completion of 
the sale of the land that building works will 
he carried out then the full amount of stamp 
duty on the value of the land, plus the house. 
is payable, But even though the two trans- 
actions are distinct, one being a sale and 
the other a contract for the erection of a 
house, stamp duty might still be payable on 
the value of the land and house. If the sale 
is virtually that of a site with a house on it 
and not the sale of site plus a contract to 
build on it then the full stamp duty and fees 
will be payable. But in a 1936 case, Kimbers 
and Co. v. The Commissioners of Inland 
Revenue, it was held that even though a 
certain amount of building work had been 
carried out before the completion of the sale 
of the land, the duty payable was only on the 
value of the land as the contract was only 
to become binding on the parties on comple- 
tion of the purchase of the land, although 
there was a proviso that the purchaser could 
aot avoid the building contract by defaulting 
in the purchase of the plot of land. It was 
an accident that the building had begun be- 
fore the sale was completed. 


THE POSITION SUMMARISED 


To summarise, the position is this. The 
builder can choose how he wishes to convey 
the land either as land plus buildings or as 
land separately with a building contract to 
cover the erection of the building. He 
should determine the procedure he wishes to 
adopt initially. He obviously does not wish 
to be left in the position where the prospec- 
uve purchaser defaults and he is left with 
building work partially completed on 
another person's land. The builder must 
weigh up for himself, with advice or not, 
whether there is any risk in the particular 
oumatances. A knowledge of both psycho- 
wn and of the purchaser will assist in this. 

the risk is negligible the builder will prob- 
rey Reo to reduce the legal fees payable 

y himself, and his generosity will extend to 

purchaser who will receive the benefit, 
not only of reduced fees but also reduced 
ont duty. The amount of stamp duty pay- 
ee re clear in cases under paragraphs 2 
Pe above. It is when the completion of 
‘ Purchase and the erection of the build- 
ings are taking place at the same time that 
It points arise as to the amount of 
stamp duty payable on which the advice of a 
oe is invaluable. The fact that the 
= tor's own scale of fees is affected will 
semact from the value of his unbiased 
Proléssional opinion on the wording of the 
The mg agreement. One thing is clear. 
ee, Sevition of the builder as to how he 
2 i his houses is his own affair. He 
in T Do duty, except as a business man 

@ competitive market, to reduce the ex- 
Penses of those who buy his houses. 


Spanish Architecture 

An exhibition of contemporary Spani 
; panish 
Canttcture will be opened at The Building 
Rice by the Spanish Ambassador, His 
moa the Duke of Primo de Rivera, on 
6 te 26. The exhibition will be open 
Public from October 27 until Novem- 


ber 14: daily 9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 
“vam. to 1 p.m. 


THE BUILDER 


** EXTORTIONATE WATER 
CHARGES” 


Mid-Sussex Board Willing to Consider 
M t * of S li 

A COPY of The Builder was produced by 

". Mr. A. B. Haworta - Bootu at last 

Friday’s meeting of the Mid-Sussex Joint 

Water Board at Haywards Heath, Sussex. 


when he brought up the subject of water 
charges to building contractors. 


He stated that a leading article in it was Bia 
headed “Extortionate Water Charges” and 4 


concerned Crawley New Town. 


Mr. W. Linpsay, JP (chairman), said that 
if there had been an extortionate charge at 
Crawley, this did not affect the Board, as 
Crawley did not come within its area. 


Mr. Haworth-Booth was informed by Mr. 
W. H. ASHMOLE (clerk and engineer) that 
the Board’s rate of charges for water used 
for normal building purposes was 6s. per 
£100 for the first £500 of the estimated gross 
cost of the work, 5s. per £100 for the next 
£500, and 4s. per £100 for the remainder. 


THE CHAIRMAN Observed that the water 
charge was not a very heavy additional cost 
to the building of a house. The cost on a 
£3,000 house would be about £6 or so, which 
was a minor item. 


Cost of a Meter 


Mr. HawortH-Bootu thought that if a 
contractor were prepared to bear the cost 
of a meter it would be unfair if he were 
told that he could not have one. Supplying 
meters, in agreement with the contractors, 
would do away with three-quarters of the 
moans. 


THE CHAIRMAN: Have we had any moans 
in regard to charges to builders? 


Mr. ASHMOLE: Practically no moans. 


THe CHAIRMAN said he thought that until 
they were approached by the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers or 
any similar association there was no need 
to reconsider their charges, which were 
evidently reasonably — satisfactory. The 
Board was always prepared to agree to a 
metered supply in special cases. He 
thought that a flat rate was probably more 
convenient for builders; as they knew exactly 
how much to include in their estimates. 


Evidence of Waste 


Mr. HawortH-Bootu claimed that if 
members went around sites where water was 
being supplied at a flat rate they would find 
“ water galore” running from taps and hoses. 


Mr. ASHMOLE said the Board was well 
aware of this tendency to waste water, but it 
was kept in reasonable check by inspections 
by the Board’s officers. He had no doubt 
that in the case of a large civil engineering 
project or the erection of a large factory, 
arrangements would be made for the pro- 
vision of water by meter. 
~ THE CHAIRMAN said he would not wish to 
see any charge which would unreasonably 
inflate the cost to the house purchaser. In 
the national] interest they had to help to keep 
down the costs of house building. 


The Chairman told Mr. Haworth-Booth 
that if there were an approach from the 
builders the Board would consider the 
matter. he 
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NEW COMPANIES 


_ THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Bituminous Surfacing (1953), Ltd. (523991.) Regd. 
Ba Ardwick, Manches- 


September 26, 7, Lime Bank-st., 
ter., 12. Nom. cap.: £7,000. Dir.: G. Westwood, 
i ee a 
Struct i ts, 
(524026.) Regd. ber 26. Nom. .: £1,000, 
consulting 3 engrs., etc. Dir: # 
Willoughby, 15, Russell-rd., Mitcham, Surrey. 
Talbot Buil Co, (Blackpool), Ltd... ed 


‘tdi 
Regd. September 26, 96, Talbot-rd., Blackpool. ‘ 
cap.: £500. Dir.: H. H. Nuttall, 17, Briercliffe-ave., 


ckpool. 
C.F.R. (Builders), Ltd. (524043.) Regd. September 
ie: LG. 


Capes, 1, Cascade-ave., Hill, N10. 
rn (Clacton), Ltd. (524061,) Regd. Septem- 
zt 28, to construct, hotels, holiday 
hostels and boarding Pemon gS ¥ £1,000. 
Dirs.: T. Taylor and Mrs. I. M. Taylor, 11, 
Holland-on-Sea, Clacton 
Dickinson Bros. Contractors, Ltd. (524078.) Regd. 
September 28, White Swan-yard, Cloth Market, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Nom. cap.: £3,000. bidrs.. contrac- 
tors, etc. Dirs.: A. Dickinson and Mrs. B. R. V. 


Dickinson, 17, Thorniea-gdns., Low Fell, Gateshead. 

E. R. Lugg, Ltd. (524089.) Regd. 5 
bidrs., contractors and decorators. Nom. cap.: £4,000, 
Dirs.: E. R. Lugg and Mrs. J. G. Lugg, Red Gables, 
Stoke Gabriel, Devon. 

L. B. Turner (Preston), Ltd. Regd. 
September 29, 296, Brook-st., Preston, bidrs.. etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: L. B. Turner, 162, Lytham- 
rd.. Preston. 

Samuel Hall & Sons (Plumbers and Decorators), 
Ltd. (524107.) Regd. September 29, 3, Auckland- 
st., Buyrslem, Stoke-on-Trent. Nom. cap.: £4,000. 
a S. Hall, 122. Dimsdale View, Porthill, Stok 
rent. 

Somerton Bros., Ltd. (524094.) Regd. September 
i decorators 


29, bidrs. and contractors, painters, . 
plumbers, and glaziers. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 
J. A. Somerton, 64, Wellgate, Rotherham. 

C. J. Preece & Co. (Builders), Ltd. (524168.) Regd. 
September 30, 10, ., Cardiff, bldr. and con- 
tractor. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: C. J. Preece 
and Mrs. F. M. Preece, 10, Lead-st 


Sparks and Yearsley (Contractors), Ltd. (524095.) 
Regd. September 29, bidg. contractors. . cap.: 
£1,000. Dir. C. Sparks, Gavark, Banky Fields, 
Congleton. 

Fred Bowran, Ltd. (524122.) Regd. September 30, 
18, Bank-st., , 1, railway: siding bidrs. and 
contractors, etc. .: £200. Dir.: F. ‘ 
il, Byron-cl., Grassmoor, Chesterfield. 

Hunt Bros. (Abingdon); Ltd. (524131) Reed. 
September 30, bidg. contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000. 
Dir.: W. A. Hunt, 174, Oxford-rd., A . Berks. 

John Bannister & Sons (Alrewas), Ltd. (524134.) 
Regd. September 30, Main-st., . didrs. 


and contractors. Nom. cap.: £15,000. _ Dirs,: J. 
—e and Mrs. L. M. Bannister, Deepmoor. 
rewas, le 
S. James & Co., Ltd. (524153.) . September 
30, 62, Conran-st., Manchester, ont. cenate a 
turers, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: -_ 
James, 214, Conran-st., » Manchester 
signs as director. 
Heath Bros. (Heston), Ltd.  (524184.) Regd. 
October 1, 6, Tudor-parade, London-rd., Hounslow, 
bidrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
1520, Greenford-rd., Greenford, . Middx, 


J. Heath, 
nde Co., Lid. (524222.) Regd. 


Hoddinott Bros. & 


October 2, 263, Church-rd., Northolt a 
bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. Mitchell, 
53, Russell-rd., it, Middx. 





Ordnance Survey Bench Marks 

New lists of Bench Marks in Great 
Britain, describing their location and giving 
altitudes and National Grid co-ordinates, are 
in course of preparation by the Ordnance 
Survey. These lists will normally include 
the Bench Marks in an area covered by one 
1/2,500 National Grid plan. Where the 
basic survey is on a smaller scale than 
1/2,500 the lists will include the Bench Marks 
in an area covered by one Six Inch map or 
by one 1/25,000 map whichever scale is 
relevant. No further issues will be made of 
the present Bench Mark Lists issued for 
areas covered by 1/25,000 sheets though the 
data contained in them will be available in 
the new form. 

The prices of the new lists, which may be 
obtained from the Ordnance Survey, 
Chessington, Surbiton, Surrey, are: 1/2,500 
area lists, 6d.; Six Inch area lists, 2s.; and 
1/25,000 area lists, 4s. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Back-to-back Ranges 


Back-to-back ranges built into some of the 
post-war houses of Stafford RDC are to be 
replaced by cookers and sitting-room type 
ranges at a cost of about £675. Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government 
approval has been given. It was said that 
housewives could not cook with the grates. 


Shortage of Craftsmen 


With many new houses being built and 
older craftsmen passing out of service, mote 
young people should be trained for careers 
in painting and decorating, Ald. H. O. Lang- 
don told.Cambridge Rotary Club 2t a recent 
meeting. The shortage of skilled labour was 
causing a nation-wide “do it yourself” 
movement, Ald. Langdon said. Verv little 
machinery had been introduced into the 
trade, apart from a wallpaper stripping 
machine. Mr. H. C. Hughes, FRIBA, sugges- 
ted the employment of European refugees, 
particularly as they belonged, on the whole, 
to a much higher tradition of decorating. 


The Contemporary Small House 


On October 26, the News Chronicle is to 
publish “ New Elizabethan Homes,” a book 
on the contemporary one- and two-storey 
house, edited by Margaret Sherman. The 
theme of the book is the ten designs for 
1,000 sq. ft. £2,500 houses that were featured 
in the News Chronicle's house competition 
during the early part of this year. Five of 
the houses were selected by a panel from 
entries by professional architects, the other 
five were commissioned from leading archi- 
tects to interpret the preferences in house 
design expressed by more than a million 
competition entries. There are also chap- 
ters.on the present-day problems of building 
a house, and the Jatest trends in heating, 
lighting, plumbing, kitchens and bathrooms, 
furnishing and decorating. The book is 
obtainable from the News Chronicle Book 
Department, Bouverie-street, London, EC4, 
price 4s. 6d. Published simultaneously 
will be large-scale lithograph reproductions 
of the ten house designs dealt with in the 
book. These will be available from the 
News Chronicle for 1s. 3d. each or 10s. for 
the set of ten. 


Road Haulage Disposals 

In a statement prepared by the chairman 
of the Road Haulage Disposal Board, Sir 
Malcolm Trustram Eve, QC, last week it was 
announced that putting the “small man” 
back into road haulage would start in 
November with advertisements in the Press 
for the sale of the first lots of lorries which 
the British Transport Commission are to dis- 
pose of following the Transport Act, 1953. 
Out of 10,000 vehicles comprised in 1,500 
transport units to be transferred by the end 
of April as the first stage in the disposal of 
the Commission's road haulage undertaking, 
2,000 vehicles will be offered in small lots 
of one, two, three or four vehicles without 
premises, to suit the smaller operators. No 
unit will include more than fifty vehicles. 
The units for which tenders are to be invited 
will be well spread geographically over Eng- 
land, Scotland and Wales. Nearly half of 
the first 1,500 units offered will include 
operational premises. In addition to these 
10,000 vehicles to be sold in transport units 
a large number of other vehicles and pro- 
perties wi be offered as “ going concerns ” 
during the first half of 1954 through the sale 


of share capital of companies. 
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BSI Publications 

The following documents have recently 
been issued by the British Standards Insti- 
tution: BS 916, “Black Bolts Screws and 
Nuts,” price 3s.; PD 420, “Recommendations 
on Methods of Protection against Corrosion 
for Light Gauge Steel used in Building,” 
price 3s. Copies of these documents can be 
obtained from the Sales Branch of the 
Institution. 2, Park-street, London, W1. 


Approved Electrical Appliances 


The British Electrical Development Asso- 
ciation, 2, Savoy Hill. London, W.C.2, at the 
request of the Ministry of Fuel and Power, 
have published a booklet listing those tested 
domestic electrical appliances which have 
been technically approved by all Area Elec- 
tricity Boards. The list is divided into Part 
I, Main Appliances, consisting of the heavier 
appliances, which are either fixed or 
stationary in use, and Part II, Supplementary 
Appliances, which are mostly portable and 
are used in various parts of the house. It 
is recommended that appliances for housing 
accommodation should be selected from this 
list. 


Play Areas 


The awards have been made in the com- 
petition held by the Housing Centre Trust, 
13, Suffolk-street, Haymarket, SW1, for an 
illustrated essay on a play area around flats. 
The first prize is to be divided equally be- 
tween two entries, that of Miss Elisabeth 
Beazley, ARIBA, with illustrations by 
Petronella Cundy-Cooper; and that of A. B. 
Grove, AMTPI, and G, F. Chadwick, MA, 
BSc. AMTPL 

Three entries that have been highly 
commended were made by J. A. C. Higgins, 
ARIBA; Alan Richard Mason, and John 
Peake, ARIBA. The winning entries will 
be published in a special play areas number 
of the Housing Centre Review, together 
with a report on the entries to be given 
verbally by Lady Allen of Hurtwood, FILA, 
chairman of the assessors, at a meeting at 
the Housing Centre on November 3. 
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HOUSING AT 
WOLVERHAMPTON 


System of Co-operation 


ITH the completion of Wolv 
ton’s 5,000th house (which Col, Sir 
John Hunt, leader of the Everest expedition, 
opened on October 14), builders who have 
shared in the programme have been Teceiving 
some public acclaim. Mr. W. MERvyn Law. 
Wolverhampton’s Borough Engineer, said 
that much of the achievement was due to 
the co-operation from the builders and Mr. 
K. S. Rock, chairman of the Wolve 
ton Small Builders’ Committee, through 
which a large contribution to the programme 
has been made, stated that there was full 
employment in building in Wolverhampton 
as a result of the system set up with the 
borough authorities. He emphasised that 
the term “small” in the title of the com- 
mittee was a misnomer, for one firm is pro- 
ducing a new house every week. 
Formation of the committee at the end 
of the war meant that the corporation could 
simplify its procedure instead of having to 
deal with 15 or 16 firms. The committee 
had led to a tremendous increase in output. 
Merchants supplying the firms were keen 
on this combined work, although each 
builder was responsible for his own buying. 
It was not so much collective buying as 
collective bargaining. 
, One of the most important results of this 
kind of liaison has been to ensure continuity, 
the committee points out. The ebb and flow 
of housing work which might affect a builder 
working outside any such association was 
not conducive to building up a strong labour 
force. If a  builder’s labour force was 
allowed to drop through lack of a contract, 
it might take him four months to regain 
his original output. The committee was 
often able to arrange for a further contract 
or extension of an existing one. 


RETENTION MONEYS 
Proposal for Earlier Release 


Tue Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions has considered a proposal made by 4 
limited company for securing the earlier 
release of retention moneys held in respect 
of building contracts, by the use of main- 
tenance guarantee bonds. The proposal 
was made to all the local authorities, 
totalling over 400, in the Association. 

The Association’s Law Committee 
advised that it doubts if any useful purpose 
would be served by the members of the 
Association participating in such 4 
Reasons for taking this view are 4 acer 
in a report of the Law Committee, 

To Agaiaienite of the arrangemest would 
tend to add to the cost of the contracts 7 
cerned, and cause greater difficulty im — 
ing a settlement following any dispute or 
might arise. The introduction of 4 rd 
party would make the contractor m 
remote from the loca] authority during 
maintenance period. 

“ For oaniogs and administrative reasoms, 
it is desirable that the contractor 
fulfil his -maintenance ob!iga110ns, oo 
than that the authority shoud have O° 
trouble of recovering from 4 third = 
Owing to variations, and the ‘act = ae 
are excluded from the bond. “ migh 
be most contentious to vali: oone 4 
executed for the purpose of 2::1VIN8 
percentage retention.” 
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TRADE NEWS 


As Amalgamation . . . 
The separate manufacturing and distri- 
puting services engaged in wood and fabric 
tives have been amalgamated in one 
company, Cuprinol, Ltd., with head offices 
at 86, Carpenter’s-road, Stratford, London, 
fis. Mr. H. E. Rowdon has been 


appointed general manager. 


Memorial at Runnymede 

In connection with the article on the Air 
Forces Memorial, at Cooper’s Hill, near 
Runnymede, Surrey, which appeared in our 
issue of October 16, the RIW Protective 
Products Co., Ltd. of 325, Whitehorse- 
road, Croydon, Surrey, inform us that their 
No. 110 damp-resisting composition was 
glected and used for the back painting of 
the Portland stone. 

Mander Bros., Ltd., were responsible for 
the exterior paint to windows and metal- 
work on the Memorial. 


Electric Space Heating 

E. K. Cole, Ltd., have just issued a new 
catalogue covering the extended range of 
“Thermovent’” heating equipment which is 
available this season. This 20-page publi- 
cation, which gives full details of loadings, 
dimensions and weight, etc., incorporates a 
pocket to accommodate a. separate price list 
and a useful leaflet giving approximate load- 
ing figures for various installations. Copies 
of the catalogue are available on application 
to the Publicity Department of E. K. Cole, 
Lid, Ekco Works, Southend-on-Sea. 


Films at the Building Exhibition 


A preview of three films which Road 
Machines (Drayton), Ltd; of West Drayton, 
Middlesex, will be showing at the forth- 
coming Building Trades Exhibition, was held 
recently. The first film showed the many 
applications of the company’s Mono - Rail 
Transporter which is a self-propelled wagon 
of 13 cu. ft. struck capacity driven by a 
3 hp. air-cooled petrol engine. A trailer 
with the same struck capacity can be 
attached to the wagon, and it is claimed that 
the wagon by itself or with the trailer travels 
at a speed of 100 yds. per minute in either 
direction and will maintain this on gradients 
up to 1 in 18. The second production was 
a specially commissioned film of the Coro- 
tation which the company intend to send 
to their overseas agents, while the third 
described the arguments in favour of weigh- 
batching and portrayed examples of their 
weighbatching plant in operation. 


Concrete Product Machines rk 


Malcolm Robinson, Ltd., Watford-road, 
stree, Herts, manufacture concrete product 
machines under the trade name of “ Roletra.” 
Their universal all-purpose machine can, 
is claimed, produce a variety of products, 
while their dual-purpose machine can be 
adapted to produce blocks and/or partition 
slabs, the number per ejection depending 
upon the thickness of the partition. slabs. 
i) Machines are electrically operated 
single Phase, but can be arranged for three 
"ase, being fitted with electro-magnetic 
vibrators both to feed and table. The ampli- 
lude of vibration can be varied to suit par- 
Reulat requirements. Hydraulic ejection is 
ted to both machines, the universal model 
8 Operated by pump and motor, the dual- 
pene being hand-pump operated. The 
pal purpose machine can be supplied with 
vdtaulic pump and motor ejection. 


= 
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Mixer Fitting 


The “ Prestex” dual flow swivel nozzle 
sink fitting No. 520, manufactured by 
Pegiers, Ltd.; Prestex. House, Marshalsea- 
road, SEl, a notice of which appeared in 
our issue of August 28, has, in fact, been 
inspected and tested by the British Water- 
works Association who could see no objec- 
tion to its use. 


Concrete Unit Construction 


A method of precast concrete construc- 
tion is being marketed by Woolaway Con- 
structions, Ltd., 11, Cannon-street, Taunton. 
Knowp as the “ T-Panel” system, it is based 
on the use of precast lightweight reinforced 
concrete. units in a range of shapes and sizes 
designed to permit the rapid, dry construc- 
tion of single-storey buildings. Other units 
such as heads, rafters and frames are made 
of normal dense, reinforced concrete. The 
units are bolted together and the joints 
sealed with a non-setting mastic. The range 
is designed to provide standardised buildings 
of two heights, 6 ft. 8 in. or 8 ft. 6 in. 
and of five widths, 9 ft., 12 ft, 16 ft. 6 in.. 
18 ft. and 25 ft. 6 in. The length can be 
varied in multiples of 1 ft. 6 in. Alternative 
roof coverings can be provided and windows 
are supplied ready glazed and fixed in their 
concrete surrounds. Doors are hung on 
the building site. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. P. W. Fariey, former managing director of 
Ragusa Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., has now joined 
Highways Construction, Ltd., Iddesleigh House, 
Caxton-st., Westminster, SWI. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents} 


Malaya and Sarawak.—The. Singapore 
Government recently removed all restrictions. 
on luxury building, with the result that. 
it will now be possible for plans for 
the construction of cinemas and other 
buildings to be carried out. Eight new 
cinemas are intended for Singapore, the cost 
of which is likely to be about £3m. On the 
other hand, the ban in- the Federation of 
Malaya on building for sport and entertain- 
ment continues, but there has been a relaxa- 
tion of the restrictions, and it is now possible 
to construct buildings costing not more than 
£15,000. The Federal Government has ruled 
that luxury building will not be petmitted for 
the time being. 

A new project for the bottling of soft 
drinks of American origin has been 
announced. When the factory comes inte 
operation, all the principal American soft 
drinks will then be dvailable in Singapore 
and parts of the Federation. This foresees- 
a very large plant. The major American 
manufacturers have London offices. 

The Government has announced that a 
free public library is to be built at a cost 
of £25,000. This library is to be the nucleus 
of a public library system throughout the’ 
Colony. Part of the funds are being made 
available by the Lee Foundation, a Chinese 
philanthropic trust. 


According to the Press, the Sarawak 
Government plans to build a new pumping. 
station to supplement the water supply of 
Kuching town. 


New Zealand.—Huge Government expendi- 
ture on. building in the coming year was 
forecast by a New Zealand Cabinet Minister 
when broadcasting in support of a National 
Development Loan. No less than £36m., 
he said, would be required this year for 
housing either built or financed by the 
State. The Government has budgeted to 
spend on housing in its various forms more 
than has ever been spent in any previous 
year. £13m. will go for the building of 
State houses and imperted prefabs., £14m. 
on housing for railway staff, Armed Forces 
and other departmental housing, and 
£1,800,000 on housing for the vast pulp and 
paper-making project now being. developed 
at Kinleith and elsewhere in the North 
Island. Another £20m. will be needed for 
lending through the State Advances Corpora- 
tion to people who wish to build or buy 
their own homes. In addition to housing, a 
full programme of school and hospital con- 
struction has also been scheduled by the New 
Zealand Government. 


Philippines —The Reynalds Metal Co. of 
the United States is to set up an aluminium 
plant near Manila,’in the Philippines, at am 
estimated cost of £lm. This is to be fol- 


lowed later by a larger plant in Mindanao 


which will derive its energy from the Maria 
Cristina power plant, which has just gone 
into production with a capacity of 25,000 
kilowatts per month. 


A cotton sewing-thread factory is to be 


installed near Manila under the name of the 
Allied Thread Co., Inc. The contrelling 
interests are British. Further information 
about this project can be obtained from the 
company, which has been registered at the 
Philippine. capital. A number of new pro- 


jects are envisaged for the Philippines owing. 


to the tax exemption clause which exists. 
until 1958. 
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*Union of South Africa—Forest Engi- 
necring (Pty.), Ltd. of P.O. Box 6738, 
desire to represent UK manufacturers of 
machine tools. The principal is Mr. B. P. 
Skok, and interested UK firms should com- 
municate direct with him. All telephone 
inquiries should be made to the Export Ser- 
vices Branch of the Board of Trade, 
Chancery 4411, Extension 899. 


*USA.—Paul A. Jasmin and Son, 621, 
W. Lake-street, Minneapolis 8, Minnesota, 
are interested in hearing from UK manu- 
facturers who wish representation, on a 
commission basis, for general hardware, 
plumbing and electric items. Interested UK 
firms should write direct by airmail to the 
company, submitting full particulars together 
with all possible literature, and quoting 
prices in dojlars and cents, c.i.f. US port. 
The delivery position should also be stated. 
All inquiries by telephone should be made 
to Chancery 4411, Ext. 350. 


Venezuela.—The plans for the building of 
a large hotel on the coast near La Guaira, 
in Venezuela, have now been approved by 
the authorities. The Ministry of Develop- 
ment is now looking into the matter of 
choosing a site. ’ 

A new detergent factory is to be set up 
shortly, financed from loca] sources. 

It is reported in the Venezuelan Press that 
plans have now finally been drawn up by 
American engineers for shipyards at Mara- 
caibo covering some 75,000 square metres. 
So far, 44m. cubic metres of sand have been 
removed from the Maracaibo Bar. It is 
estimated that a total of 30m. cubic metres 
of sand will have to be extracted. 

A £im. plant is to be set up at La Carlota 
airfield, near Caracas, for the maintenance 
of jet engines, and a new runway is to be 
built at the Maiquetia airport of Caracas to 
take heavier aircraft of the Comet type.* 





Cranes for New Zealand 


Having recently supplied two 10-ton over- 
head traveller cranes to the New Zealand 
Government, Vaughan Lift Engineering, 
Ltd., 5, Crompton Way, Crawley, Sussex, 
have now been given a further order for a 
two-motor, 10-ton overhead traveller crane- 
crab, of special design. 


Helping Home Builders 


A scheme for helping people who wish 
to build their own homes has been outlined 
by the New Zealand Minister of Housing, 
the Hon. W. Sullivan. Technical colleges 
will arrange classes for those who wish to 
learn the principles of house-building. The 
Government will also produce a manual of 
general advice and guidance, and will pro- 
vide house plans at the low cost of £5 a set. 


Prefab. School for Canada 


Within a month of securing the contract 
for supplying a large “ factory-made ” school 
to- Toronto in the face of strong American 
and Canadian competition, a West Bromwich 
firm of construction engineers has the whole 
school waiting in crates at the dock for 
shipment. An official of the firm, Hills 
(West Bromwich), Ltd., said recently that 
the contract was worth £20,000, and was 
likely to be the forerunner of others. The 
firm is supplying the entire shell of the 
school, designed to accommodate more than 
600 pupils in 13 class rooms, with two large 
indoor play centres. 





* From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
Service. 
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Provost Skene’s House 


visiting one house, stepped into the liy; 


T was reported at a recent meeting of room, the floor sagged so badly that the 


Aberdeen Art Gallery Committee that in 
the 13 days following the opening of the 
restored Provost Skene’s House by Queen 
Elizabeth the Queen Mother it had been 
visited by 26,985 people. The daily attend- 
ance figure was now about 1,000. A sub- 
committee was set up to acquire suitable 
furnishings for the house, which dates back 


to the sixteenth century. 


Glasgow’s Housing Record 


GLasGow’s post-war record of 4,155 muni- 
cipal houses completed in 1950 has already 
been exceeded in nine months of this year. 

With 450 completed during September, the 
total for the nine months is 4,365—210 more 


than for the whole of 1950. 
Aberdeen’s Building Week 


Up To Ocroser 16 about 15,000 people 
had visited Aberdeen’s building week exhibi- 


tion, which closed on October 17. 


exhibition was the first of its kind in Scot- 
land. Lorp Provost J. M. GraHaM, thank- 
ing the organisers in the Town House, Aber- 
deen, recently, said he had been assured by 
the Ministry of Works that the success of 
the experiment had encouraged them to 


repeat the effort in other places. 


Structural Defects in Houses 


ALLEGATIONS of structural defects 


municipal houses at Claggan, Glen Nevis, 
were made at a meeting of Fort William 
Town Council recently when it was stated 
that brown paper had, in some cases, been 
used to close gaps between window frames 


and stonework. 


When members of the housing committee, 
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furniture slid towards the centre of the 
room, it was reported. 

The council decided to ask the architect 
to make a report. 


Plasterers’ President 


Mr. GeorGE Rome, Kilmarnock, has been 
elected president of the Scottish Master 
Plasterers’ Association. Mr. H. §. Birnie, 
Edinburgh, and Mr. J. McNiven, Glasgow, 
were appointed vice-presidents. 


Overtime in Greenock 
GREENOCK Town Council have decided to 
stop paying overtime to contractors on 
council building sites, because they felt they 


were not getting the production which justi- 
fied the payment of overtime. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Airdrie.—Corporation are considering the erection 
of 250 houses at Dunrobin-rd. The architect is Harry 
Shaw, Municipal-bidgs., Graham-sq., Airdrie. 


Chapelhall.—Plans in hand for new Church of Scot- 
land halls to be erected at Russell-st., for which the 
architect is David A. Stevenson, 5, Stalrigg-st., Plains. 


Coalburn.—Lanarkshire CC to erect 52 houses on 
the Viewpark housing site, for which the architect is 
Samuel MacColl (A), County-bidgs., Beckford-st., 
West End, Hamilton. 


Dumtfriesshire.—CC is to extend, at a cost of ‘almost 
£83,000, Lincladin public school. The architect is 
George Bartholomew (A), County-chbrs., Dumfries. 


Falkirk.—Corporation to erect, at an est. cost of 
£62,500, 52 houses at Easter Carmuirs. The architect 
is A. C. M. Carell (A), Housing Offices, Falkirk. 


Forth.—Lanarkshire. CC to erect 52 houses, for 
which the architect is Samuel MacColl (A), County- 
bidgs., Beckford-st., West End, Hamilton. 


Glasgew.—Plans prepared for new factory buildings 
and new offices to be erected at The Drury Works 
by the Bryden Construction Co., Lid., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a proposed 
corporation crematorium to be erected at Carmunnock- 
rd.. Castlemilk. The architect is James MacMillan 
Riddet, Municipal-bidgs., George-sq., Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for 48 houses to 
be erected at the Central a scheme at Shaw, and 
Bearhope-sts. The architects are Frank Burnet, Boston 
and Bell (F&A), 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 


Greenock.—Pians to be prepared for a new public 
school, for which the architect is Thomas Hepburn 
(F), Renfrewshire Education Offices, Glasgow-rd., 
Paisley West. 


Lanarkshire.—Pians in the hands of their own archi- 
tects for extensions to be constructed at the Clyde- 
dale Works, Mossend, by Stewart and Lloyds, Lid., 
41, Oswald-st., Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans in the hands of their own 
architects for a new factory to be erected at Bishop 
briggs by’ Ure and MacKenzie, Ltd., Westerhill Pipe 
Works, Bishopbriggs. 

Lanarkshire.—Pians in hand for extensions at Ville- 
field for The Scottish Wire Rope Co., Ltd., Crowhill 
Works, Bish iges. The architect is James § 
Ruthven, 64, Holmi¢e-rd., Cathcart, Glasgow. 


Moddiesbera.—Pians in hand for Messrs. John 
Paterson for new Lanarkshire piggery. sew byre and 
other buildings at Cumbernauld-rd. The architect § 
G. N. Rutherford, Cortachy, Cumbernauld, Stirling: 
snire. 


Motherwell-Wishaw.—Plans prepared 2nd approved 
for new civic centre to be erected at an est. cost 
£135,000, for which the Counci] Architect 1s 
Fyfe (F), Municipal Offices, Motherwe!!-Wishaw. 


Paisley.—Dean of Guild Court have approved plas 
for 88 Orlit and 38 Weir houses to be erected in 
corporation scheme at Glenburn. 

Paisley.—Renfrewshire CC to erect a Catholic school 
at Jenny’s Well, Blackhall, their arciicct bane 
Thomas Hepburr, Education Offices, Ciasgowt?» 
Paisley. 

Renfrew.—Corporation is to prepare pans for. 
houses which are to be erected “ the Gis SS 
site and also a huusi ‘out plan for the 
Kirkland. The ste mg * Archibald Allan, Mastet 
of Works Offices, The Cross, Renfrew. 
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BUILDING 


*+Northampto On Breet ~ et on ph f 
n CB.—Erection ase O 
— High School. H. A. Skerrett, niet Ed. 

Ed. Office, ‘‘ Springfield,”’ "Cliftonville, 


pe ol ton. 
’ OCTOBER 38. 
*+Bristol City Say gps hall and shops, West-st. 
Market. City A 
. TC.—Erection of Sec. Mod. ba at 
London-rd. L. Hugh Wilson, City A. Dep. £ 
*tNorth-East Met. Reg. Hospital TF: eller Rol 
tions to Warley Lodge, eg Warley, Brentwood. 
Secretary, Ila, Portland-pl., 
prc ty * 
*Cambridge City.—School, Arbury-rd. estate. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
“*+Essex CC.—Garage accommodation at Hampden- 
1d., Grays. County A., Chelmsford. 
NOVEMBER 2. 
*tBillericay UDC.—Three , five flats and one 
maisonette at be “9k ickford estate. S., 
Dep 
**Becks CC.—Part 1 of iy a College of Further 


City 


— — County A, Aylesbury. Tenders 
yy Lael 

Dev. Corpn.—116 dwelli on Langley 
Pn site No. 7b. Chief A., Broadfield, Crawley. 


*tMalden and Coombe BC.—One pair houses at site 
No. 58, Acacia-gr.; two pairs houses and four flats 
at site No. 59, Franks-ave. BE. 

*tNewcastle Reg. Hosp. Bd.—Extension of radio- 
therapy department, Cumberland Infirmary, Carlisle. 
W. J. Ball, Clerk to Special — Com. 

*tWest Sussex CC.—(1) 3 F. E. Sec. Gram. Sch. at 
lield Campus site, Crawley (Job. No. 3458); (2) 4F.E. 
Sec. Mod. Sch. at Ifield Campus site (Job. No. 3459). 
County A, - Sd Hall, Chichester. 


NOVEMBER 4. 

‘Bory St. Edmunds BC.—37 houses on Mildenhall- 
td. estate extension. BE&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

+ Morden Joint 
Cemetery cemetery, Lower Morden. 
Harry May, C. H. Durrant, Tort Clerks of the 
Board, Morden tee, SW19. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders 
by November 3 

a Lyon TC. —One block of three bungalows 

two blocks of four flats on three sites in Wood- 
a rym tny G. Holmes, housing architect, Clifton 

House, Queen-st., King’s Lynn. Dep. £1 Is. 

"Wandsworth MBC.—72 flats, 22 maisonettes and 
- houses at Southmead housing site, Putney, SW15. 


1c neerorth MBC,-—12 flats at Armoury-wav 


NOVEMBER 6. 
. — CC.—Longstay home at Peterlee. County 
NOVEMBER 7. 
3 smmeen CBC.—School, Clase. Boro’ A. Dep. 
NOVEMBER 9. 
Dep eateseroweh CBC.—82 houses at Park End. BE. 
NOVEMBER i1. 
Nahe bees teas F cottage at Hartshill-rd., 
"Wallasey BC. — rice sub-station and two 
re in Chadwick-st., Moreton. Boro’ A. Dep. 
NOVEMBER 12. 
“Lindsey CC.—Infants’ school at —. Scun- 


thorpe. County A, Lincoln. 

NOVEMBER 13. 
dee ae Thames BC. —14 dwellings, Aes» 
Ousing site ric G. V, Hi ae rk-st., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. sae 


NOVEMBER 16. 
ois mptene RDC. <7 houses at the Ansley Pb genoag 
e Jepson, Midland -chbrs 
Nuneaton. Dep. £2 2s. _ 
NOVEMBER 18. 
g Sramtham BC.—58 houses, scheme 34, BS. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 19. 
iorittbourne RDC.—12 houses at Luke-la., Brails- 
ral A. Percy Taylor, architect, 59, Chapel-st.. 
, Dep. £2 2s. 


shire. 
Pi bee snge 20. 
of wreatiord an Chiswick BC.—Partial construction 
tow warehouse, Brentford Market. Dodge & Reid. 
2p,  Whitects, 72, High-st., Brentford. Dep. 
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CONSTRUCTION 


*Cuckfield apc dwelli a Han 
— eli at d - 
tract No. 96. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. pening 

*Darlington CBC. —Proposed county primary school 
at Firth Moor. Boro’ A, Central-bidgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 24. 
*Brighton CBC.—Factory, Hollingbury industrial 
area. D. J. Howe, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £3 3s. 
NOVEMBER 25. 
*Bootle CB.—90 houses, Netherton housing estate. 
B.S. Dep. £2 2s. 
: NOVEMBER 26. 
*Littehampton UDC.—30 houses at Wickbourne 
estate extension, contract No. 11. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 1. 

*Brighton BC.—{1) 29 houses at site No. 4; (2) 29 
houses and 12 garages at site No. 6. Both at Holling- 
busy estate. BE&S. . £1 Is. each drawing. 

DECEMBER 2. 

“Huntingdon RDC.—Four bungalows at Abbots 
Ripton. K. on LRIBA, 4, Market-hill, Hunting- 
don. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 7. 

*Chester RDC.—12 houses at Guilden Sutton. T. 

Easton, ARIBA, 16, White Friars, Chester. Dep. 


£3 3s. 
NO DATE. 
*Tunbridge- Wells BC.—Four shops and flats, Sher- 
wood estate. BS & Water E. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC, 
OCTOBER 30. 
Staines UDC.—Demolition of 1! and 2, St. 
Cottages, Stanwell. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 2. 
*tLeeds Reg. Hospital Board. — Remodelling of 
laundry ——- and services at Scotton Banks 


Anne’s 


Hospital, Knaresborough. A. to the Board, Park- 
ome Harrogate, Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Novem- 
ber 


*Luton BC.—(a) Electrical installation at Ram- 
ridge county primary junior school; (b) boilers at 
Waller-st. baths. BE. 2s. per contract. 


NOVEMBER 6. 
*Billericay UDC. — Installation of domestic hot 
water system to 14 bungalows, Woolshots-rd., Wick- 
ford, and Pound-la., Laindon. S. Dep. £1 Is. 


NOVEMBER 9. 
*+Durham CC.—Improvements to heating at two 
schools: heating installations at five schools. County 


A, Durham 
NOVEMBER 25. 
Formby UDC.—E&S. (Materials.) 
NO DATE. 
*Islington BC.—Waterproofing works, RC work, 
terrazzo works and other types of building work. 
T.c. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
. WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 5. 

Spenborough UDC.—About 12,600 sq. yds. sludge 
lagoons, and about 800 lin. 2 aoe main at 
main sewage disposal works. a E&s., 
Church-st., Clackheaton. Dep. £2 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 
Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 


® 
Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 
Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 




















" galls. cap.; 
(b) at > ‘ galls. cap.; (c) at 
Abbey-cl., 60, \. . 

% oe oe Th 


BE&S. 
Herts CC.—About 1 340 

Hunton Bridge, near Watiord, — ey Mastered’ 
South Gabriel 


£2 2s. 
Chelmsford EG Making-up of Waterhouse-la. 


yey. Leneavend' Wine mame Sg a 
supply. 1, 
ci - ~~ > 


NOVEMBER 14. 

Oakham RDC.—About 6,700 yds. Pe gs 
booster station at Manton and and Lyndon. Pick, Everard, 
Keay oo 5 ee » engineers, Millstone-la., Leices- 
ter. P 


amen ae water wi 5 incnies 
went MICE engineer, 25, 
ham 2. Dep. £3 3s 
NOVEMBER 21, 
Leicester City C.—Repair of nine~streets. City S. 
Dep. £1 Is. 
Bideford RDC. eee 
~“ — og Fe 
disposal works at Parkham. » Grenville 
House. The te Dep. £3 Pe pesca: 
K D —Making-up of Farrer-st. (part), 
? (part), Sexton-ave., i 
ave. Council's Council Offices, 104, Bedford-rd., 


NOVEMBER 24. 
St. Albans City C.—Private street works, Beaumont 
estate. af E&S, 16, St. Peter’s-st., St. Albans. 


Dep. £2 
NOVEMBER 25. 


roi ot 30,600. als. "eap and r.c. service 
reservoir 0 . cap. ancillary works. 
mage > * aatety... 3 ictoria-st., Westminster, SW1. 
Dep. . 
NOVEMBER 27. 
Lee Conservancy Catehment eee allevia- 
tion at Low Hall, Walthamstow, comprising (a) 


about 51,400 cu. yds. excavation: . ‘about rant nays bon lin. 
. flood’ f women 9 embankments, 

encing, 

AMICE, “Tie, o "Grange" dwar...» Madtington, 
Herts. Dep. £5 ° ao. 


VEMBER 28. 

Bakewell ae of approx. 4,000 yds. 
6-in. spun iron asbestos-cement pipes, in — 
mete yg Catver Basiow, and Bubnell and 

rady Partington. engineers, Market-st., Chapel- 
en-le-Frith. Dep. £5 5s. 


DECEMBER 14. 
en .—-Sewerage scheme Contract No. 2. 
J. D. D. M. Watson, MMInstCE, 


consultant 
engineers, 18, Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, 
Dep. £10 10s, 


Swi. 
NO DATE. 
North of Scotland Hydro Electric Board.—Road 
works near Lairg, Sutherland. Sir M. Macdonald & 
nes engineers, 72, Victoria-st., London, SW1. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Actos.—Works EXTENsIons.—Extensions to their 
works are proposed by Manufacturing 
Co., Ltd., ene oi NWIO. 

—APPOINTMENT.—TP Com. recommend 
that Davis, felfield and 


Everest, surveyors, 
9, Ashley-pl., SW1, be appointed QS in connection 
with the erection of 35 flats on the Wolseley 


o> 
Bethnal Green.—REBUILDING ——— 
tion of land in ea 


ante Tans vin 34 smpe 
and a round 
ea block. Estimated total cost is 

helse .—MBC are to the site 
of the former Servite School, eats form 
Part Limerston-st. ™ 
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Son, Ltd., builders, 88,. Dulwich oy SE21, pro- 
pose the erection of shops and flats in Croxted-rd. 

Greenwich.—Bur_pinc.—T. Walls & Sons, Ltd., 
ee re Le ene on he oe. 

105, Eastmoor-st. for the storage of ice-cream. 

Greenwich.—Housinc.—Works Com. have con- 
sented to the use for housing purposes by BC of the 
site of Nos. 49-85, Roan-st., 1-5, Roan-pi. and 1-5, 
Randali-pl.; also the Haddo-st. area; and the erection 
of eight houses on the site of Nos. 2-22 (now 2-16), 
Ormiston-rd. 

Greenwich.—Deve_ormMent.—LCC Hsg. Com. have 
approved a scheme for the development of the Brook- 
lands Park site, about 20 acres in extent. It com- 
i 140 flats, 156 houses, 4 old 
people’s dwellings and 4 maisonettes. Estimated cost 
is £631,500, and the 
architects’ department. 

Hampstead.—Hovusinc.—MH & LG have approved 
the compulsory purchase by BC of a site in Abbey-rd. 
for housing : Hsg. Com. recommend the 
appointment of T. P. Bennett & Son, 43, Bloomsbury- 
sq., WC1, as architects for the scheme. 

Harrow.—F.Lats, MAISONETTES AND Houses.—J. H. 
Melyille Richards, Cottesmore, Uxbridge-rd., Stan- 
more, is surveyor in connection with the erection of 
44 flats and maisonettes at Stone-gr., Edgware, and 31 
houses at Latimer-gdns., Pinner. 

High Holborn.—SHowrooms AND OFFICES.—James 
Webb & Son, Ltd., 326, St. John-st., ECi, propose 


the erection of showrooms and offices in High 
Holborn. ; 
Holborn.—ScHoot.—-MBC and the Metropolitan 


Police have agreed to an amended scheme proposed 
by LCC for the erection of St. Alban’s CE School. 
It includes the widening of Verulam-st. and Portpool- 
la The remainder of Baldwin’s-pl. not included in 
the school site, part of Verulam-st. and the Hole-in-the- 
Wall Passage, will be incorporated in the Bourne 
estate extension. Architects for the school scheme are 
Norman & Dawbarn, architects, 5, Gower-st., WC1. 

Islington—Rerecrory.—LCC Ed. Com. have 
approved a scheme prepared by Thomas E. Scott, 
architect, 2, Verulam-bidgs., Grays Inn, WCI, 
the remodelling and extension of the refectory at 
Northern Polytechnic at estimated total cost £17,010. 

m.—SITE AcCQUISITION.—BC are recommended 
to acquire for housing purposes the sites of (a) Nos. 
1-11 (consec.), Baring-st.; 40-41, Wilton-sq.; 136, New 
North-rd.; Jand at rear of Nos. 138-150 (even), New 
North-rd., and land at rear of Nos. 3-9 (consec.), 
Baring-st., for the erection of 26 dwellings, at esti- 
mated cost of £4,725. (b) (i) Nos. 127-139 (odd), 
Downham-rd., for the erection of 13 dwellings, at 
estimated cost of £100. (ii) Nos. 47-55 (odd), South- 
gate-rd.; Nos. 108-122 (even), Downham-rd., and land 
adjoining No. 1, Cleveland-rd., for the erection of 20 
dwellings, at estimated cost af £100. Hsg. Com. also 
recommends the appointment of E. C. P. . 
AA.RIBA, 120, Moorgate, EC2, as architects, and 
O. E. Parratt, FRICS, Adelaide House, London 

idge, EC4, as quantity surveyor for scheme. 

Lewisham.—MuseuM ANNEXE. Com. have 
approved the development proposed by LCC Ed. Com. 
for the erection of an annexe to Horniman museum 
and library, at estimated .cost £7,500. 4 

LCC.—Renousinc.—To provide rehousing accom- 
modation for those displaced by the provision of new 
schools, LCC Hsg. Com. recommend the preparation 
of —~s teeny Ror emery for the ~— BF 
flats at Highbury rant estate, Islington, 
at Bain House, Stockwell-gdns. estate, Lambeth, and 
12 flats at Crawford estate, Camberwell. 

M Water Board.—AppoinTMENT.—The 
Board are recommended to add Reekes and Mann, 
ae f surveyors, 23, erg WCl, to - 
rota of quantity surveyors appointed to prepare bi 
of quantities for works, the estimated cost of which 
do not exceed £70,000. 

m.—Fiats.—A scheme has been prepared 
for the LCC for the development of the Barrie-st. site 
by the erection of 130 flats, 30 garages, 93 tenants 
stores, an estate workshop and transformer space, to- 
gether with space for letting. Estimated total cost is 
Pcigetal the scheme, -which was prepared by the 
LCC architects’ department. 

Pa —Housinc.—A revised layout for the 
22 flats proposed for erection in Marylands-rd. has 
been approved by LOC. Scheme was prepared by 
Director of Housing. 2 

Paddingtou.—Fiats.—TP approval has been given 
by LGC to detail drawings prepared by Boro’ A for 
the erection of 36 flats in stage 2 of the Hall Park 
area development scheme. 

Potney.—Hoste..—LCC Ed. Com. propose the 
acquisition of Clevedon, 87, Augustus-rd., and its 
conversion into a hostel for blind children. 

Scnoot.—LCC Ed. 


department for a new coum 


purpose rooms, two assembly halls, kitchen 

and servery, etc. Total estimated cost is £108,615. 
St. Marylebone.—B BC are recommended 
to approve the erection of a building on the site of 


Associated Weavers 
Binney-st., W1. 

s . Com. recommend 
the acquisition of Nos. 1-7, Aquila-st., NW8, and the 
preparation of a scheme for the erection of about 
six flats thereon by the Housing Director’s rt- 
ment. They also recommend the acquisition of Nos. 
17-19, Balcombe-st., NW1, for which sketch 
the erection of four flats have p ’ 

Southwark.—REeERUILDING AND ENLARGEMENT.—LCC 
are recommended to approve the appropriation of part 


ppro 
Nos. 14-15, oneerey he by 
(Sales), Ltd., Maranda House 
St. M: —FLatTs. 


ns for 


of the former gas meter Aesting station site in Avon- 


scheme was prepared by LCC 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
LEAD PAINT PRODUCTS 


Associated Lead Manufacturers, Lid., have 
issued the following revised basis prices per ton 
as from 8 a.m., October 20:— 

£ sd 
Genuine English dry white lead .. 14200 
Genuine ground English white lead .. 162 15 0 
Genuine English white lead paint (per 

gal.) ey Fs iy Ae: e 218 0 
Genuine refined. English red lead .. 124 0 0 
Genuine powdered English litharge .. 124 0 0 
Genuine English flake and ground flake 

litharge .. Re as ee -. 12610 0 
Genuine refined English orange lead.. 136 0 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil 150 10 0 
Genuine English red lead Pt. BS. 1011 

Type 1 (1 gal. tins) .. i ss SO MS 
English red lead Pt. BS. 1011 Type 2 

(1 gal tins) oe 5 sé 5 3.3 33 


*No change. 


CLINKER BLOCKS 
The Federation of Clinker Block Manufac- 
turers has announced that a recent increase in 
the cost of clinker aggregate has necessitated an 
increase in selling prices of clinker blocks in cer- 


tain. areas. The new prices, which t 
from October 19, are ia "Selptoee wae 
: Fixing 
Thickness 2in. 2tin. Bin. 4in. Bricks 
Per yard super. per 1,000 
kh. Be £8. a. d & *@. 
London Area, Bucks, Berks and Oxford 
Exworks .. 3°) +3 7.34 4 35.3¢ 0 
Delivered.. 3 6 41 410 6 0 180 0 
Surrey and Sussex 
Ex worms... 3.3° 3°99 4°6 S$ 6° 1°68 
Delivered.. 3 8 43 5 0 62 199 0 











mouth-st. and the site of the weights and measures 
office in Harper-rd., at transfer figures of £6,400 and 
19,000 respectively. are to form part of the 
scheme already approved by LCC for the enlargement 
and rebuilding of Newington Sessions House, which 
was prepared by LCC architects’ department. ? 
Stepney.—Site AcQuisiTiIon.—The acquisition and 
clearance of the Perry’s-ave.. area at estimated cost 
£8,200, has been recommended by LCC . Com. 
Tottenham.—FiaTs aND MAISONETTES.—BE has pro- 
posed the erection of 42 flats and maisonettes in West 


“oo Sc 

. — ScHOoL. — Part of the si 

Royal Victoria Patriotic school is to be a i the 

erection of the county complement to Emanuel school 

with 850 Places. LOC Ed. Com. pr that 
Presweld construction devised by Hilts (West 

Bromwich), Ltd., should be used for the main build- 

a. — estimated cost for the scheme is 


Wandsworth.—Sire AcQuisiT1Ion.—LCC are recom- 
mended to approve the acquisition, clearance and Par- 
tial redevelopment for housi of part of the 
Lytton-gr. _Site, namely Rordiddonort and Kersfield- 
rd., at estimated cost of £7,000. 

Wandsworth.—Housinc.—LCC Hsg. Com. propose 
the acquisition, clearance and partial redevelopment 
for housing of about 1} acres of land in 
Alton-rd. to form an extension to the Rochampton-la, 
(Nos. 2 and 3) sites. Also two sites, about 34 acres 
in extent, in Thornton-rd. near Thornton-rd. site 
and Sinclair estate, at estimated cost £24,000. _ 

Westminster.—ADAPTATION OF PREMISES.—Ronald 








SCAFFOLD 


Our DESIGNS give TOP 
SAFETY —yet you SAVE 


SCAFFOLDING PROBLEM? 


Specialist advice is yours—FREE. 
We are as nearto you as your 


OMPANY LTD 
37 SHACKLEWELL LANE, LONDON, £.8 
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Ward i 
& Ptors., 17, Lowndes-st., SWI, are architects 
















































for the adaptation. 
at 4, Vven-st 
Bt 4 Son, Li * i 
——~A new build: 
Proposed for the Grey . Girls’ Schookt . 
Pato ee 
10 
(PROVINCIAL) iu 
sccoumenpdaten then fe eee ~ “ 
Woodchurch estate, £16,185 ext-—BE vw chute,” A «| 
woyd & Cross, Lid., 68, Argyl 
of ** Easiform ” aud toast sommes for eee Ger 
& ie. London, for Grection ur” “ eS ee “ 
J. & Son “Be, ‘Ccewettan ue fe aw 
i ’ . + Liv 6 hous 
 eeetion of 12 at Woodchurch-rd.. Dy +a * 
as central bus stn. by De podeate ody ’ = 
‘ to issue licence to Willi Hornby 
for six houses at Highfield- 4 woe a 
Turner, Ltd., fer 12 houses ity . ail 
Blyth.—M1 consented t erecting further 
FL pled ok year. Pat D. whe Spend “Tr 
£57,486 Nor Of 38 houses and 12 flats on bom a 
nity centre. G. E, Siseeee s. Bie p: “Ws 
—EC appointed Wil 
Saltergate, architects for proposed Neue = 4 ast 
Crook.—UDC to build houses on sj 2 to 
* Hunwick. Council’s architects, Page ~~ t Hi wn 
King-st., South Shields. ’ 04 contra 
J m.—Second stage of TC’ scheme wai 
siteretions to Corporation transport tan to Zz Li, 
E. A. Tornbohm, Central bldgs reper’, Boro’ A, ME A 
Posed shops at Covered Market. Pectingn,, fas st “Wi 
ee -BC tO inyite tenders from selected ome 
ctors for oT at Holly Hall. gh 
— received approval building 
82 houses at Bearpark. Plans by S, Byland Lodge. . 
an A C_ seek loan sanction, £14,440. for * Dene 
A -, Bat flats on Sunderiand-rd. estate, and } Dene 
rma or flats on Framwellgate Moor estate : Dene 
ity E, W. 3. Green, Town Hall, Durham { Dene 
Building licences issued to Dorman Deno 
Co, Lad., for construction of steel rolling Bp - 
ere ry services at Lackenby, cost £2,884, 480; 
ae. awe steel rolling mill at Lackenby. ei 
Cleveland Works, e5 139,396. Dorman nae Biba 
out most of work themselves. ro co ae a 
om +—A. Bailey, builder, Marton Moor ‘Bel & 
Siabonnetas: TC to omen a tayo aa inion | extensi 
— ‘ove i 
Hasbury estate, for A. & J. A ww hnaf ghee Lid. hope-rd. 


have authorised E to start on Bury,- 









































first stage of i subject 
to loan Ce cuset eed we cy soning 
houses . at Addington-rd $5 ang dee 
i ved a fe i 
Davee » 10 bungalows and 12 flats in Ph sept tend > i be 
Keighley.—TC approved erection of 2 : Peal 
* 9 46 Wi , } 
pg houses at Moor View Grove: erection of ae to 
c on ne Bank estate; approved Plans for ongineer- ‘ 
in wd at Parkwood-st., for E. A. Coote (Keighley), 105 to} 
z r ncagl houses at Malvern-cres., Riddlesden, for Truett 
. er, Ltd, Humphr 
ne to invite tenders for 110 dwellings st W.H ‘ 
junshall.—Approved erection of hostel for aged at Holliday 
. hr potions pad ites adaptation ot 1, Oak- J. Jarvis 
wood-la. ry purposes. approved Wi 
sketch plans For proposed ae sec. mod. sch. Win, | 
e.— in principle conversion 
of children’s hostel at Seale as offices. vim | 
——EC propose erection of College of "Holloway 











Further Education at Moor-rd., Northern Moor, 
Wythenshawe.—Extension for boys’ pp alt x 









































































L Cty. sec. sch., Parrswood-rd. North, Withing- 

/. sec. sch., -rd. North, Milman’ 
ton.——Extension for crafts block at Alma Park sch., hear an 
Errwood-rd., .—TC approved four police W.H C 
Semaes at Brypton-rd., Anson estate, L ; ax Humphre: 
. rtinscroft-rd.,' Newall Green, Wythenshawe, and William \ 
» at Crossacres-rd., Hall, W; we, Stewart 4 
‘ ewcastle-on-Tyne.—Shopping centre running from Holliday 
St. Mary’s-pl. to New Bridge-st. planned by City C, at I. Tarvie : 
initial cost £400,000. City A.—Newcastle Brewers: ME Wijiay 
Ltd., Haymarket, have approached City C about land Wilson 1. 
in Hill-st. area on which to build new workshops and MMB eon L« 
stores Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Elon. P 
archi or church in ighton-ave.—Atom ' 
dept. to be built at rs College Architects, W. B. eae 
Edwards & Partners, 52, Eldon-p!.—Dryden & Shaw, one F 

rket-st., architects for 12 houses in Ba’ sa Lid., Co ; 
38 in Stanway-dr. and 16 in Whition-pl, for Wikis &commod ~ 
son Gateshead.—J. A. Burluraux, Ltd., 19, 1 






Leazes Park-rd., to extend their premises. 
D. K. Wood, 29, Jedburgh-gdns.—Pians 






Architect, 
by C. F. 
factory 



















Errington, 46, inger-st., for extensions to 

of A. S. Wilkin, Ltd., Benton-rd., approved. 

ul asians to of G. Argus & Co, Lit 
alker-trd., have been approved. Architects, . 

Milburn & Partners, The Esplanacic, Sunderlaod: 

Furnishing ‘Co., Ltd., 
make alterations and construct new sho 
ta’ Tape some St. 
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and Elm-grove, proposed by City C. G. 
A, 18, Cloth- 

or CC to let contracts for police houses 

at Slapewath, Marske, Kirklington, Borrowby, and 
uur-st,, BCA Plans by Cty. A, Northallerton. 

— RDC propose following houses in, 1954:— 

10 at er, six at Bir Brandon, 

foor at Clifton, 20 at Newton, at ’Willoughby. ae 

tenders for 240 dwellings at Abbotts Farm 


seedy 






















to invite 
mporary sch. Hale. Sbiclds.—Newcastle Reg. H 
: a eg. ospital Brd., 
Bory a « Don," * Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, approved 
tenders revised plans for ante- -natal clinic at South PShiclds 
t., for erec. Hospital. 
et Gora Hos DC approved revised layout for 60 
‘et ines traditional houses, 13 bungalows, 30 Cornish Unit 
pool 6 Po houses, 24 Gregory flats, two shops and 22 garages at 
td, “Dartey Stretford. —BC approved — < 180 — 
south side Irlam-rd., adjoining Kenilworth-rd ix- 
bu ovetoped ton, and 250 dwellings in Bent-la./Red-la. area, 
liam Hornb Urnston, for overspill population.—BC approved 
Matthews & plans:—-Reconstruction and extension to factory rear 
of ery Non -rd., ¥ beg nme Tomy ® -- and fire 
stn, at Westinghouse-r or t ‘0., Ltd. 
cting further th.—Newcastle Hospital Brd., Osborne-rd., 
so to spend -Tyne, to erect annexes at Tynemouth 
ts on how Visors Jubilee Infirmary. P. H. Knighton, Board’s 
— ee Walbead.—TC issued licences to Gill & Nicholson, 
| & Cutts, 12, Ltd., 176, New Bridge-st., Newcastle, for 16 houses 
sec. mod. east of Denbigh-ave.—TC to sell land at corner Edwin- 
grove/Denbigh-ave. to Northumberland CC for erec- 
acres of land tion of nurses’ home.—Site in Station-rd. to be sold 
Son & Hill, to es CC for proposed civil defence 
control centre 
Whitley Bay.—Cedar Self-Building Housing Amot:, 
a = Ltd., to erect 36 bungalows on Brier Dene estate. 
by Boro’ A — L. G. Wood, 17, Northumberland-sq., North 
ton, f ao . 
Pe — Soc., Ltd., propose alterations 
selected con- sats 
) building of TENDERS 
ind Lodge. 
£14,440, * Denotes accepted. 
1. pi - + Denotes provisionally accepted. 
Moor estate recommended for acceptance. 
mn. Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
rman Long & — accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ng and : 
| £2,884,480; Birkenhead.—217 houses at Woodchurch estate, for 
es —, a — Thornton & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool 1, 
Long to carry — o_o Poetry of 52 ag - 
on the Woodhouse Close estate, for UDC: 
farton Moor, “Bell & Ridley, 79, North-rd., Durham, £69,896. 
ee teewe WL camaen for” es ~—- Sate ot gr ae 
teldin n t tan- 
k Co., Ltd. Works, Blackpool, £79, $30 (revised tender). 
Ber start on qia—Erection of six shops a’ maisonettes at 
lepot, subject es A soe = Foed TC: *J. E. France, Peel-st., 
anchester. 
nders for 2% Calne and Chippenham.—Eight traditional houses 
= for six ooo — ~ ree housing site, Corsham, 
. wards ebster, A/ARIBA, che ay 
: 10, St. Mary-st., Chippenham. ntities by W. 
46 “ Wates iedermogd & Sons, 21, Gay-st. ae ap. Wiles 
mn of six shops Sons, “* Peacehaven,” Ivy-ave., Bath, £11,167. 
; Lee ongineer- pprea—12 flats oat garages on sites of Nos 
c (Keighiey), inclusive anand 
iddlesden, for Feasts and Steet, Ltd. ail er adic £46,721 
2 amphreys, Ltd. oes 45,587 
) dwellings st W. H. Gaze, Ltd. 45,584 
_ oe aes — and . Greenwood, Ltd. 44,144 
» dy n t 
“EC Wine Loved @° San eh Be .. $3,802 
— William Willett Lea. | 2 eee és .. 43,659 
cougar 43°304 
. am Moss, Ltd. . : 
of ogg y Bros. (London), Ltd. 40810 
— 2 (Subject to MOH&LG approval.) 
— Withine- Manes "py Baer room flats on a site in 
me tee: is Truett and Steel, Ltd. . £25,698 
age - H. Gaze, Ltd. 7 
Longiaht 8 ME Hamre 23/850 
’ m Willett, Ltd. 400 
pooner oe awart & Partners) || + 'O88 
eae C, 8 ‘lliday and Greenwood, Ltd. 22,822 
= Breweries, Wiha & Sons, Ltd. 22,707 
ar tee 2643 
and ovatt & ia. 2. 22,471 
sneidone, "Holloway Bros. (London). Ltd. 21,623 
“xtom research (Subiect to MOH&LG approval.) 
chitects, W. 8. eGie, -—Erection of Green Farm sec. sch., for 
-yden & Shaw, Hol . be Ash, Ltd., London, £146,840. Erection 
Bavington-dr., y Family RC_prim. sch.: *James O’Flanagan, 


Coventry, Erection of ctical ae 
scommodation at proposed Coundon. Court 
Bristol Aeroplane Co., Ltd., Bristol, £7. TO18. 








- 
Ai 








1UX, . SC. sch. 

. Architect, 
mn by C. F. O's tions and extensions to Moat House: *James 
ons to factory nagan, Ltd., Broad-st., Coventry. Construc- 
tion of new wholesale k Ba Heath: *J. G. 
proved. Gey, Lid. < market at Barras Heat 

& Co., Lid, xeorge Eliot-rd., Coventry, £142,144. 







zi 





~Three-storey block of 12 flats at The 








ey Avenue, for Dronfield Pioneer 

Sunderlaad- Health and Housing 
Shields-+d., Sent 2 *P. O'Malley, 556, Abbeydale-rd., 
; Bros. & C & a t:—Erection of inf. sch. at Tow Law, for CC. 
uild work Willismiac - R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *R. C. 
ow Fell, G Durham ‘oo Ltd., Rowlands Gill, Co. 
ad. tee OM cyetam.—Frection of inf. sch, at Fishburn, for CC. 
108 fats nee Clayton, Court-ia., Durham Ww. 
, aoe, Co. Ferryhill, Co. Durham, £39,007. 

“Erection of'2 em prim sch. at Sand- 





THE BUILDER 


wood-rd.. Penilee. —_, MacNab (F), architect, Edu- 
EC brick, 


cation Offices, Bath-st., G Excavation, 

building and works, *James Laidlaw & Sons, 
Lid.. £47,342. Plumbing, sanitary enginceri gas 
installation and allied w McCulloch and Giffen. 
Ltd.. £2,352. Rough casting, external cement and 
allied works, & Bell, £152. Metal 


of decking and bituminous roof covering and 
allied works, . Anderson & Son, Ltd., £5,701. 
Joinery, carpentry and allied works, “J 
Laidlaw & » Ltd., £10,555. Structural 
steel and allied works, *Redpath, Brown & 
Ltd., £5,006. Glazing and allied works, 
Glasgow Glazing Co., Ltd., £2,006. Plaster and 
cement and allied works. *Charles Wilson (Glasgow), 
Ltd.. £2.352. Steel windows, door and roof lights 
and allied works, *Stelwin Construction Co.. 
£6,146. Tile, terrazzo and allied works, *Toffol 0, 
Jackson & Co., Ltd., £1,165. Cold roller steel and 
allied works, *Lothian Structural Development Co., 
Ltd., £3,782. Portable stage lighting and allied works, 
*Glasgow Corporation Direct Labour Electricity De- 
partment, £370. Iron railings, gates and allied works, 
*John Allan, Ltd., £1,794. (All of Glasgow.) 
Hampstead. pal flats and maisonettes on the Kil- 
burn Gate housing scheme, Part II, for BC: ?George 


Moss (London), Ltd., Dorchester-rd., Northolt Park,- 


£82,998. 

Heanor.—Erection of shops, flats and garages at 
Maripool Farm estate, for UDC: *J. Bullock & Son, 
17, Ilkeston-rd. North, £9,120. 

Huyton-with-Roby.—34 houses at St. John’s-rd., 
East site, fifth portion, for UDC. T. C. Williams, 
_ Architectural Assistant, Council Offices, Derby- 

: *Direct Labour Service, Huyton-with-Roby UDC, 
pride Offices, Derby-rd., Huyton, Lancs, £42,471. 

Iiford.—20 old persons’ flats at Hatley-ave. and 
Cranbrook, for BC. L. E. J. Reynolds, OBE, MC, 
MInstCE, MIMunE, BE&S. Quantities by Walter W. 
Green & Partner:— 


H. C. Horswill, Ltd., Forest Gate, E7 .. £21,434 
Suburban a (Ilford), Ltd., Ilford, 

Essex 21,045 
E. J. Soule & Co., Ltd., “Romford, Essex .. 20,829 
P. G. Evans & Sons, Ltd., Walthamstow, E17 19,944 
Field Davis, Ltd., Barking, Essex 19,263 
*Davies Bros. (Buckhurst Hill), Ltd., ” Buck- 

hurst Hill, Essex 18,659 

Islington. —S7 dwellings on Whadcoat-st. housing 
site (stage I), for BC:— 

W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., WI .. £115,986 
H. J. Walker & Sons, Ltd., Bristol 114,877 
Marples, Ridgway & Partners, Ltd., SW1 113,204 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., WI 4 110,209 
F. Bilton, Ltd., SW2 : 109,240 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., N17 Ey : 108,415 
J. Murphy & Sons, Ltd., ; .. 104,938 
Mitcham, 


N4 
M. ae (Mitcham), Ltd., 
Surr 103,897 
Wesley. Builders, ‘Ltd., 9, Wesley-ave., “NW10 103,371 
Liverpool. —Alterations and additions to offices at 
Transport Depot, Townsend-ave., for TC: *Sotthend 
Builders & Se ~ e (Liverpool), Ltd., Creog-st., 
Liverpool, £3,573. Repairs and improvements to 
Moses ng 4 Rivington: *F. Hutchinson & 
Senior, Darley-st., Farnworth, Lanes, £3,179. 
(London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended October 17:— 
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New leaflets on 
SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Have you copies in your reference 
file of the latest leaflets showing 
the range and applications of KING 
Sliding Door Gear? From the 
lightest domestic installations to 
heavyweight power operated doors, 
there’s a KING door set for every 
need. Get the details—write for 
your copy. 


KING 





SLIDING DOOR GEAR 
Covered by British Patents 


202 ARGYLE WORKS 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 
TEL.: STEVENAGE 440 


STEVENAGE? HERTS. 
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z a . gy A ag Civil 
ia” York: Farrans. Lid., 78, Mount-t. ey 
WI. Fixing of Insulated ae ay xh William 
Gibson & . . ’ James-st., 
Paisley, R of Boiler Plant: 
Z. D. Berry & Sons, Ltd., 16, Besmner<t.. Wet 


Sinclairs 
Manchester 


 Caceheoahe Manchester 1 
+3 Euston House: Roffe, ta “213, Hornsey-rd., Loa- 
don, N.2. New drying, locker and and mess rooms for 
capstanmen at Camden goods depot: Sprosson & 
Babb, Ltd., 465, Hornsey-rd., Upper Holloway, Lon- 
don, N.19. ure and 


Reconstruction superstruct' 
alterations of abutments of bridges Nos. 1/18 and pay 
over Hawley-rd. and at respectively, on 
eee Junction : The Butterley Co., Pred 

utterley, 
trey. Deray. of 42 flats in two re gee 
the Thornton-rd. site, 


blocks, and other works on 

se 

L. & W. Whitehead, Ltd., Lambeth . £104,973 
Rowley Bros., Ltd. Tot tenham — 


Lavender, McMillan, Ltd., Worcester Park 101.560 
FE. H. Smith (conten Lid., Croydon 101,000 
Clarke Barton & Co., Ltd., Belmont 


.. 100,413 

A Rae hee ta jestminster .. 99168 

J. Garrett & Son, Ltd., Wandsworth .. 98,419 
Co., Ltd., Lam- 

rd 7 .. 96,675 

H. T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd., Lambeth 95,423 

W. J. Marston & Son, Ltd., Fulham 94,580 


The architect’s comparable estimate is "£94,464. 
LCC,—Extending reer county secondary school, 


Mayfield waren tney). 

Richard Costain, Ltd., " Waecundaate . £347,140 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tottenham. *. 345,345 
F. and H. FP. Ltd., Loumeg ve 345, 

. Ltd., Woolwich “ss a 
Rice & Son, Ltd., Stockwell ry .. 399,817 
A. T. Rowley , Ltd.. Tottenham 339,320 
C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd., .. 337,520 
Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., es é 335.615 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., Cheam 328 
Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 327, 
Charles R. Price, Islington 325,417 
*C. Miskin & Sons, Ltd., St. ‘Albans 314,312 


The comparable estimate of the architects in private 
practice responsible for the work is £355,500. 

London ag oo Police).—Contracts placed by 
Metropolitan Police:— 

Demolition of building at 1-17, Adelaide- 
rd., Chalk Farm: aM & Ltd., £120. 
Erection of new garage, cycle shed, etc., at 
Police stn.: *R. Woollaston & Co., £1,171. 


London (War jeer ar gn gh a placed by 


Berwickshire : Building, John i Pierce, Tweed- 
mouth. Westmorland: Road repairs, W. E. Bay % 
Kirkby Stephen. Northumberland: Painting and 
corating, Arundel (Contractors), Ltd., 
Derbyshire: 
macadam, Ltd 
and decorating, T. E. Cundy & Son, Ltd., 
Hampshire : erie’ Bi H. c. 


Ltd., Reading. 
Dunnj (Wevhill), 


. 
shire: Building. Gee, Walker 3 5 Ltd., 
WI. Wiltshire: Road repairs, O. J. Elliott & 
Ltd., Winterbourne, Hampshire : 


Bristol. 
laneous, H. G. Ross & Son, Ltd., —— a 
Surrey: Miscellaneous, Kinman (Contractors), . 
London, W6. Hertfordshire: Roadwork, F. Bracey 
(Roads), Ltd., Watford. 


London pee engl placed by MOW 
during week ended October 1 
London: Electra 


—— 


House, _ ore 
WC2, internal inting and pan W. Green 
(Painters), Ltd! 171, Graham-rd., swis. Green- 


wich T me Exchange, alterations to basement, 
ground a yo worth floors, Flowitt & os Ltd., 168, 
Merton High-st., Swi9; ‘Admiralty, i " 
inting to the north block. 
Ltd., ordaunt-rd., Harlesden 10. 
Broadmoor Institution, Crowthorne 
J Gi bies-la. 
Ltd., ayes L Cliddesden-rd., 
Basingstoke, Hants. Buckinghamshire: NAB Hostel, 
Marsworth Airfield, Sites 2 and. 3, alterations 
Frank J. Mitchell, pa.. 25. 
Bucks. Cambridge: 


wer 


ne ec Pa eas: A tl. Abr 


Biedae * Peal “ss 


a. t 


adi . 
ae hin + 
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concrete roofs, Tysons (Contractors), Ltd., 


-td., Totton, Lanca- 
ites Southampton. a 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
ii THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5 .5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phecme of write 


SECRETARY, 
26, GT. ORMOND ST.. HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel. 1 CiAneery 7583 (4 lines) 
Selegrems ; “ EFEMBE, Holb.. London "’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


ys 5. Yorkshire: 
Moss Side Institution, Maghull, Workshop, St. Mary’s-st., Halifax, 1, Scape 


Dryden-st., 


—o~ & pow Led., Shay-ia., 

anchester.—A ptations to ‘ * Lawnhurst, * for TC: 
osheeb lock & oo Ltd., Stockport. Electrical 
installation: *Goslin Electric Co., Manchester. Heat- 


ing and hot-water service: *H. Crossley & Son, Ltd., 
Bolton. 

Newbiggia.—20 houses on the Welfare-cres. estate, 
for UDC. Plans by the S: osDirect Labour 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additions in Industry-rd., for 
Lees Bakeries, Ltd. heen gg Cackett, Burns ‘Dick 
& MacKellar, 21, Elli Newcastle: *W. W. 
Kelsey, Back Hanover: 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations for. proposed offices 
and showroom in Saville-row, for the Coal Utilisation 
Council. Architects, Spence & Price, St. Mary’s-pl., 
Newcastle: *J. & W. Lowry, Corporation-st., New- 
castle (work in hand). 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electrie Board.—Work 1n 
connection with the Breadalbane hydro-electric 
scheme. [Erection of Lubreoch dam ‘in Glen Lyon 
and construction of roads in Glen Lochay and Glen 
Lyon: *James Miller & Partners, Edinburgh. Con- 
struction of Stronuich dam in Glen Lyon, and driving 
five-mile main tunnel from the dam to the generating 
station in Glen Lochay: *Edmund Nuttall Sons & Co. 
(London), Ltd. 

Nuneaton.—13 houses off Durilecote-rd., mr A 
estate, for BC: *W. A. Taberer & Co., Ltd., Mar 
borough-rd., Nuneaton, £16,652. Seven flats and seven 
shops at Cedar-rd., Camp Hill estate: *G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, £24,876. 

Oswestry. —Attested section at Oswestry Market, for 
TC: *F. Davies & Co., The Rhewl, Gobowen, nr 
Cuseuer, WES, 057. 

.—Construction of a new ambulance stn., 
ane CC: *Wm. Weaver, Ltd., Bromsgrove, £7,690. 

Richmond.—Erection of 228 houses at Colburn and 
Hipswell, together with roads, sewers and water mains, 
for RDC: *G. Wimpey & Co., Orchard House, 
Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, £320,519. 

Ringw & Fordingbridge.—Works for RDC. 
Frank Andrews, LRIBA, architect, 45, High-st., 
Ringwood. wi old persons’ bungalows, Rockbourne, 
Hants. *Spen beng ye 34 houses, 
Wiaeberses. Fordingbridge —. Ltd., Ham- 
worthy, Poole. seven Parsonage 
Barn-la., Ringwood. *The New Foret” Cons. Co., 
New Milton. 








USES ARE 


CHEAPER AND WARMER 


BROAD. ACHESON 


LOADBEARING BLOCKS 








STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Polat Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 











Post Ofte ag ag “No Fines ” 


October 23 1953 





houses at 

estate, for BC: *Geo. Wimpey 

- 93. 92 traditional one: Se icing atate: 
£91,957. Sons; Ltd., Drake-st., Rochdale 

of Kimberworth Park 
sch., for EC: sera L ; prim, 
Rotherham, £88,333. td. Park-la., Thrybergh 
Regis.—34 and 30 houses at 


roe estate, for TC: *Direct Labour, £44 103 ang 
Ryde (loW).—17 houses at Binst 

W. Rowbotham, AMIMunk, BS. 3. Lina cat Byes 

*C. F. Wade & Co. (IoW), Lid., &. Helens, loW, 


£21,787. 

Shardlow.—46 46 houses at Derby-rd., 

RDC; *Sherwin Building & Contra 
Hickings-la., a ee aa! is anne iy la, 
ion =o ho Coach-rd., 
Spins S for UDC: *John MeCreion, ta, 61, King’s. 
rd., North Ormesby, Middl 
diabetes = ena and three 
at Harper-st., for BC: *Charles Topham & 


bungalows 

“<~ Eccles, £3,257 and £3,129 

town stati TE Bore . saetiows ca a 
ouse, to: d: *T. Stewart, 

Sunderland, £25,116. m —_ 
Sunderland. d.—Erection of 58 me on the Castle 

town estate, for TC. P coed Bop, Gang 

ton-rd., Sunderland: 2G 

Viewforth-ter., Sunderland, £70, ordon yreey 
Towcester.—22 houses at Blswori and 34 at Cos 

stove. for RDC: *Adkins & Shaw, Ltd., St. Jame- 

Daventry, £27,581 and £41, 732. Six’ houses and 
pape ne ange 69% ~ sor tC. E. Ivens & Son, Ltd., 


£8,918. 

Wallrend.—Erection of 32 flats north of Archer-st., 
for TC. BE, G. Teasdale, Town Hall, Wallsend: 
*J, Armstrong Cbulldens Ltd., Wallsend, £29,664, 

Wallsead.—Erection of 18 houses in Archer-st., for 
TC. BE, G. N. Teasdale, Town Hall: *P. Dodsworth, 
Hill Heads-rd., Whitley Ba ; 

Wallsend.— Erection of blacksmiths’ and joiners’ 
aus one extensions to fitters’ shop at the dry dock 
department of Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson, 
Ltd.: *Sir R. McAlpine & Sons, Star-bidgs., New- 


“Walsall.—40 flats in two blocks at Lower Rushall- 
os for BC: *Deacon & Boardman, , Algernon- 
, Walsall, £70,654. 
Walthamstow.—60 flats and 32 garages north of The 
Drive, for BC. F. G. Southgate, ARIBA, MIMunE, 
AMTPI, Boro’ A E & S: *Walthamstow Corporation’s 
Building Works Dept., 123, Billet-rd., Walthamstow, 
E17, £119,925. 
Whitby.—Erection of 56 ‘‘ Unity’ houses on the 
White Leys estate, for UDC: *A. Schofield & Son, 
Hornsea, Yorkshire. 








THE ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING CL 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


9a HIGH BEECH ROAD 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Wer's 
CRAYPORD BRIDGE 


KENT 
Bexleyheath 3651-4 
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